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Turn in your Bibles to the book of Hebrews. We’re in a verse-by-

verse series in this incredible New Testament book written by an 

unknown author. He obviously loved Jesus, he loved the Jewish people and he longed for his fellow Christ followers to persevere 

in the middle of struggle and persecution.  

He’s been reminding the Hebrews that to give up on Jesus would be the most foolish thing they could do. In the first four chapters, 

we’ve seen record breaking reminder that Jesus is the greatest of all time. He’s greater than the angels. He’s greater than the 

prophets. He’s greater than the patriarchs. He’s greater than the Law. He’s greater than the Law-giver, Moses. Today, we’ll see that 

Jesus is greater than any of the high priests who came before Him.  

The context of Hebrews is quite different from the context in which we’re living today. Also, the book was written to Hebrew 

Christians and we’re Gentiles. His readers had a certain knowledge of life under the Old Testament Jewish patterns, which is not 

something we’ve experienced. Plus this book was written 2,000 years ago in a land on the other side of the globe. Yet, as we’ll 

discover, much of what we will read still applies to us. The awesome Savior they worshiped is the same Savior we worship and our 

awareness of this should radically change who we are and how we live.  

The topic our text addresses today is that of the high priest of Israel. When we see Jesus as High Priest, we need to understand 

how what He’s doing is a reflection of what the earlier high priests did. When we do, we’ll see how His service as our High Priest is 

something we need to depend on in our hour of need. Let’s look now at Hebrews 4:14-16:  

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we 

do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

I want you to imagine for a moment that it’s election day. The day had come. Everyone held their breath, speculating on the 

outcome. It seemed that you, the candidate, were  going to be selected based on your looks, aptitude, character and ability to 

speak with eloquence. If you were elected, you would be given great authority and prestige. You’d have a security guard and would 

be revered by the masses. You would be the talk of the nation. 

You’re probably thinking I’m talking about what happened this past week. I’m not. I’m talking about what would have happened in 

Jerusalem when they needed to elect a high priest. As high priest, you would have been chosen by a sort of electoral college—the 

70 members of the Sanhedrin. These were the chief leaders, rabbis and teachers in Israel. They debated and dialoged about whom 

should be chosen. The reason they needed to pick just the right man was because his role was even more important than the role 

of Israel’s king. The king was responsible to interact with and oversee the people. The high priest served as the mediator between 

the people and God Himself.  

Jewish historians tell us that this election was more elaborate than the annunciation of a new king. The qualities of the leading 

candidates for the high priest were carefully considered until the best man was selected. After that, the new high priest was 

inaugurated with great pomp and joy. Trumpets would be blown and shouts of exclamation would be heard. The announcement 



would be made by a man who was called the patron of the court. He would stand before the people and say, “The winner is...” The 

author of Hebrews is acting as the patron of the court in the verses we read today. He took upon himself to announce the selection 

of the greatest High Priest of all: “The winner is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens...” Who is He? Who is the winner of this? “…Jesus, the Son 

of God…”  This morning we’re going to look into Who this High Priest named Jesus is and the role He plays in the lives of those who 

are His followers. As we’ll see, Jesus is the great High Priest for four distinct reasons. 

Jesus wins because He reigns supreme over everything! 

Often the high priest was selected because he was the son of a certain father. We saw that with Aaron and his two sons, Nadab 

and Abihu. We see that with Eli and his two sons. But Jesus is greater than the other high priests because He is the Son of Almighty 

God in heaven.  

Notice how the author of Hebrews speaks of Jesus. He isn’t just one of many high priests; He is “the great High Priest.” This is the 

only time in the Scriptures when “great” is used to modify the title of high priest. Of course, all high priests were prominent figures. 

The ones we know, such as Aaron, Eli and Samuel, were men of high honor. But even Melchizedek, whom we’ll read about later in 

Hebrews, was not called great. 

Jesus is greater than all the other high priests—why? For one thing, Jesus is able to approach the Father in a unique way. Verse 14 

says He “has passed through the heavens.” Most high priests, on the Day of Atonement, would enter into the Holy of Holies where 

God’s presence dwelled, then they would offer sacrifices for the sins of the people. According to Numbers 16, if the high priest did 

not perform this duty exactly as God had instructed, he would die. We’ve seen this happen in Scripture, especially in the case of 

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu. They used unauthorized fire during the sacrificial process and were killed as a result. Aaron didn’t 

even contest what God had done because he understood that one cannot mess around with God.  

By contrast, look how Jesus approaches God. He didn’t meet the Father here on earth; rather, He ascended into heaven, passing 

through the clouds. That means He is now able to approach the Father in a place of total perfection apart from the presence of 

any sin. Not only does Jesus approach God differently than the other high priests; He lacks the sense of anxiety that all the other 

high priests must have felt. They realized if they didn’t do everything perfectly, they were at risk of dying. They not only had to 

follow the meticulous instructions God had given them; they needed to do everything with the right heart.  

Jesus however approaches God with a perfect heart. He has no anxiety because His work on earth had been completely finished. 

Look back at Hebrews 1:3. There we read that “After making purification for sins, [Jesus] sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high.”  Jesus had completed the ministry of a high priest in that He made purification for sins.   

In the case of other high priests, this purification required the sacrifice of a spotless animal, after which the blood would be 

sprinkled on the mercy seat. In Jesus’ case, He Himself was the sacrificial Lamb. He laid down His life, making purification for sins. 

After that, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  

Moving to Hebrews 1:13, we read, “To which of the angels has [God] ever said, ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool 

for your feet’?”  All the other high priests had to do work when they entered the Holy of Holies, then after that they left. They couldn’t 

dawdle; this was serious business. Jesus is greater because when He comes into the presence of God, He sits down. His work has 

been completed. Jesus comes into the presence of His Father without any fear or anxiety. He doesn’t even need to keep standing. 

He is the sinless Lamb Who was slain. He is the great High Priest. 

The Hebrew audience would have understood that Jesus was the great High Priest, the One Who had created all that is seen and 

unseen. But their response might have been, “Because Jesus is so great, I’m never going to be able to go near Him.” In their day, 

no one could get near the high priests because they were set apart. According to rabbinical records, high priests could not attend 

parties or other social gatherings. The high priests in Jesus’ day were the first people to “social distance.” They also could do no 

menial tasks like cleaning or cooking. This may sound weird, but the law required that the high priest not even change his clothes 

in the presence of any other individual except his wife. The high priest was utterly set apart for the work he was called to do. 

According to the writer of Hebrews, what made Jesus the greatest High Priest wasn’t set apart like this. Verse 15 says, “For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses...”  The readers would have expected something very different. 



Such a great High Priest would surely have been in a different area code altogether. Yet Jesus was fully able to interact with people. 

He can even sympathize with us because He had suffered alongside us. He can join us in our troubles. How is this possible? Because 

Jesus put on flesh and made His dwelling among us (John 1:14). This would have been a radical idea for the Hebrews and the 

Greeks in that day.  

The Greeks saw God as completely detached from His creation. They believed He was apathetic to the circumstances of earthly 

life. The Jews knew God to be loving and faithful, yet totally transcendent. If anyone actually saw God, they would not live to tell it.  

What Jesus actually did should blow us away. Remember that we saw in Hebrews 1 that Jesus was the One Who created and Who 

upholds the universe by the power of His word—the radiance, glory and exact imprint of God’s nature. All these things speak of 

His transcendence. He’s so much higher and greater than anything we can imagine. Then we get to Hebrews 2:17: “Therefore he 

had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 

make propitiation for the sins of the people.” For Him to be the great High Priest, Jesus had to become like one of us. 

Jesus wins because He sympathizes with our struggles! 

Why? Because a high priest was called to represent people to God. In order for us to be saved, Jesus had to take on the role of 

High Priest in order to represent you and me in our sin before a holy and righteous God. By putting on flesh, in a sense Jesus 

became foreign to God. In particular, He was able to sympathize with our weakness. Yes, God is all-knowing, but He didn’t know 

what it was like to be human until Christ put on flesh and came to live with us.  

Jesus was able to experience what we experience.  

By becoming a human, Jesus was then able to experience. In the words of Eugene Peterson, “To be human is to be in trouble.” 

Humans are frail. We struggle with things. We have many constraints. We’re always hungry. We always need rest. By putting aside 

flesh, Jesus set aside His rights and preferences, then entered into the constraints of humanity. He hungered and thirsted and 

needed rest. Because of these experiences, Jesus can now share in our sufferings.  

Maybe today you’re going through some things and are wondering who could understand them. Who knows what it’s like to go 

through what you’re going through? Maybe you’ve lost someone you love. Maybe you’ve been mocked or scorned. Maybe you’re 

experiencing physical or emotional pain. I want you to know that Jesus Christ, your great High Priest, stands beside you and says, 

“I’ve been there.”  

As parents, when our children come to us with their troubles, we may have a tendency to respond, “Suck it up. I’ve been there. 

That’s life.” My father, who grew up in Baghdad, would remind me of the sand dunes he would have to walk across to get to 

school—ten miles of them. It wasn’t snow, but sand. None of that was true, but he wanted me to know, “If you think you have it 

bad, I had it worse.” You know you’re getting old when you start saying things like that to your kids. Jesus doesn’t do that with us. 

He has indeed experienced what we’re experiencing, but there’s more. 

Jesus sympathizes with our emotions.  

Jesus knows what it’s like to suffer. We read about Jesus at a wedding celebration, enjoying the joy of that event. But He also felt 

great sorrow, looking at the tomb of His friend Lazarus, and weeping.  

Maybe you’re feeling some strong emotions right now. Jesus doesn’t just say, “I’ve been there.” Rather, He enters into your 

emotions. When you cry, He cries. When you’re filled with laughter, He too laughs. We have a High Priest in heaven Who knows 

what it’s like to be human. You may be thinking, “Okay, so Jesus can reminisce about those emotions and feelings.” But remember, 

when Christ ascended to heaven, He ascended as a fully human individual. He left His humanity behind. Today, seated in the 

throne room of heaven is a fully deified and fully human Savior and Lord.  

Those saints who have gone before us, those who are absent from the body and present with the Lord, desire to have bodies like 

Christ’s glorious body. They’re looking forward to the resurrection of their bodies so they will be like Christ. On this side of heaven, 

we too look forward to that day when, in a twinkling of an eye, we will be changed into our resurrected bodies.  



Christ’s body is what the disciples saw; the body Thomas touched; the body that will forever be human. He will forever sit in the 

presence of our God. He’s able to say, “I not only know what it’s like to be human, Father, but I still am human.” What an awesome 

thought that is. We have a Savior Who sympathizes with our struggles. 

That’s why Peter writes in 1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all your anxieties on him”—throw your cares and concerns on Him— “because he cares 

for you.” Jesus cares for you as One Who has gone to the mat just like you have, Who has struggled like you’re struggling. But there’s 

another way in which He relates to our lives. 

Jesus wins because He lived a life without sin!  

In verse 15 we read, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 

has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” One of the assignments of the high priest was to understand the people whom he 

served. This is seen in Isaiah 6:5, where Isaiah says, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” 

Isaiah understood not only his sin, but that of the people he represented. This is where Jesus is even greater. Jesus doesn’t have 

any sins to confess. He doesn’t have any sins that would keep Him from a right relationship with the God to Whom He speaks on 

our behalf. Yet even though He lived without sin, He was “in every respect tempted as we are...”  

This doesn’t mean Jesus was tempted with every single possible sin. He didn’t have a list on which He crossed off all possible 

temptations. Rather, He was tempted in such a way that He can sympathize with all of us who have been tempted by sin. 

Remember, none of us are tempted by every possible sin. Men are tempted differently than women. Old people are tempted 

differently than young people. This means that everything Jesus was actually tempted by did not cause Him to sin. Therefore He 

knows what it’s like to have strong temptations. He knows what it’s like to say no to things and to say yes to His Father. When you 

and I are being hounded by temptation, we can look to our great High Priest Who was also tempted but Who never sinned. He 

gave us the roadmap to victory when He prayed, “Not My will, Father, but Your will be done” (Matthew 26:39).  

Turn to Hebrews 5:3. Something happens here that shows us how Jesus is greater than any other high priest. Because He is sinless, 

there’s one part of the priestly duty that does not apply to Him. “Because of this he [the high priest] is obligated to offer sacrifice for 

his own sins just as he does for those of the people.” Go next to Hebrews 7:26-27 to learn how Jesus is different. 

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for 

all when he offered up himself.  

The Hebrew people who were hearing these words for the first time understood what was required of their high priest. Before he 

could be their advocate with God, he had to be an advocate for himself. As the great High Priest, Jesus only has to focus on our 

situation. He only needs to advocate for us, not for Himself, because He is the spotless Lamb Who was slain. He is able to approach 

the throne of God and speak confidently on our behalf. Even as the accuser tries to destroy our status with God, Jesus has perfect 

communion with His Father and thus can successfully intercede for us. He’s doing this for you, even when you’re not aware of it. 

He’s the heavenly lobbyist for those of us who are sinners, so we can find help in our time of need.  

Jesus wins because He graces us with all the support we need! 

Jesus is One Who reigns supreme, He sympathizes with our struggles and He lived a life without sin. The final reason why Jesus is 

the winner as the greatest of high priests is because He graces us with all the support we need. He is able to address our greatest 

issues. 

Right away we think our greatest issues are those that are in the here and now. We’re focused on where we need Jesus in this time 

and place. And yes, we need Him every hour, as the hymn writer says. But let me remind you that our need for Jesus now pales in 

comparison to our need for Him at a certain time in the future. 

Look at Hebrews 4:16. We need Jesus so “with confidence” we can “draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.”  What is that time? You might say it is all the time and that’s true. We need Him all the time, but 

there’s a specific time being talked about here. What’s going on here is a limitation to the translation of this verse. We need to go 



back to a verse we looked at last week that talks about a specific moment in time. Hebrews 4:13 says, “And no creature is hidden 

from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”  

There’s a time and place coming when we’re going to stand before God and give an account for our lives. We won’t be able to lie 

our way through this. We won’t be able to explain our way through it. We will be naked and exposed. On the day of judgment, 

every man, woman and child will come before God in His throne room. Because of the filth our sins, we will be unable to stand in 

that hour. We’ll be naked and exposed. We’ll be filled with great fear, knowing we have to account for the lives we’ve led. But then 

something shifts. By the time we get to verse 16, it speaks of us being able to draw near to the throne, not with anxiety or fear, but 

with confidence. How can we who are sinners approach the holy throne of God with confidence? The answer is Jesus. We will need 

is a High Priest to go before us. How does He do this? He gives us two things, two gifts, that move us from having to be exposed 

because of our sin and fearful of giving an account, to approaching the throne with confidence. What are those gifts? They’re mercy 

and grace. Those words might just sound like nice things, but they’re much more than that.  

We’ll approach the throne as sinners deserving of death, or more specifically, eternity in hell, separated from God. As our High 

Priest, Jesus gives us mercy. Mercy is the act of withholding punishment. Mercy means we won’t be getting the punishment we 

deserve. The thing that will hold us upright in the throne room of God is first a crutch called “mercy.” Jesus is the merciful High 

Priest, as it says in Hebrews 2:17. Because of what He has done and because He is our Advocate before the Father, we no longer 

have to fear hell.  

Then there’s a second crutch that also enables us to stand upright in the presence of almighty God and that’s grace. Through His 

Son Jesus, God gives us what we do not deserve, namely, a relationship with Himself and a place in heaven for all eternity. Because 

of Jesus and what He gives us, you and I no longer have to come before God with fear. Instead, we can come before His throne 

with grateful confidence, knowing the One Who saved us and Who advocates and intercedes for us allows us to look at our Father 

and even hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” We have a High Priest. He is the victor and His name is Jesus, the 

Son of God. 

So what do we do with all this? Remember, we’re Gentiles. We’ve never had a high priest, so it’s hard for us to fully relate to this. If 

we have accepted Jesus as our High Priest—the One Who represents us before God and Who builds the bridge between us and 

God—then there are things we also need to do. Jesus is doing His work. We cannot do His work, do the writer of Hebrews gives us 

two commands.  

In light of Jesus, let us cling to our confession! 

The first command is in verse 14: “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 

us hold fast our confession.”  We must cling to our confession. In all likelihood the confession the author is referring to is that which 

these people made when they were baptized. “I believe. I trust. I give my allegiance to Jesus.” Then they would enter the waters of 

baptism. 

Our High Priest will acknowledge His people to God. “I’m not here just to represent Myself; I’m here for these people.” What Jesus 

asks us to do is acknowledge Him to others. As He says in Matthew 10:32, “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven.” You and I cannot receive all the benefits and blessings that come because of our 

relationship to the great High Priest if we’re unwilling to acknowledge Him to the world. We need to speak of Him in our workplaces, 

neighborhoods, families; to our children; parents, friends and strangers. We need to tell them that we have a Savior—a great High 

Priest Who entered into heaven—Who can wash us clean from every iniquity so we can stand before the Father. We need to tell 

them they too can stand before the throne of God with confidence when they put their faith and trust in this Savior. Are you 

clinging to this confession? Are you articulating it to everyone who will listen?  

In light of Jesus, let us draw close to Him with confidence!  

Maybe some of you had a bad week regarding your sins. Maybe you looked at things you weren’t supposed to, said things that 

should never have come out of your mouth, thought things you shouldn’t have or treated people in a wrong way. Maybe you made 

light of God when you should have made much of Him, so you’re feeling pretty bogged down right now. You’re thinking, “God won’t 

accept me. I’ve messed up one too many times.” I want you to know that because Jesus is your High Priest, you can draw near to 



Him today. You can experience His forgiveness, love and redemptive grace every day, so you’ll be able to walk and talk with your 

Father God in heaven. 

By the way, these two activities are in the present tense in the Greek, but they also carry the idea that they are continuously true. 

Even as Jesus is continually interceding for us day and night, He also asks us to continually cling to our confession, daily drawing 

closer to Him. Will you do that? In light of all He has done, will you come near to Him and experience the fullness of all He’s done 

and all God has done for you?. He’s inviting you to do that.  

Let us draw near to God and when we do, my friends, we will see with such amazement all that Christ has done for us. We’ll know 

the great promise from heaven that when that day comes, we will stand before God with confidence in our time of need. Amen?  
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