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It’s a pleasure to have you with us this morning. Please turn in your 

Bibles to the book of Hebrews. If you’re a guest with us, I want to 

give you a special welcome. God is up to some great things here at Village Bible Church and I’m thankful for all He’s doing in and 

through us. 

This morning we’re continuing in our series entitled “Jesus: Greatest of All Time.” Hebrews was written to a group of New Testament 

believers who had given up their Jewish rituals and regulations to enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ. They enjoyed all the 

things Jesus brought them, but it was sometimes hard to leave behind their traditional festivals and celebrations. Often their new 

faith had also cost them relationships with friends and even family members. 

Think about what it might have been like when the festival days like Yom Kippur would come. Normally they would have gathered 

together with their families for this important event that celebrated God’s faithfulness to their ancestors. But now as Christ 

followers, what were they to celebrate? The author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus was in fact an important part of the Old 

Testament story. The various traditions all pointed to Him, then during His life on earth He fulfilled what these rituals represented. 

So in reality their relationship with Jesus combined the Old Testament ways with those of the New Testament, the old covenant 

with the new covenant. 

As we study this book, a lot of this seems distant to us. As Gentiles in 21st century America, we may find Hebrews to be one of the 

most distant books in all the New Testament, because of its deep connection to historic Judaism. In particular, we have little grasp 

of what the Jewish priesthood actually meant. We need to realize that without priests, there would be no Judaism. It was necessary 

to have a figure who stood between the people and God as mediator. This was a man who would go to God on behalf of the 

people, entering the Holy of Holies annually to make sacrifices for their sins. When the New Testament believers entered into a 

relationship with the living Jesus, it was a very new thing for them. They had never had a religion without priests and all the other 

things that used to be so important to them. Without a temple, where were they to worship?  

As a pastor who is part of the evangelical Protestant tradition, I’ve seen a similar confusion in people who come out of a re ligion 

like Catholicism. While they’re grateful to have a personal relationship with Jesus, they wonder if there is a place for things they’re 

used to doing. Where is the priest who will hear their confessions? Where is the priest who will turn the juice and bread into the 

body and blood of Christ? Where is the holy water that makes them clean? They miss these tangible signs of God’s involvement in 

their lives.  

These questions are probably similar to those of the Jewish Christ followers to whom the book of Hebrews was written. Even 

though they had a relationship with the risen Lord Jesus, they also wanted something tangible. Perhaps when the writer of Hebrews 

was writing this letter, the Day of Atonement had just passed, t. he priest had gone into the Holy of Holies for the Jews, but the 

New Testament Christians were wondering, “What are we to do with this? Who will go to God on our behalf?” 

As we’ll see, all through this book the writer is telling them, “You’re not alone? . You have One Who is better, Jesus Himself.” Look 

at Hebrews 2:17-18:.  “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is 

able to help those who are being tempted.” 



Keep going to Hebrews 3:1-2:. “Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest 

of our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house.”   

Then turn to Hebrews 4:14-16: 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted 

as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 

Essentially the author of Hebrews is saying, “Everyone needs a high priest.” Even though we’re Gentiles, we at Village Bible Church 

need a high priest. Even though we live in the 21st century, although we live here in America, we are in need of a high priest. The 

difference for us is the High Priest we have is One Who once and for all made propitiation for sin on the cross of Calvary. Then 

Jesus entered the Holy of Holies in heaven, sat down and now intercedes on our behalf. We don’t need a man to go into the Holy 

of Holies in an earthly tabernacle; we have One Who has entered into the Holy of Holies in the heavenly tabernacle, not to make 

sacrifices over and over again. He did that once for all on the cross and now He’s seated at the right hand of God the Father.  

The readers of this letter might have been asking, “Where’s our guy who will go into the Holy of Holies?” The writer tells them, “It’s 

Jesus.” He’s not just a high priest, but as we learned last week, He is the great High Priest Who is able to sympathize with us. He 

stands in solidarity with those for whom He intercedes with the Father.  

What we’ll see in our text today may seem foreign to us. This is part of the reason why it can be difficult for us who are Gentiles to 

understand the book of Hebrews. In Hebrews 5:1-10, the writer is building on the things he’s established in the first four chapters. 

We have a High Priest Who sympathizes with us, Who because of His work on Calvary gives us confidence to enter the Holy of 

Holies ourselves, where we can receive grace and mercy in our time of need. Why is Jesus qualified to represent us in this way? 

Unlike us, the readers would be interested in the qualification of His birth. We read in the Gospel accounts that Jesus was in the 

line of Judah. He wasn’t in the priestly line of Levi. He wasn’t a descendant of Aaron. That might have been of significant concern 

to the Jews. “How could someone who is not in the line of Levi be qualified to be a high priest?” As we’ll see, the writer is able to 

assure people that in fact Jesus was fully qualified to serve as our High Priest forever.  

Let’s look now at Hebrews 5:1-10:  

1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices 

for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated 

to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when 

called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, 

    today I have begotten you”; 

6 as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 

death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And 

being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the 

order of Melchizedek. 

One of the highlights for me at our church is our monthly shepherding meeting. All of our elders and their wives from all our 

campuses gather to eat, worship together, pray for our congregations and hear reports on what God is doing on our various 

campuses. I’m also privileged to give some instruction to our elders to help them be the best shepherds they can be. One 

assignment I was given some time ago was to teach on the qualifications for eldership. This is important because there are specific 

qualifications described in Scripture. In 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 there are lists of characteristics that help to determine whether or 

not a man is qualified to serve the church in the role of elder based on what God approves. These are actually daunting lists.  

We actually looked at these last Monday and the final question we asked was whether our families are in a place of order so that 

we remain qualified to continue in the elder roles. As it says in 1 Timothy 3:5, “If someone does not know how to manage his own 



household, how will he care for God's church?” If a man’s little flock isn’t in order, how can he serve the big flock? In other words, not 

every man is eligible to be an elder according to the Bible. After we go through these considerations in our meetings, there is a 

sense of delight as we realize we’re in a special relationship with God as His undershepherds. By His grace and mercy, assuming 

we’re qualified, God then gives us everything we need to fulfill this role. 

The matter of qualification was big for the Jewish high priests. Next to the king, the high priest was the most important person in 

all of Judaism. The king would speak on behalf of himself to his people, but the high priest would speak on behalf of God to the 

people, as well as speaking on behalf of the people to God. So the question they were asking was, “Is Jesus qualified?” Hebrews 

5:1-10 gives a hearty “Amen,” saying that yes, Jesus in fact is qualified to serve as our great High Priest forever.  

In points one and two, I’m going to show you how Jesus meets the qualifications, then in point three, I’m going to apply what we 

learn about Jesus as the High Priest to our role as priests underneath Him. 

Jesus is qualified because He is committed to the people.  

First, Jesus is qualified to be the High Priest forever because He is committed to the people. Look at Hebrews 5:1-2:. “For every high 

priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal 

gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness.” The high priest would go into the Holy of Holies to 

offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for the sins of those whom he served. What the author is implying in these verses is that 

the high priests of Judaism were not qualified to be the great High Priest, because they themselves were sinful. This was essentially 

shooting a cannonball across the bow of Judaism. The original high priests did not reach the standard God actually wanted for the 

One Who would serve as the High Priest forever on behalf of His people. 

The first qualification we see in verse one is that the high priest must be a man “chosen from among men.” In other words, no angel 

or other celestial being could serve in this capacity. It had to be a mortal human being like those whom he would represent.  

The second criterion was that he would “act on behalf of men in relation to God.” He had to have a solid relationship with two groups: 

with the people he served and with God. The high priest could not be one who lived in an ivory tower and who never interacted 

with people.  

That’s also true of those of us who are called to be elders. Even though these are distinct roles, God requires these leaders—as 

with all leaders—to be shepherds who are close to their flock. David made a good king because he understood well the 

responsibilities of a shepherd. Howard Hendricks, who was a professor at Dallas Theological Seminary, said that God’s shepherds 

must smell like sheep. In other words, the leader must be around the people he’s leading enough to “smell” like them—the good 

and the bad. But apparently the high priests back then weren’t always doing this. 

Another quality of good shepherding was that the shepherd would “deal gently” with them. The high priest’s role was the most 

spiritual role in all of Israel. He had been selected by his peers to lead. We see something of a parallel in today’s Roman Catholic 

papacy. The high priest was high above everyone else. What he said mattered. What he did mattered. People would celebrate 

being in his presence. It would be easy for priests to think they have arrived, that they are superior to those whom they represent.  

One of the qualifications for an elder is that he not be a new convert. Paul says in 1 Timothy 3:6, “He must not be a recent convert, 

or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.” A man may have the knowledge and skill to lead, 

as well as some of the holiness, but without humility he would still not be qualified. The author of Hebrews knew that even though 

the role of high priest was extremely important, carrying significant authority and demanding great respect, nevertheless he should 

not consider himself to be above those whom he served. Rather, he was to deal gently with the people because he never forgot 

he too was a sinner. 

Even though he was not a priest, Isaiah the prophet demonstrated this attitude beautifully in Isaiah 6. When he entered into the 

presence of almighty God, he exclaimed, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5). 

He knew he was connected to the people he served. He was able to deal gently with others because he knew his own weakness. 

The author of Hebrews is not only pointing the readers to the high qualifications of Jesus to be the great High Priest, but he was 

also implying the extent to which the priests of that day had gone off base. During that time, the position of high priest ended up 

going to the highest bidder. A man could actually buy his way into that role. The only qualification was that he had enough money. 



Moreover, the high priests no longer served as mediators between God and man; rather, they served as mediators between man 

and the king, man and Rome. No longer did he function as the spiritual go-between he was called to be.  

Finally, the office was pretty much a matter of ceremony instead of being a benefit to the people. If you can find a picture of the 

high priests in that day, you’ll see that they wore a necklace from which were suspended 12 tablets, symbolic of Israel’s twelve 

tribes. This was supposed to remind him of the people he was intended to serve. Yet after Jesus’ time on earth, the priest became 

so distant from the people they could not even enter his presence.  

The author of Hebrews identifies three specific criteria that describe the commitment the high priest was supposed to have. First, 

he needed to intercede for the people. Second, he needed to identify with the people. And third, he needed to be invited to serve. 

He was committed to interceding for the people. 

First, the high priest was required to intercede for the people, to act on behalf of mankind before God. In Judaism, an individual 

did not have the ability you and I have today to give personal praise to God or to receive personal forgiveness of sin. Everything 

was done on a corporate basis. That’s why the people needed a high priest to go between them and God. Individuals could not 

themselves draw near to God. 

Ideally, the priest would be a man who loved and cared for the people so much that he would not leave them in their sin, but was 

pleading with God to forgive them so they would walk in freedom before Him. The priest would sacrifice an animal on the altar in 

order that the people would be in right standing with God.  

He was committed to identifying with the people. 

Hebrews 5:2-3 says, “He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. Because of this he is 

obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people.” A good high priest who followed the Law would not 

be haughty or filled with judgment or wrath toward the people. He would never belittle them for their sins. Why? Because he knew 

himself to also be a sinful human. He would enter the Holy of Holies and make two sacrifices: one for himself and another for the 

sins of the people. He had to be right before God before he could represent the people to God. The reason the priest could not be 

haughty was because he knew what it was like to be tempted and fall into sin.  

He needed to be invited to serve the people. 

This was not a role he could take upon himself; it had to be offered to him. It must have been humbling for others to come to a 

man and say, “We believe you are fit for this role.”  

The closest way I can relate to this was the time I was invited to become pastor of this church. I’ll never forget the meeting that 

was called after I had preached a handful of times here. One of the men at the meeting said, “We believe you are called to be the 

preacher here at Village Bible Church.” At that time, I enjoyed preaching every once in a while, but I didn’t feel an overwhelming 

calling. Even though I was willing to do whatever the Lord called me to do, it was the affirmation of God’s people that actually 

brought me to this role. Had those individuals not said what they did to me, I would not be here today. 

The high priest in Israel was invited to serve in that capacity. It was never to be something that he sought on his own. Yet in the 

day when this author was writing, the high priests had walked away not only from this qualification, but from the other two as well. 

They were not interceding for the people. They did not identify with the people. Nor had they even been invited to serve. 

In fact, when Jesus talked about the priests in His day, He said that these men not only did not draw the people closer to God, but 

they also actually created barriers between the people and God. They might have claimed this was to protect the people, but that’s 

not what it was. Jesus told them they were overwhelming the people with burdens they could not bear. He called them 

whitewashed tombs filled with dead man’s bones and other terrible things (Matthew 23:27-28). Why? Because they would preach 

what they themselves never practiced. 

The Christians the author was writing to wanted to go back to this corrupt system that had so lost its way, when they now had 

Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of their faith (Hebrews 12:2) as their great High Priest. They thought He wasn’t enough. But Jesus 

came to replace what was missing in the priesthood. 

Jesus was fully committed to interceding for the people. He left heaven and all it gave Him to endure great pain and sorrow and 

ultimately death—why? Did He need to somehow purge His own sin? No. He did it to seek and save you and me and others who 



were lost (Luke 19:10). He did this so He might be the Mediator we desperately needed, because He lived in an undefiled and 

unobstructed relationship with His Father. If anyone had reason to be haughty or arrogant, it would have been Jesus because He 

was not beset by sin. In fact, later in Hebrews we’ll read how He made one sacrifice for sin. Why would one be enough? Because 

He Himself had no sin to atone for, He went into the Holy of Holies with one thing in mind: to provide mediation for our sins. 

Because Jesus is the great High Priest Who is sinless, He only has to worry about you and me.  

This established Jesus as a sympathetic Priest Who lives in solidarity with His people. He didn’t have to put on flesh, but He did. He 

made His dwelling among us because He loved and cared for us. That’s what makes Jesus greater than any other priest the Hebrews 

could have followed. 

Jesus is qualified because He meets three criteria perfectly.  

The author of Hebrews gives three reasons why Jesus meets the qualifications for being the High Priest.  

He was appointed by God. 

Look at Hebrews 5:4: “And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.”  Now, there’s a reason 

why the writer brings up Aaron.  and we’ll get to that in a moment. He continues in verse five, “So also Christ did not exalt himself to 

be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says also in another 

place, ‘You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.’” 

The author is going back to the books of Numbers and Leviticus, where we find the establishment of the Levitical priesthood which.  

began with Aaron, the brother of Moses. Moses was called to lead the people; Aaron was called to be the priestly mediator between 

God and His people. Aaron never sought this role; rather, God sovereignly established him as the first high priest. Likewise, God is 

the One Who decided that Jesus Christ would be our High Priest. Even before He came to earth, it was prophesied by the psalmist 

that He would be “a priest forever” (Psalm 110:1-4). Whom is he speaking of? Jesus Christ.  

Even though all the other religions in our day are said to also lead to God, that’s blasphemy to God. God said, “There is one Mediator 

between Me and mankind—My Son, Jesus Christ” (1 Timothy 2:5). You can’t come any other way. There is no other mediator. Jesus 

is the only High Priest forever. Buddha, Krishna, Mohammed—none of them meet the criteria. Only Jesus Christ was appointed by 

God to save sinners and bring them into a right relationship with Himself. 

He was approved by God. 

Keep reading in verse seven. This is so very important. If there is a verse in all of Hebrews that connects Jesus’ qualification to serve 

both as the Priest over men and a Priest before God, it’s verse seven. “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.” 

These are like two bookends. First, He offered prayers and supplications, which was the primary task of the priests. However, the 

legitimacy of a priest wasn’t that he could pray prayers; it was that God could hear and receive his prayers. Jesus offered prayers 

and supplications “with loud cries and tears.” Why did that matter? He did it in His role of Intercessor. His prayers weren’t only for 

Himself; they were also for the people. The cries and tears were proof that He loved the people. He was a Shepherd Who loved 

His flock. Many commentators believe this is an allusion to Jesus’ high priestly prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane (John 17). On 

the night He was betrayed, before He was arrested, He lifted up prayers with cries and tears. “Lord, let this cup pass from Me.” The 

Father responded, “No.” Jesus then said, “Okay, not My will, but Yours be done.” Then He moved to praying for the needs of His 

flock. He prayed for His disciples, and for us—and His prayers were heard.  

As the writer of Hebrews says, these prayers were heard “because of his reverence”—because of His holiness and righteousness. He 

was approved by God. How do we know this? Because He prayed, and God heard and answered His prayers on our behalf. He was 

a righteous High Priest.  

The God of the universe cared enough for us to enter humanity, to suffer, to shed tears for us and this made Him a sympathetic 

High Priest Who could empathize with our frailties and sorrows. He’s the only One Who can save you this morning. He’s the only 

One Who can make sinners right with God.  

 



He was accredited by God. 

Jesus was appointed by God. He didn’t take the title for Himself; God gave it to Him. He was approved by God, which means His 

prayers were heard and answered. And third, Jesus was accredited by God. Look at Hebrews 5:8-10: “Although he was a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” 

Notice a couple things here. First, we see that He was made perfect—that is, His role was completed—by His suffering. This allowed 

Him to sympathize with us. Then He also accomplished something very important: He became the source of eternal salvation. The 

reason why Jesus is the greatest High Priest of all time is because all the other high priests could only offer temporal salvation. 

They would go into the Holy of Holies to offer sacrifices for sin, then the people of God would be okay for another year, but that 

was all. When Jesus entered the Holy of Holies, tearing down the wall of separation between us and God through His blameless 

life and His sacrifice on Calvary, His salvation was not just for one year—it is eternal. That means we no longer have to seek 

redemption for our sins over and over. Once and for all Jesus made propitiation for our sins and then sat down at the right hand 

of the Father. Therefore, for all time He became the source of eternal salvation for all those who will obey Him. Our part is 

confession and repentance through which we can receive Him as our Savior and Lord.  

Again, as 21st-century Gentiles, we don’t really understand what’s going on here. I imagine the Jewish people of that day were 

thinking, “Wait a minute. There’s something being overlooked here. Jesus was of the line of Judah. None of our priests came from 

the tribe of Judah; they came from the Levite clan.” After Aaron was appointed to be the first high priest, God set the Levites apart 

to be those whom He would call to serve as priests before the people. Because of this, the people would believe Jesus did not 

qualify for the priesthood. That’s why the author of Hebrews tells them, “Wait a minute. Jesus is even better than Aaron. He serves 

in the order of Melchizedek.”  

We won’t spend a lot of time on this today. If you think Pastor Tim preaches a long sermon, the whole book of Hebrews is a really 

one long sermon. So this is actually just a preview of something the author will talk about in more detail later. In Hebrews 7 and 9, 

he will expand more on who Melchizedek was and did. In case you don’t want to wait until then, I’ll mention that Melchizedek is 

first introduced in Genesis 14. After Abraham fought and won a battle to save his nephew Lot from a neighboring nation, we are 

told of a mysterious figure named Melchizedek. We’re told he was the “priest of Salem”—the priest of Jerusalem. Then as quickly 

as he came on the stage, he left.  

Melchizedek is one of the most mysterious characters in Scripture. Many commentators believe he was a picture of the pre-

incarnate Jesus Himself. But  we’re told here that Jesus does not follow the lineage of Aaron or the Levites; He actually predates 

them. If We’re told in Genesis 14 that Abraham encountered Melchizedek and paid homage to him. That happened long before 

the days of Isaac (Genesis 21), Jacob (Genesis 25) and Moses (Exodus 2). There were hundreds of years between the time of 

Abraham and the time of Aaron (Exodus 4); then there were another thousand years before Melchizedek is mentioned again here 

in Hebrews. 

The point the writer is making is that Jesus is greater than the best of the Levitical high priests because He comes from an order 

that is totally unique. We’ll talk more about this when we get to Hebrews 9. But for now, we have seen the two main reasons why 

Jesus is the great High Priest forever. So let’s put a bow on this and ask, “Okay, church, how are we to respond?” 

Since Jesus is our great High Priest, we have a calling as priests.  

We need a High Priest. We don’t need men with collars and robes and vestments to be our go-between. Rather, we need the 

faithful High Priest Jesus Who intercedes on our behalf. We need Him every hour of every day. He’s the High Priest. One of the jobs 

of the High Priest was to lead other priests. If Jesus is our High Priest, who are His priests? As the leaders of the Reformation remind 

us, there is a universal priesthood of all believers. There is no real laity/priest distinction in the Kingdom of God. Pastor Tim is not 

your intermediary between yourself and God. All of us have been given access directly to God through Jesus. 

Turn to 1 Peter 2:4-5 where we read this:. “As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house...” to do what? “To be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices.” You might be thinking, “Wait a minute. I thought Jesus was the High Priest. I thought He offered up holy sacrifices.” 

Remember what Romans 12:1 says: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 



sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  If in fact Jesus is your High Priest today, then your job is to be 

a priest underneath Him, to offer sacrifices. What is our calling as priests? It’s twofold. 

Marveling at His endurance and excellence 

Just as the priests in the Old Testament led in the worship of God, we lead in worship both to the Father and to our Mediator Jesus 

Christ. Jesus was the One Who left heaven to become our High Priest, so we can have a relationship with God. That’s why we sang 

today, “O What a Beautiful Name It Is.” That’s why we sang, “O the Love of My Redeemer.” We’re marveling at this One Who left 

heaven, Who suffered and died for us so that He might be a sympathetic Savior Who was able to save us from our sins. We worship 

and adore Him for this. 

Making every effort to follow His example. 

Notice in Hebrews 5:9, whom is Jesus serving as High Priest? “…[T]o all who obey him.” Our obedience is our worship. The way we 

show that Jesus Christ is our High Priest is we follow His example.  

The high priest back then was like the President of our day. He had undersecretaries. He set the vision and the direction, then 

those who were under him did what he wanted. You and I are the underling priests of the people of God. How do we follow His 

example? 

1. We do it in supplication. Let me ask, priests of the living God, are you lifting up prayers and supplications with cries and tears to 

the only One Who can save you from death? Do you really believe you’re praying to the One Who can save us from death? Are you 

praying for only for yourself or are you following the example of the great high priestly prayer of Jesus in John 17, where He says 

He’s not only praying for Himself, but He’s praying for you? Are you following His example in prayer? 

2. We do it in suffering. I need to be honest with you, I hate this year. Anybody with me? It has been a brutal year. I was telling my 

family, I’m not sure that I would look back at 2020 and say, “That was a highlight. Let’s redo that.” As we face potential new 

shutdowns, I’m growing weary. As I look back, I can’t say I’ve thrived that much this year. Jesus reminds me that He endured 

suffering for a purpose. My prayer in recent days has been that I would not just endure 2020, but that I would do it purposefully. I 

need to live out what I preach. We don’t need to just survive this thing—let’s thrive. .  

So I ask, “God, how are You wanting to use these disappointments and unmet expectations in our lives?” It says in Hebrews that 

suffering is what made Jesus complete. Could it be that God is giving 2020 to Village Bible Church, and to you and me individually, 

to complete us, making us more like Him? How are we leaning into our suffering even as Christ did? 

3. We do it in our service. Jesus came to intercede for and.  identify with those around Him. Can that be said of you and me this 

morning? Are we serving the world we live in by interceding? The Bible says we have treasure in jars of clay. The Bible says we are 

ambassadors, speaking on behalf of God to others, telling them to get right with God. The only way we will intercede is if we love 

the people in this world where God has placed us; if we identify with them, realizing they are lost and without a Savior. As a priest 

of the High Priest Jesus Christ, do we love our neighbors as ourselves? Do we truly know that our neighbors and family and friends 

who don’t know Jesus are lost and without hope? The only hope they have is the hope we had when we, in our weakness and sin, 

came into a relationship with the great High Priest, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Do you love people so much that you’d get out of your comfort zone and share with them the only hope they have—the hope of 

Jesus Christ. These verses are foreign to us. We don’t understand what it’s like to have a priest. But let us never forget that when 

that saving work was done for you and me, Jesus went into the Holy of Holies and paid for our sin, bringing us into right standing 

with God. You are where you are, experiencing the salvation you’re experiencing, because Jesus is the greatest High Priest of all 

time. Amen? Let’s go and tell the world about Him.  
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