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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JOY AND MISERY 

 WEEKLY ACTION STEP 
Text the word “First” to 317-350-1996 to join us on the Faith First Journey. 

Action Step: Take time to review how you’re currently giving back to God. If you’re not currently giving 
anything, give the equivalent gift amount of the monthly fees of a streaming service you are subscribed 
to (for example, Netflix or Spotify) to a church or Christian organization that is faithful to the Word of 
God. If you are currently giving on a regular basis, pray about and give a percentage above your normal 
weekly gift amount for this week.  

*For some individuals, this step may feel a little uncomfortable. If so, that’s a great opportunity to 
explore the reason behind those feelings. Reach out to a Faith First Trail Guide to share your thoughts. 

 

 BIG IDEA  
 Seeking and worshiping Jesus is the difference between joy and misery.  
 

 SCRIPTURE 
Read Matthew 2:1-3; 9–13 out loud both before and during your meeting.  

 

 OPENER 
Share a time in your life when you have felt overjoyed and disturbed.   

 

 QUESTIONS 
1. Do you currently feel more overjoyed or overwhelmed in this season? Why do you think that is?  
2. Pastor John asks us this important question: On a scale of 1-10, how aggressively have you been 

seeking Jesus? He references Hebrews 11:6c, which says, “[God] rewards those who earnestly 
seek him.” Share your answer and why you picked it in your journal or with your small group.  

3. In Matthew 2:11, the wise men presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. What 
gifts are you currently sharing as an act of worship to Jesus? 

4. Take a moment to reflect on your relationship with Jesus. At this moment, does Jesus have your 
admiration or your worship? What is the difference between admiring Jesus and worshiping Him 
in your own words? 

5. How can knowing Jesus better lead to increased joy instead of being overwhelmed? 
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 TAKEAWAY 
3 Ways to Find the Joy of the Magi  

1. Seek Jesus consistently. 
2. Humble yourself and worship Jesus as God. 
3. Give Jesus your tangible treasure as an act of worship. 

The Christ of Christmas deserves our worship. 

Don’t let your fear of what others think of you cause you to miss out on experiencing God. 

Many miss Jesus because they are only thinking of themselves. 

When you see God moving, set out to join him. 

 

 REFERENCE 
Jeremiah 29:13            Malachi 3:10           Matthew 6:18-21, 24, 33            Hebrews 11:6c 
 

 DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Define the word humble. With that definition in mind, why is it necessary to humble yourself 

before you worship Jesus as God? (See Philippians 2:3-11) 
2. The wise men were very wealthy gentiles and learned scholars. Yet they made a long difficult 

journey to give expensive gifts and worship a young child. Read Mark 12:41-44 or Luke 21:1-4 
regarding the widow’s gift. Discuss what it means to give out of abundance as opposed to giving 
out of poverty. Did both give all they had? Do you believe the wise men and the widow 
experienced joy in their worshipful giving?  

3. Read Matthew 19:16-30.  Why do you think Jesus said that the rich young ruler had to give “all” 
he had to the poor and follow Him (Jesus)?  Are we expected, as well, to give “all” we have?  
Read 1 Timothy 6:10, 17-19 and re-read Matthew 19: 23-24.  Is the issue our abundance of 
money or how we view our money?  Consider how an abundance of money often changes our 
perspective of what gives us security, comfort and power.  How does this discussion impact how 
you view the challenge from John to give your tangible treasure as an act of worship?  
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