
ICEBREAKER
What apps or devices do you regularly use to connect with your 
family, friends and the world around you?

Can you remember life before emerging technology reshaped 
society? Whether it’s CDs, cassettes, 8 tracks or vinyl records, 
share how you have seen changes in technology shape how 
people live.

Have you seen churches or ministries leverage any of these 
technologies for God’s work? For example, Paul the Apostle used 
pen and parchment-a leading technology of his day, to connect 
churches. Share some other examples.

PRAYER
Open your time together today praying for the three parts of the 
Greater Things vision: 

REACH MORE PEOPLE THAN WE EVER THOUGHT POSSIBLE

RAISE THE STRONGEST GENERATION

PREPARE FOR IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES

REACH MORE PEOPLE
THAN WE EVER
THOUGHT POSSIBLE

QUESTIONS
As you have processed the Greater Things vision what most 
excites you?

Read together Matthew 28:19-20. If Jesus and the disciples were 
here today, how do you think they might use the technology of 
our day?

MATTHEW 28:19-20
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these 
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure
of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

While we know digital engagement can never replace relational 
discipleship, we believe connecting with people digitally can 
serve as a catalyst to connecting them relationally. How have 
you personally used technology to connect with others?

Were your surprised to hear our weekly online messages are 
reaching over 6,000 people and we have had message views as 
high as 15,000? Why or why not?

In a world where Blockbuster is dead, and Netflix is thriving, and 
people are making big life decisions online through a device, 
how does the church stay true to the Word of God, but relevant 
to our rapidly changing culture?

During this weekend’s message Pastor John shared the digital 
cluster map of the United States. Talk about your thoughts and 
excitement when you saw the clusters across the country we are 
reaching?

Do you know anyone who is watching our messages and 
learning about Jesus? Where do they live?
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Read aloud Acts 1:8. What is our modern-day Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria? How do you believe this digital strategy can allow 
us to be witnesses to these areas?

ACTS 1:8
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you 
will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

PRAYER
During your prayer time today write the names of people you 
want to meet Jesus on the map we have provided.

Pray specifically for these individuals and collectively for God to 
work in the lives of those represented on this map.

BEFORE NEXT WEEK
Ask God to plant this vision in your heart and prepare you to join 
Him in it.

What did you think of the principle of giving God our “first and 
best?” Had you heard this idea before? 
 
As you pray about your calling in the historic opportunity of 
Greater Things, what would giving your first look like? (Auto pay? 
First check of more than, etc?)
 
As you pray about Greater Things, have you considered what 
your “best” would be?
 
Pastor John studied the concept of “first and best” from Genesis 
to Revelation. For a deeper understanding, see the additional 
Bible passages. 
 
ADDITIONAL BIBLE PASSAGES THAT SHAPED THIS “FIRST 
AND BEST” MESSAGE INCLUDE:

The Old Testament cites firstborn and firstfruit 154 times, see: 
Exodus 23:19, 34:26, Leviticus 27:26.

The first offering in human history was about first and best 
versus last and least, see Genesis 4:2-5.

The first of the 10 Commandments is to have no other god 
before God, Exodus 20:3.

My finances reveal my true first and best, Luke 12:34

God gave us His first and best, Luke 2:7, Colossians 1:15, 
Revelation 1:5, 17. See also: Romans 8:23, John 16:7.

God refers to us as His first in James 1:18 and Revelation 14:4

New Testament believers brought their offerings on the first day 
of the week, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.
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