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My wife, Duvonna, and I are members of the Indian Creek campus 

and we send you greetings from Indian Creek. We’re happy to be with you. Today we’re continuing our walk through the book of 

Hebrews, which is my favorite book of the New Testament. 

We’re about halfway through the book, so this might be a good to ask, “Why are we doing this?” At the risk of insulting your 

intelligence, I want to set the stage with kind of a 30,000-foot view and trust it will make sense. Although they are the dreaded 

enemy, Vince Lombardi of the Green Bay Packers would start his training camp by holding up a football and asking, “What is this?”  

In the same spirit, “What is this?” This is the Bible. Not only is it God’s Word, but it is also a story. We would do well, as Christians 

and disciples of Christ, to remember both of these things. It is God’s Word, but also a story. Because it’s a story, we can’t pick and 

choose what we’re going to fit into where. We have to follow the narrative of Scripture. I just happen to think it’s the greatest story 

every told. There’s not a close second to the story that is this Book. It’s a story of God’s redemptive activity in the world. It’s goes 

in stages and follows an arc. We might say it has four acts: creation, fall, redemption and restoration.  

Now set’s descend a little bit from that 30,000-foot view. In this story, this Book makes some claims. One of these claims is that 

it’s God’s revelation of Himself to us. Another claim it makes is that we can come to understand who we are in light of Who God 

is. It seems to me that at this point, we have one of two choices. I teach juniors and seniors in high school and often give them 

choices.  

When it comes to this Book, dear child of God, you only have two choices. Either this Book stands in authority over you and you 

submit to it, or you stand in authority over it and it submits to you. That’s it. Those are our choices. We can submit to the story or 

not. Be careful how you choose because there’s a lot riding on your choice.  

For example, there are a lot of competing truth claims out there regarding who or what is God. Let me give you some examples. 

The Bible says God is Yahweh, the self-existent One. Other truth claims regarding God are that there are multiple gods. Atheists 

claim there is no god. God is the material universe since the material is the only reality. There is nothing immaterial. There is no 

spiritual reality. On the other hand, new spiritualists would claim, “I am god.” Be careful how you choose. 

When it comes to humans, what does the Bible say about humanity? We are beautiful, yet we are fallen. We are created in the 

image of God, but we are fallen creatures. Other competing truth claims say we are a highly complex machine, a naked ape, a 

sleeping god.  

Then there is the question of what happens after death. Be careful how you choose. Does it involve a blessed hope, as this story 

teaches? It is personal extinction? Is it transformation to a higher state? Is it reincarnation? There are tons of competing truth 

claims when it comes to what reality is. The Bible has a unique story—the greatest story ever told. 

So in light of the Bible’s claims regarding revelation, I think there’s a fundamental question we need to wrestle with. When I read 

this Book, do I allow it to read me? Let me say that again. When I read this Book, if it is what it claims to be, do I allow the Bible—

the Word of God, God’s revelation of Himself to us—do I allow this Book to read me? 



Let me  set the stage. Because we’re at about the midway point in the book of Hebrews, I think it’s good to revisit Christianity 101. 

I’m of the firm conviction that you never outgrow Christianity 101. “This is a football.” “This is the Word of God and it’s a story.” 

We’re at a point in God’s grand redemption story that is similar to the time of the audience of the book of Hebrews—with a 

significant difference. Both that audience and us, as we move and breathe right now, are living in the already/not yet tension, as 

a lot of theologians describe it. We’re living between the resurrection of Christ and the return of Christ. We’re living in what is 

typically referred to as the “church age.” The big difference is the audience of the book of Hebrews was much closer to the 

resurrection and we are closer to the return of Christ. There’s also a basic similarity. We’re between the resurrection of Jesus and 

His return.  

Now we’re at a point in the book of Hebrews—a fascinating part—where we might describe things as a story. The author of 

Hebrews intentionally takes selections from God’s story to help us make sense of that story for the sake of that story. He’s tapping 

into the arc of God’s overarching redemption story. He wants to help us make sense of God’s story, trying to discern our place in 

that story, for the sake of that story. Specifically, the point of the story is His glory in redemption. As the secondary audience to 

the book of Hebrews, we too can see what the author is trying to alert us to.  

At the midpoint in his book, the author starts with his own timeframe and looks back roughly 2,000 years. He pulls out an obscure 

person by the name of Melchizedek. Melchizedek is mentioned in the book of Genesis, in Psalm 110 and in the book of Hebrews—

and that’s it. He’s really an obscure fellow. We’ve already been introduced to him in Hebrews 5 and in the tail end of chapter six. 

Hebrews 5:1 says, “For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to Go…,” —to do 

what? “…[T]o offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.” Take note of that well because we’re going to come back to that verse. Then in verse 

six, the author of Hebrews quotes Psalm 110:4: “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” He throws that out there, 

then he moves on. Then at the end of chapter six and into chapters seven and eight, the author is unpacking this dude 

Melchizedek and what he’s all about—and how it relates to Jesus Christ. In various ways, shapes and forms, the writer of Hebrews 

is helping us see how Jesus, the greatest of all times, is bigger, badder and better than anything and everyone else.  

I’m going to suggest that in these ten verses in Hebrews 7 that there are three common “touchpoints” the author identifies that 

will help us understand the difference between Jesus and this obscure fellow by the name of Melchizedek.  

Jesus and Melchizedek share the same position (better foundation). 

The first touchpoint is found in verses one and two, which is that Jesus and Melchizedek share the same position:  

1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 

and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also 

king of Salem, that is, king of peace.  

As the author is beginning to unpack Melchizedek, he’s giving us several descriptive characteristics. Because we’ve looked ahead, 

we know he is comparing Melchizedek to Jesus. They hold certain things in common.  

First, Melchizedek is a priest. We read this in Hebrews 5:1: “For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf 

of men in relation to God.”  Keep in mind how this relates to the priesthood, specifically to the high priest. The high priest was 

where God and man met. The temple was where heaven and earth met. So the high priest is kind of the intermediary between 

God and man. He represents God to man and man to God, where God and humanity meet. Also, Melchizedek was the priest “of 

the Most High God” —El Elyon. Often in the Old Testament that refers to the one true God of Israel. Isn’t this interesting? This 

Canaanite king-priest is priest to El Elyon—the Most High God, the one true God and the God of Israel. The author goes back to 

Genesis 14, to two verses where Melchizedek is mentioned. Abraham went to rescue his nephew Lot, defeated some kings, then 

returned home. That’s where Melchizedek met him. 

The author of Hebrews is wanting us to understand the significant connection between Jesus and Melchizedek—the king of 

righteousness, the king of Salem, the king of peace. Melchizedek literally means “king of righteousness.” Keep that word 

righteousness in mind. He was also the king of Salem, which would later become Jerusalem. Salem literally means “peace.”  

  



Jesus & Melchizedek share the same permanence (better function).  

So the author has established the identity of Melchizedek as high priest and king of righteousness, Salem and peace. He then 

brings it home in Hebrews 7:3. I would suggest verse three is the second touchpoint between Jesus and Melchizedek: Jesus and 

Melchizedek share the same permanence. The descriptive characteristics about Melchizedek continue in verse three: 

3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a 

priest forever. 

Now the author is beginning to compare and match up Jesus with Melchizedek by pointing out, “resembling the Son of God he 

continues a priest forever.”  Let’s look at this. “Without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life…”  

We have to ask the question: who was this guy? Was he a real human person? Was he a god?  

Here’s who Melchizedek was. Basically, he was an ordinary guy whom the writer of Hebrews sees as a “type.” That’s what the word 

“resembling” means. In the book of Genesis—which is a book that’s all about genealogies—we’re suddenly introduced to this guy 

who has no genealogy. He has no beginning or end. In a book of genealogies, this stands out. The writer of Hebrews is trying to 

tell us something when he compares Jesus, the Son of God, with Melchizedek. His point centers on this important term: type. 

Melchizedek is presented to us as an Old Testament type whose fulfillment is found in the New Testament, specifically in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  

A “type” is a figure or symbol representative of something future, something yet to come. The type is the shadow of the “antitype,” 

which is the fulfillment of the type. The antitype—the fulfillment—is always more glorious than the type. In this case, Jesus is more 

glorious in His high priesthood than Melchizedek ever was. “…[H]e continues a priest forever.” So the writer of Hebrews seems to 

view Melchizedek as an ordinary guy who was a type foreshadowing Jesus. That’s why you have to see this as a story. Genesis 

through Revelation is one grand master narrative. In this way, Melchizedek is comparable to the eternal high priesthood of Jesus 

Christ. 

Is it not staggering to you that in His condescension, Jesus Christ forever conjoined Himself to a physical human body? And that 

right now He has your back before the Father? Seated at the Father’s right hand, He has the Father’s ear on your behalf. It’s 

staggering. What’s the distance between the throne room of heaven and an animal feeding trough in Bethlehem? Have you 

measured that? If you’re a child of God, I pray that you never outgrow or get past being amazed at this kind of insight about Jesus. 

I pray that it never grows old or stale for you.  

 Jesus & Melchizedek share the same power (better family).  

The third touchpoint, in verses five through ten, is that Jesus and Melchizedek share the same power. Look at verse four, which 

says, “See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils!” Verse four is the lynchpin of this passage. 

It connects the first three verses with verses five through ten. The author begins to press his point home. “See how great...” By 

calling Melchizedek great, he’s telling us something important. Remember, what is this series all about? “The greatest of all time.” 

By calling Melchizedek great, the author is telling us something about Jesus.  

Now let’s look at verse five: “And those descendants of Levi…” —Levi’s tribe was the priesthood, ordained by God— “…who receive 

the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are 

descended from Abraham.”  There’s a flow of thought here. “But this man who does not have his descent from them…” —talking about 

Melchizedek—“…received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.”   

Then verse seven: “It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.” Let’s unpack that briefly. Under Old Testament 

law, the Levite priests were to minister in the temple. They were to receive tithes from the other tribes. Levi was a descendant of 

Abraham. That’s important to keep in mind. In this encounter between Melchizedek and Abraham, the superior person, 

Melchizedek, blesses the inferior person, Abraham. Therefore, the writer of Hebrews is drawing a conclusion for us. He’s pointing 

us in a direction to see that Melchizedek’s priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood. The Levites came through Abraham, 

but Melchizedek did not. Melchizedek, the superior, blesses Abraham, the inferior. Therefore, the conclusion in the context of the 

priesthood is that the Melchizedek priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood. 



Verse eight: “In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives.” That’s 

Melchizedek. Remember, in a book of genealogies, he doesn’t have one. He’s seen as forever existing. He’s seen as eternal. So 

Melchizedek is seen as a priest forever. Hence, the Melchizedek priesthood, being eternal, is superior to the Levitical priesthood.  

Verses nine and ten: “One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes…” —to Melchizedek—“…through Abraham, 

for he…” —Levi— “…was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.”  The writer’s point, quite simply, is that 

Melchizedek is greater than Abraham, therefore he is greater than Levi. But the One Who has inherited his priesthood, Jesus, is 

greater than Melchizedek.  

I’ve rather quickly walked through these ten verses, but let’s turn the page a little. Eventually we have to ask the question, “So 

what?” Think about it. The distance between when Abraham walked the earth and Jesus walked the earth is roughly the same 

distance from when Jesus walked the earth and when we do now. It’s a long time! What in the world does this part of the story 

have to do with me? Pretty much everything. The three common touchpoints between Jesus and Melchizedek are these: they 

share the same position, the same permanence and the same power. In His high priestly role, Jesus is the greatest of all time. So 

let’s explore the question, “Why does this matter?” Or to put it another way, “Why should this matter?” Because, dear saints, it 

ought to. It better. 

Where are you at with this Book? You only have two choices. We stand under it or we stand over it.  

You may have noticed I’ve titled this sermon, “Jesus, My One Defense/My Righteousness.” That’s a line from a song by Matt Maher 

called, “Lord, I Need You.” The chorus goes like this: 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You 

Every hour I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness 

Oh God, how I need You 

This is probably a prayer we should pray every day, maybe several times a day. “My one defense”—why? Because He’s enough! 

He is all you need. “My one defense, my righteousness.” We’re going to come back to that. I love this. The “great exchange” took 

place at the cross. Jesus got all your sin and you get all of His righteousness. All of it. It’s Jesus plus nothing. It always has been 

and always will be. Amen? It’s Jesus plus nothing when it comes to your salvation. By the way, He is still speaking to the Father on 

your behalf. Remember, the high priest is where God and humanity meet. Jesus is our High Priest where we and the Father meet 

and where we are reconciled to God Himself.  

I want to suggest five things to you that I’ve noticed in Scripture  relating to Jesus’ priesthood. These are five consequences of 

misunderstanding Jesus and His role as our High Priest.  

If we misunderstand Jesus’ priesthood and His priestly role, we may... 

Develop a deficient understanding of Jesus as One Who sympathizes with us in our weakness.  

Sometimes I get pushback on this. “How can Jesus understand us? He never sinned!” I would caution you to not go there too 

quickly. Paraphrasing something C.S. Lewis talked and wrote about, let me illustrate how Jesus not only can sympathize with us 

in our weaknesses, but He actually gets it better than we do. 

Picture the beginning of a temptation and the end of a temptation. You’re tempted and begin resisting that temptation. If you go 

all the way to the end and fully resist that temptation in that moment, we might say that with that one temptation, you were fully 

exercised by that temptation. Put another way, you understand with that singular temptation what it was like to be fully tempted. 

You experienced the full temptation, yet without sin. Fair enough? 

However, as you know, that’s not always the case, is it? Sometimes we are tempted and we begin resisting, but we never make it 

to the end with full resistance. In that particular temptation, we’ll never know what it was like to fully resist that temptation and 

therefore be fully exercised by that temptation. We gave in too soon. We do that a lot. 

There is a sense, therefore, in which we really don’t know how bad badness is. But that’s not so with Jesus. With every single 

temptation, Jesus was always fully exercised because He never gave in. Jesus therefore understands badness better than we ever 



will. Does that make sense? He gets it. Therefore, not only can He sympathize with us in our weakness, but He understands to a 

degree that we don’t. If we have a deficient understanding of Jesus as our High Priest, we are prone to that kind of thinking.  

Become trapped in legalism, a vicious cycle of pride and depression, both based on our performance. 

Second, if we misunderstand Jesus’ priesthood and His High Priestly role, we may become trapped in legalism. This a vicious cycle 

of pride and depression that are both based on our performance. Child of God, please hear this. The performance took place 

2,000 years ago. Stop trying to impress God!   

Pride. Stop comparing yourselves to other people. “See that Tim Badal. Oh, my word, what a rascal. At least I’m not...” That’s pride, 

right? It’s comparing. “I could never measure up to Tim. See how righteous he is?” That’s also comparing. Both of these are 

performance based. I’m talking to Christians now. We will fall into that hole if we don’t understand Jesus’ High Priestly role as it 

relates to us.  

Display a general lack of love, grace and mercy toward ourselves and others. 

The third thing follows this. I’m not looking for a show of hands here, but I do want you to consider this. Is it not true that at 

times—more times than we would care to admit—that we require more of ourselves and others? We like to extract guilt, shame 

and suffering from ourselves and others than even God does. True?  

See God as cold, distant, stern, and harsh. 

If we misunderstand Jesus’ priesthood and His High Priestly role, we may see God as cold, distant, stern and harsh. We might 

have the mindset that He’s waiting for us to screw up so He can squash us like a bug. That’s not it.  

See Jesus as a God we are more prone to run from than run to in our time of need. 

Dear saint, run to Jesus. Stop running from Him. He gets it. He understands. He died for it all. Quickly, run back to Him. 

As I wind this up, I want to help us understand a very real example of what this looked like in Jesus’ High Priestly role. I want to 

try to contextualize it in our culture. This is from the book Vintage Jesus by Gary Breshears and Mark Driscoll. It’s kind of a 

paraphrase of Mark 9:9-13: 

An example of Jesus’ priestly work in the life of one person is found in Matthew 9:9-13. We meet a man named Matthew, a crooked thief and 

tax collector, who is despised by everyone. While sitting at his tax booth extorting people one day, none other than Jesus walks by. Rather than 

confronting Matthew, Jesus surprisingly extends a hand of friendship to him by inviting Himself to Matthew’s house for dinner.  

Joining them later at the party at Matthew’s house was nothing short of a very bad hip-hop video, complete with women in clear heels, dudes 

with their pants around their ankles and handguns in their underwear strap, lots of gold teeth, bling, spinners on camels, cheap liquor and 

grinding to really loud music with a lot of bass. When word got out to the religious folks, they were perplexed as to how Jesus could roll with 

such a jacked-up posse.  

Jesus’ response to them was purely priestly. They were sick and they needed mercy. That’s Who Jesus is in His Highly Priestly role. 

He looks around the world and says, “People are sick and they need mercy.” He truly is our one defense. He truly is our 

righteousness.  

I’ll leave you with this thought from 1 John 2:1: “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  You see, dear child of God, Jesus is where heaven and 

earth meet. Jesus is where we meet the Father. Jesus represents the Father to us and us to the Father.  

May I suggest to you that there is no better story anywhere in the history of ever?  
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