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WHY DO WE EXIST AS A CHURCH AND 
MOVEMENT? 

 BIG IDEA 

We do things we have never done before, to reach people we’ve never reached before. 

 SCRIPTURE 

 Acts 17:1-4; 10-11; 16-17a; 22-23; 24-34  

 OPENER 

Read aloud Acts 17:1, 2, 16-22.  Paul changed his method to teach the Message of Christ to new people.  
John shared a clip from the movie Uncle Buck and talked about taking his son to Gatorland.  These were 
examples of doing something different to connect with someone we love.  Share about a time when you 
had a similar experience (dating, marriage, parenting). 

 

 QUESTIONS 

1. In Acts 17 Paul ministers in three cities and the response in each was very different. As we 
prepare to share Christ with unbelieving friends, family and strangers should we expect to use 
different methods for different people? Discuss. 

2. John took us on a tour from Catacombs to Megachurches and we learned that the Message 
never changes, but the methods do.  Our present method is the American Megachurch model.  
While no method is perfect, John expressed that we are committed to this facility and model 
even as we send missionaries around the world and reach new people digitally.  Did this help you 
to understand how methods have changed but the Message doesn’t? Discuss how these four 
expressions of the gospel complement each other (Local Community, Missions, Next Generation, 
Digital). 

3. About which of the four expressions of our church heart are you most passionate? Did it help to 
hear that it’s normal to be more passionate about one than the others?  What would it take for 
you to volunteer in this area?   

4. We heard the story of Amy from Ohio who “hated God”, and God has transformed her.  Her 
friend Kim, who faithfully serves at Connection Pointe, played a key role in bringing Amy to 
Christ.  How often do you pray about God bringing people across your path so you can share 
Christ with them?  What has been the result when you have prayed? 

5. Twenty-Five years ago, the people of a rural church in Brownsburg had a vision to reach more 
people for Christ so they built a megachurch and changed their name to Connection Pointe.  This 
new method included several uncomfortable changes (size, location, name, service times, 
worship style, Sunday school classes to small groups, etc.).  Because of these changes in method, 
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thousands more people have received the Message and now have Christ as their Savior.  Discuss 
which of you are new since the year 2000 and have grown in Christ as a result of these new 
methods.   

6. When God calls us to add new methods to reach more people for Christ, will you choose to be 
part of it?  Discuss any ways that this Biblical principle can help you as our church continues to 
follow the Great Commission?  
 

 TAKEAWAY 

We deliver hope to the hopeless by connecting people to Jesus and others who know Jesus. 

The message of Jesus never changes, but our methods may change to fit the people to whom we are 
delivering Christ’s hope. 

 

 REFERENCES 

• Acts 17:1-4; 10-11; 16-17a; 22-23; 24-34  

• Matthew 13:3-23  

• Hebrews 13:8 

• I Corinthians 2:1-2 

• I Corinthians 9:19-23 

• Acts 6:1-5 

 

 DIGGING DEEPER 

1. In Acts 17:23 Paul looked at the objects the people of Athens worshipped. List the “objects of 
worship” in todays’ society? How can we find “common ground” with others to help counter 
these worldly idols?  

2. When you contrast the seemingly meager results of Paul’s ministry in Athens with God’s harvest 
in Thessalonica and Berea, do you believe the difference was Paul’s change of method in Athens? 
Explain. What was the difference in the quality of the soil in each of those cities? (See Matthew 
13:3-23) 

3. How do acts 6:1-5 and I Corinthians 9:19-23 relate to this week’s sermon?  What other views do 
they bring to help us understand how we might need to change our methods to bring the 
unchanging message of Christ to people? 
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