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Open your Bible and turn to the book of Hebrews. We’ve been 

in this series entitled, “Jesus, The Greatest of All Time” and have 

been looking at this letter that was written to a group of 

individuals who were downtrodden and disappointed with life. They found themselves being alienated by friends and shunned by 

the family around them. They found themselves losing property.  They were victims of physical, mental and emotional abuse and 

anguish. All for one particular reason which was that they were followers of Jesus Christ.  

Maybe today you’re experiencing some pushback, even some persecution, at work or in your neighborhood, maybe by family or 

so-called friends,  because you give allegiance to Jesus Christ. It’s amidst this kind of pushback that these Hebrews wanted to give 

up and say, “You know what? I’m done with Jesus.” This was probably not in an outright rebellious way, but little by little, allowing 

a disassociation with Jesus in the midst of drifting—a slow and subtle process of having less of Jesus, not more of Him.  

We are tempted to do the same thing. When life is difficult and there’s pushback, we find ourselves not wanting to show our 

allegiance to Christ as much as we would in church. Think of the disciples. When the going got tough, they wanted to disassociate 

with their Savior and Lord and Friend. When trouble comes, we often want to run away. The flight mentality kicks in us when it 

seems we are standing alone against peer pressure around us, so we want to get away.  

Southwest Airlines has used an advertising motto that states,  “Do You Want To Get Away?” They’re hoping you’ll want to get away 

with them  on one of their airplanes. So they put together an advertising plan that no doubt you’ve seen. Something embarrassing 

or awkward happens to an individual within a 30 second commercial and they want to find a rock to hide under; they want to get 

away from the moment they are living in, then the motto comes on, “Do You Want To Get Away?”  

No doubt, maybe even this week, there was a moment when you put your foot in your mouth in some awkward way. Maybe 

something happened and the only thing you can think of that will alleviate the feeling you had in that moment is to run away. That 

is what the Hebrews—the audience of this letter—are wanting to do. They are wanting to give up and run away. They are wanting 

to disassociate themselves from the One Who is causing all their troubles—Jesus. You see, if they have less of Jesus in their lives, 

then comfort will return. If they have less of Jesus, then they will experience more love and affection from a watching world. If they 

have less of Jesus, they would have fewer problems. 

But the writer of Hebrews, especially throughout chapter one, wants to articulate that to give up on Jesus—the Greatest of all 

time—is to give up the greatest thing you have in this world. To give up on Jesus is to give up on the gift of heaven. To give up on 

Jesus is the most foolish thing any follower of God could do.  

So chapter one is all about Christ and His divinity. Jesus is the greatest—why? Because He’s the Creator and Sustainer of all things. 

But what about the angels, they ask. Jesus is greater than the angels because Jesus is the One Who has an exclusive relationship 

with the Father. In chapter two, I wonder if the author begins to hear some of the critics, maybe hearing the reason why some may 

be drifting. I wonder if, as he’s writing these things, he hears questions like, “If Jesus in fact has all the power you say He does, if 



He’s as great as you say He is, if He is the greatest of all time, then why are we struggling the way we are? Why is life so hard? Why 

is life so difficult?”  

They may have even been saying what maybe you say—I know I do. “Why does it seem that my unbelieving neighbors have it way 

easier than I do in this walk of live? Why is it the Christian life is so hard? Why is the fight against sin so difficult? Why does it seem 

that though Jesus is on our side, the world is against us? Why is it that we suffer so? Why are we being beaten up?” Maybe this 

morning you are asking if Jesus is so victorious, why do we seem to lose so much?  

At the end of the passage we looked at last week, the author wants us to know something. It’s something we need to remember 

and we can never forget. Look in Hebrews 2:8. In the last part of verse eight, after quoting an Old Testament Scripture, he says, 

“Now in putting everything in subjection to him [Jesus], he [God] left nothing outside his [Jesus] control.” At present, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to Jesus. That’s why the world seems so chaotic. That’s why the world seems to be against us. Even though 

Jesus has vanquished His opponents, He has not seen the totality of that. He’s not made His decision to bring all things under 

subjection.  

A good way to illustrate what theologians call the already-but-not-yet phenomenon, is through what we’ll see here in about a 

month. We will elect a president who will not have his inauguration for almost three months later. His presidency—his reign if you 

will, as the chief executive of the United States—does not start until 12:00 noon on January 20 when he will be given the oath of 

office. Was he not president prior to that? Not fully. He’s the elected officer, but the fulfillment of his presidency doesn’t happen 

until later.  

This is similar to what we’ve got going on as believers. About 2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ was elected as the King of kings and 

Lord of lords on the cross of Calvary. It was finished. It’s been dealt with. He’s disarmed the evil one. But His inauguration has not 

taken place yet, when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Romans 14:11). That is the hope 

of every Christ follower in the world. We look forward to that day, even though we live in a world of chaos, difficulty and trouble. 

So what do we do in the already-but-not-yet timeframe? We look to Jesus, the writer of Hebrews says, the Author and Perfecter of 

our faith. Now what is Jesus doing during this transition?  

In the United States, from November to January, there is a transition time for any president when he is preparing his administration. 

What is Jesus doing? He is in a time of transition, not sitting idly by; not waiting and twiddling His thumbs, hoping and wishing. He 

is helping us. One of the great tributes of 9/11 attacks that happened in 2001 was for the first responders. The phrase that was 

used was so powerful: “As we ran out, they ran in.” Wow! The victims of that day said while they were running one direction for 

cover, there was a group of men and women who threw caution to the wind for the sake of their service and went running in.  

What is Jesus doing during this transition time? As the Hebrews were running out on their faith, running out on their allegiance to 

Christ, Jesus was running in.   

We’re going to learn twice in this text that He helps. Whom? The angels? No. The descendants of Abraham—you and me. In this 

season between the already and the not yet, in this season when the world seems to be falling apart, in this season when the devil 

seems to win at every turn, don’t ever forget that Jesus has already won. As the author says in verse ten, He is the Founder of our 

salvation. He is there to help us because He Who began a good work in us is faithful to see it through to completion (Philippians 

1:6). Even when we’re not, He will. So our text today is about how He does this. How does He help us in our time of need? When 

we want to give up and give in, Jesus is there helping us get to the finish line. He does this through three significant things that 

should give us encouragement and set our hearts at peace. So with this text before us, I want to do two things: 

First, I want to remind you of something we forget that is a cornerstone to our beliefs. Why did Jesus put on flesh?  

Second, to move us into worship through the Lord’s Supper, when followers of Jesus Christ can remember, reflect and reconsider 

our own relationship with Christ, whether or not we’re living in light of the great sacrifice He made for us. So that’s our goal today.  

Let’s look at Hebrews 2:10-18: 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their 

salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not 

ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, 



“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

    in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 

13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again, 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 

might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 

lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like 

his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation 

for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

Let’s stop there. We could spend weeks on this because in just a matter of a few verses, the author who is so incredibly 

eloquent, lays out Jesus’ mission while on earth. So what do we need to understand from this? I want to break this down 

into three phrases, three truths, that should bring you encouragement and keep you from drifting or wanting to walk 

away from the Lord. If you’re a follower of Jesus Christ today, these truths are yours to claim. When life is hard, remember 

these truths. 

 

You have a Savior Who is familiar with suffering.  

When we go through trials and tribulations, especially big ones, it’s easy to think we’re the only one going through it. Now 

that is often the mechanism of grief that we’re going through. I remember when my older brother passed away in a car 

accident in September when I was 14 years old. I remember wresting with the idea that nobody has it as bad as I do. 

Nobody understands my pain. Nobody understands my sorrow. Surely nobody in my class would go home and watch 

their mother cry and moan and groan about the loss of her first-born son. Nobody had to watch their father grit through 

grief to get through another day. Nobody had to watch their younger brother struggle with the thought that his older 

brother would not be around anymore. I remember thinking, “Everybody has something to be thankful for this 

Thanksgiving, but not the Badal family. We have it worse than anybody.” Then Christmas came and everybody was 

enjoying the holiday, but not us. We were missing part of our family. “We’ve got it worse than anybody else.” One of the 

things I’ve learned is that as bad as you think you may have it, there’s a really good chance that at least one in seven billion 

people is worse off than you. It’s easy to think we’re the only ones suffering.  

I want you to notice the word “suffered” is in the past tense twice in our text. In verse ten and then in verse 18, seeming 

to serve as bookends to all that we’re going to go through. This Jesus—Who is greatest of all time, Who is greater than the 

angels, Who is God in human flesh—suffered. The text says it was fitting that the Founder of our salvation—some 

translations say Captain of our salvation— would suffer to be made perfect. You may be asking, “Made perfect? Jesus 

wasn’t perfect? His suffering somehow perfected Him?” No. When the author uses that word, in the Greek it does not 

mean He became blameless but that He completed something. So this verse means His journey, His mission, could not 

be completed without suffering. That means that before the foundations of the earth, a decision was made within the 

community of the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit—that God the Son would go to earth to 

redeem people from their sin, knowing it would involve suffering. The amazing thing is He was willing to suffer. Jesus knew 

He was trading a thorn for a cross. He was trading worship, adulation and praise for scorn, mockery and being despised 

by people. He was trading a crown of jewels for a crown of thorns. He was trading unfettered communion with His Father 

for wrath on Himself.  

When we suffer, it’s a bad day, but when Jesus came to earth, His best day on earth would have been the worst day in 

heaven. During all His life here, He knew life was better somewhere else. You and I have good days and we have bad days. 

We hope our good days out number our bad days. That’s how we get through life. Jesus knew that the moment He put on 



flesh, all His troubles would begin. The moment He put on flesh, all His prerogatives would be set aside and He would 

endure 33 years of hell because He was not in heaven. He put on flesh and suffered. Have you ever thought that Jesus 

suffered every day? He suffered every day by having to be hungry, by needing to sleep, by having appetites of the flesh. 

He suffered at every corner, at every turn. Why? Because being human is not being God. When He humiliated Himself, He 

lived in a constant state of condescension that was suffering for the almighty God. He did it for us.  

Notice at the end of our text, we learn about another kind of suffering. He suffered when tempted. The idea here is that 

when Jesus put on flesh, He became like us in every way. This was so important for the Hebrews who were reading this 

letter because they were thinking, “If Jesus is in fact God, He must be an angel because He could not have been like us. 

How could He be the greatest of all time and be like us?” The great mystery of the incarnation is that Jesus was all God 

and at the very same time, all man. In every way, Jesus was just like you and me.  

But it says in verse 18 that He suffered when tempted. God cannot be tempted, so we have to recognize that the very 

essence of Him being tempted as a human is suffering in and of itself. But what was the temptation? We are told He 

suffered in every way. Does that mean there’s a list of A to Z temptations and Jesus went through all of them? No. You 

see, no human is tempted in every way. For men, there are certain temptations generally speaking; for women there are 

other things that are more tempting. So men, you struggle with something that maybe ladies don’t. Likewise, ladies, you 

don’t struggle with things that men do. Elderly people struggle with things that are different than what young people 

struggle with. We have all manner of temptations, so what does it mean that He suffered because of being tempted?  

Temptation here is the desire to fulfill the hungers of humanity apart from God. Remember the story of Jesus going into 

the wilderness and the devil tempting Him in Matthew 4. One of the temptations was that Jesus could turn rocks into 

bread, but He didn’t. Jesus could have called myriads and myriads of angels to His aid. So being tempted is trying to fill 

human hungers on your own terms instead of God’s terms.  

What we see here is Jesus continually suffering. Now why would He do that? Why would He go through all this pain and 

sorrow when it comes to suffering? Because He needed to be familiar with our suffering. That’s how great our God is. He 

wanted to enter into our pain. He is the quintessential empathizer of our struggles.  

As a parent, it is easy for me to judge my children, especially as a father to three sons. I see their issues and struggles, so 

as one who has some years behind him, who has walked with the Lord a lot longer, who has walked with the devil a lot 

longer, who has had to fight against sin for a while, it’s easy to point to my three sons who are in the beginning of their 

journey and say, “How could you do that? How foolish could you have been? How could you have turned away from 

wisdom and good judgment?” It just starts to spew from me. Grace comes when I think back to being a young teenage 

boy and remember the pull of the temptations in this world. I recall the gravity that seemed to draw me into thinking I 

could achieve my desires on my own terms instead of God’s terms. It’s when I put myself into my boys’ shoes that grace 

starts to overflow and I sit there with great patience, love and mercy, saying, “I’ve been there. I know what it’s like.” 

Listen very carefully; I want to be careful how I say this. Prior to the incarnation, God did not personally know what it was 

like to be tempted. God cannot be tempted; only humans can. God did not know what it was like to suffer. He had 

everything handed to Him on a celestial platter at all times and in all ways. Because of the incarnation, Jesus Who is God 

can now look on us with eyes of grace and mercy, saying, “I know what it’s like. I’ve been there.” That’s what fills Christ’s 

heart with such grace. That’s why He can speak so forcefully to the accuser of the brethren, saying, “It’s been paid for. It’s 

been dealt with.” Jesus has been here. These are encouraging words for broken and hurting people. You have a God Who 

has been here. You have a God Who knows your pain. We were told this years ago by a president who said, “I feel your 

pain.” We responded, “No you can’t. You’re not going through what I am.” But Jesus knows. He’s been here.  

Do you find yourself tempted right now, struggling, clawing your way against that sin, even though every fiber of your 

being says to go after it with gusto? Jesus says, “I’ve been there.” But here’s the different between Jesus and us and what 

makes Him the greatest of all time. He was victorious; we were defeated. When we want to give up and give in, you don’t 

think Jesus at some point in those 33 years did not want to give up and give in. He said, “Let this cup pass, Father” (Matthew 



26:39a). When tempted to give up, do you know what He said? “Not My will, Father, but Your will be done” (Matthew 

26:39b). We have a Savior Who is familiar with our suffering. What a great help! 

 You have a special place in God’s family.  
The second way He helps, we learn through this word of encouragement, is that we have a special place in His family. The 

author wants to remind us that when we’re tempted to drift away and give up, we’re part of a family. This is so very 

important because when the Hebrews gave their lives to Christ, their Jewish families said, “You’re out. You’re done.” So 

these people were orphans. They didn’t have any family. They didn’t have brothers and sisters. They were shunned, 

released from their family bonds as long as they articulated Christ was their Savior.  

Notice in the text, we see familial language five times. In verse 11, brothers. Verse 12, brothers. Verse 13, children. Verse 

14, children. Verse 17, brothers. He’s saying, “Listen, you’ve got a family. I know your earthly family has given up on you. I 

know your earthly family has dismissed you and kicked you out of the family. But you’ve got a family which is all together 

more important. When you want to disassociate yourself with Jesus, He is running in to help you. He’s your family.”  

In verse 11, we see this in the ESV: “For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source.” I’m going to ask 

for some help here. If you have access to an NIV Bible, look at the end of verse 11. What’s the last word? It says “family.” If 

you have the ESV, write in the word family because that’s a better translation here. The NIV does a really nice job translating 

this familiar word. Yes, we have a “source” which sounds more scientific. The writer is trying to get across that you’ve got 

family.  

Now what connects us with the greatest of all time? What connects sinners to holiness? Jesus. Jesus connects us. Jesus 

brings us to the Father. This is why John 1:12 says, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God.”  That is what you are because of Jesus. We’re not acquaintances. We’re not simply friends. 

Jesus calls us His brothers and sisters. This should be balm for every sinner because we live lives of shame.  

I’m going to get in your heart and mind for a moment. Last week, you heard a message about drifting. If you were doing 

what I hoped you would do, you were saying, “I’m not going to drift that way anymore. I’m not going to look at those things. 

I’m not going to speak those things anymore. I’m not going to treat people that way anymore. It’s about You, Jesus. You’re 

number One.” Before the sun set last Sunday, you were more than likely already speaking that way; you were already 

looking at those things. Now you’re sitting there asking, “Why do I do these things? The things I don’t want to do I do and 

the things I want to do, I cannot do (Romans 7:15—20). This is the battle that goes on within me and shame fills me.” Yeah, 

you might be ashamed of yourself but I want you to know something. Jesus is not ashamed of you. He grabs you, not to 

hit you, not to berate you, but to love you.  

Here’s what He knows to be true that is so very important for us. Notice what it says in verse 11: “For he who sanctifies 

and those who are sanctified all have one source”—one family. He’s sanctifying us right now, right where you sit. As a child 

of God, He is making you holy. You may not even feel that but God is doing that. That’s why He can say to Paul “that He 

Who began a work in him is faithful to see it to completion” (Philippians 1:6). You and I are not faithful to see it through to 

completion; we fail all the time. But Jesus is faithful; the Captain of the vessel of our salvation is faithful to get us from 

point A to point B.  

The author starts sharing Old Testament Scriptures here. Notice he says in verse 12, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” That’s Psalm 22:22—a Messianic psalm that begins with, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” So this passage the author quotes is about Jesus and what is He doing? Jesus is singing 

about us right now to a heavenly congregation. He is hymning us to our brothers. What brothers? The great cloud of 

witnesses who have gone before us (Hebrews 12:1-2). He’s sitting there and saying, “Look at them. They’re becoming more 

like Me.” Now you say, “Wait a minute. How can He do that when I’m sinning?” Because He Who has begun a good work is 

faithful to see you through to completion. So you are becoming more like Christ and He’s signing over you. What about? 

Your holiness.  



In order for us to experience the life Jesus wants us to have, to bring heaven down to earth, the author is saying holiness 

is the key. That is why the Bible says without holiness, we cannot see God (Hebrews 12:14). So how do we begin to 

experience heaven? With every step of obedience, of holiness in your life, you get nibbles of heaven. The problem is the 

Hebrews—and us today—were more willing to feast on the dumpster of earth than at the table in heaven. Notice that 

every good thing comes from God, whether through a believer or unbeliever. That means it goes through some level of 

holy hands to get to us. What I mean by that is when a stranger helps you in your time of need, they are fulfilling the 

command to love their neighbor as themselves (Matthew 22:34-40). Every good thing comes from obedience to God, 

whether that person knows it or not. So what we need to do is pursue holiness.  

Now what does that holiness look like? The author quotes Isaiah 8:18: “I will put my trust in him.” How do we become holy? 

We trust Jesus and His Word. We trust that Jesus knows better than we do. We trust that His timing is better than our 

timing. We trust Jesus when we find ourselves encumbered by sin. We trust Jesus.  

Now, how is it that we who are full of sin can be part of the family of God? How do we get there? How does this adoption 

take place?  

You have been set free from sin and death.  
Well, you and I have been freed from sin and death. Look back at verse ten. What was the purpose of Jesus coming and 

putting on flesh? To bring “many sons to glory…”  To bring them back to God. You ask, “What is this glory? Is it some quasi 

light or something ethereal that we don’t understand? “ This glory is to be returned to the paradise that was lost. To bring 

us back to what we had in the Garden of Eden. To bring many sons back. Jesus is the pathway back to a relationship with 

God; back to a life fulfilling the blessings of God. In order for that to happen, this Captain, this Founder of our salvation, 

had to help.  

Notice the word help twice verse 16: “For surely it is not angels that he helps…”  He didn’t help the angels when they sinned. 

He sent them to hell. He sent them to gloomy dungeons awaiting the judgment. When we sin, Jesus came and helped. 

Twice there we see the word help which in the Greek literally means running to our aid. So Jesus sees us in our problems; 

He sees that sin has incapacitated us regarding our relationship with the Father in heaven. So what does He do? He goes 

and stands in the gap as a Mediator between God and us (1 Timothy 2:5). He makes a way where there was no way. How 

did He do that? How did He help?  

Let’s look at three things, then we’ll close our time together. 

1. He died in our place. 

Verses 14-15: “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things…”  He put 

on flesh; He made Himself like us so “that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.”  

There are three things to see here. He died in our place. He did what we cannot do. Sinful humanity cannot die for their 

sins. Why? We are the guilty ones. We cannot, on our best day, present ourselves as righteous before God. Even our 

righteous deeds, the Bible says, are but filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). So how are we going to bring a clean offering to the Lord? 

We can’t. We need Someone Who was clean to stand in our place and that’s what Jesus did. He suffered while being 

tempted, then without sin He went to the cross and died there for our sins.  

If you’ve never trust Jesus as your payment for sin, then you are on your way to hell. Accept the offer of Jesus. He died in 

your place  He took your penalty of sin. He took the wrath that God was storing up to throw at you and put it on His Son. 

This is what Jesus did and that’s what makes Him the greatest of all time. 

Notice how He did this. It says in verse 17 that He was “a merciful and faithful high priest…”  The Israelites who were reading 

this would have known that every year the high priest would stand in the Holy of Holies as their intermediary. The only 

other thing he took into the Holy of Holies was a spotless lamb that would be laid on an altar, being offered as a substitute. 

The lamb would lose its life for the sake of the people. So then Jesus goes in as the great High Priest—we’ll talk more about 



this later as the author brings it up again. But listen to what the High Priest does. Jesus went into the Holy of Holies as the 

High Priest, climbed up on the altar and gave up His life because He could. That’s what He did on the cross. He did what 

we could not do. Listen, when we say Jesus is our help, this isn’t just Jesus giving us a little nudge to the finish line. This is 

Jesus doing all the work. This is Jesus Who sacrificed everything so that you and I might have the payment that was 

necessary for God.  

2. He disarmed the devil. 

Notice second that Jesus destroyed the one who had the power of death—the devil. Now the Bible has much to say about 

the devil. He’s a murderer, a liar, a deceiver, the accuser of the brethren, a roaring lion seeking who he may devour, the 

great tempter of the people of the earth and he seeks to take many down with him in rebellion against God. But notice 

the text says that Jesus destroyed “the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil…”  Now with the word “destroyed” 

we might right away get this idea of annihilation. That’s not what’s happening and that’s why I phrase it that Jesus disarmed 

the devil. Jesus rendered him futile, toothless, powerless. What does that mean for us? Brothers and sisters in Christ, not 

only did Jesus pay the penalty for our sin, but He went to our enemy and said, “You no longer have power in their lives 

like you used to.”  

That is why when the devil reminds you of your past, you just remind him about his future. He doesn’t have the power to 

tempt you anymore. He doesn’t have the power to control you anymore. You have Christ. You have the Spirit of the living 

God living inside you. The Bible says greater is He Who is in you and me than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4). The devil 

does not have power over you so when he tempts you, you don’t have to have or do that thing. By the power of almighty 

God you can walk away from that temptation and live in freedom instead of bondage. Jesus disarmed the devil. 

3. He delivered us from fear. 

Notice in verse 15 that Jesus also delivered us from fear. These Hebrews were afraid of life. They were afraid of what man 

might do to them. They lived in a season of fear of death. The greatest difference between a believer and unbeliever is 

not how we live life; it’s how we face death. I’ve sat with individuals who were breathing their last breath, who had not 

known the Lord. I’ve seen fear overtake them. Then I’ve also sat with believers and their families in the last moments of 

their lives and with great solace, peace and joy in their hearts, they have said, “Listen, I’m going to be absent from the 

body but I’m going to be present with the Lord!”  

How can sinners say that? Because we have a Captain, a Founder, an Author and Perfecter of our faith. He is going to see 

us through life and will be the One Who takes us from this earthly vessel into a heavenly dwelling place. We don’t have to 

worry about or fear death anymore because we have One Who destroyed death. “O death, where is your victory? O death, 

where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55). Death and the grave have been swallowed up by Jesus Christ once and for all. 

That is why Jesus is the greatest of all time! 

Key Takeaway  

So what do we do with all this? What’s our takeaway today? 

First, recognize how awesome our Jesus is.  

Second, let me also give you another takeaway that will help on Monday and Tuesday when random and unhealthy 

interactions happen, when tribulation comes on Wednesday or Thursday. This is what I hope you are being reminded of. 

The Christian life can be hard. O can it be hard! It’s hard to follow God in an unholy world. It’s hard to remain pure in a 

corrupt generation. It’s hard to be godly in a wicked place. But we can handle it. No matter how difficult things may be, 

we can handle them. How? Only when we take hold of what Christ has already accomplished. We grab the coat tails of 

our Savior. We grab the leg of our Founder—the Captain of our faith—and don’t ever let go.  

Where He goes, I will go. Where He wants to be, I want to be. What He wants to do, I want to do. It’s when we hold on to 

Jesus that we’ll get through this life. Then we will live in victory, not defeat.  



We’re going to turn our attention to communion. What’s that? Communion is the practice that Jesus Himself commissioned 

His followers to do in this season of the already-but-not-yet. In this transitional period, when not everything is subject to 

Jesus yet, the people of God are to remember their Jesus. We are to reflect on all that Jesus did, all He gave up and all He 

sacrificed so that we might be saved. This communion is a time for us to recommit. In light of what Jesus did, what are we 

doing? In light of the holiness that Jesus made available, are we living holy and upright lives?  

So I want you to reflect and remember why we follow this Jesus. Why we trust this Jesus. Why we worship this Jesus. My 

prayer is that you would be so overflowing with joy and gratitude that you would say, “As long as I have breath and life, 

I’m going to proclaim His death, His burial and His resurrection until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). 
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