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Please turn to the book of Hebrews. We’re in a series we’ve 

entitled, “Jesus: Greatest of All Time.” Now we come to a 

passage of Scripture that to be quite honest with you is pretty 

deep and difficult. It’s pretty somber. It’s no doubt sobering for 

anyone who reads it. As we go through this, I want to make sure we follow it carefully. 

For those who have not been with us, we’ve been going through Hebrews verse by verse for some time now, since early fall, looking 

at this letter that was written to a group of first-century Jewish Christians who had left Judaism with all its rituals and regulations, 

and were now in a relationship with Jesus Christ. The writer has been teaching them that Jesus is the greatest of all time. He’s 

showed them, point by point, how Jesus is greater than anything they’ve come in contact with.  

As a point of reference, that’s what our hope and prayer is in this series as well—that all of us would come to recognize, not only 

that Jesus is the greatest of all time, but that we need Him every hour for the joy, hope and trust we need in a God Who saves us. 

We live in a world full of warning signs all around us. They’re signs that tell us of danger ahead. Some signs warn us of curves, 

either literal curves or symbolic ones. Maybe there’s a financial, emotional or relational curve coming up. Or it could just be right 

beside the road  and you need to decrease your speed.  

Our cars also give us warnings. We have those little lights that flash on our dashboards, telling us something is wrong. Even though 

everything seems to be going well, those warnings tell us something isn’t quite right. When it comes to cars, there are certain 

warnings I tend to not worry about. In fact, there’s a warning about tires that has been lit up for years, but I haven’t done anything 

with it.  

So it can be with any warning. Warnings are only good if we heed what they’re warning us about. Let’s face it; sometimes there are 

some weird warnings out there. There was a warning by a swimming pool that said, “Zero feet—no diving!” Really? All right. Here’s 

the hard truth of that. Someone didn’t notice the lack of water, which is why the sign was there. Another sign said, “Danger. Do not 

touch. Not only will this kill you, but it will hurt the whole time you’re dying.” That’s a good warning. Let’s face it, a warning isn’t 

really noticed much until someone does not heed it. Quite frankly, if everyone follows the warning, life is pretty uneventful.  

The first warning sign I mentioned, “Danger—Curves Ahead,” was a warning that professional golfer Tiger Woods saw no less than 

five times just a couple weeks ago. Instead of heeding those warnings, he drove at a high rate of speed and crashed, probably 

ending his career as a professional golfer. The men from the sheriff’s department who found him said it wasn’t the first time it had 

happened. In fact, they actually had added warning signs, because people often blew through that area and accidents there were 

frequent. Tiger wasn’t the first to crash on that stretch of road. 

Just as it is in the driving world—and for that matter, in the world altogether—the Bible has all kinds of warnings. In fact, the book 

of Hebrews has five warnings in it. We’ve addressed three of them already. We’ve learned that there are some things we need to 

be concerned about in our spiritual lives  In His grace, love and mercy, God has put out these warning signs that say, “Danger 



ahead! Change what you’re doing. Stop doing these things and start doing these things, so that what you’re being warned about 

doesn’t become a reality in your life.” 

This morning we come to the fourth warning, by far the most severe warning in the book of Hebrews. We need to ask ourselves, 

“What is this warning saying and who is it speaking to?” If we misapply or misunderstand this passage, the wrong people will leave 

here all broken up and hurting for all the wrong reasons, yet those who need to hear it will walk out as if they hadn’t heard anything. 

For this reason, I’m going to go through this text a little differently than I usually do. I’m first going to ask some questions, then I 

want to draw the answers out of the text. We need to discover what’s being talked about, who’s being talked to, then how to apply 

what we find here. All of this will lead us to a time of communion, which I think will be a perfect way to end our time in the Word 

this morning. 

We’re in Hebrews 10:26-39. Let’s read it together now and see what we can understand in this difficult passage that is so apropos 

for us today.  

26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a 

fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses 

dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the 

one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 

outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 

people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Aren’t you glad you came to church this morning?  

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being 

publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on 

those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better 

possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 37 For, 

“Yet a little while, 

    and the coming one will come and will not delay; 
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, 

    and if he shrinks back, 

my soul has no pleasure in him.” 

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls. 

So let’s start asking questions about this warning.  

Who is the writer talking about?  

The first question we have to ask, because we want to apply this text rightly, is who is the writer talking to, or who is he talking 

about? In our passage there are two groups of people the writer wants to speak to. The first group is found in verses 26-31. The 

second group is found in verses 32-39. Understanding that he’s talking to two groups of people is critical as we try to interpret this 

passage.  

You may be a follower of Jesus Christ, striving to honor Him in all you say and do, then you read this passage and hear about 

people who deliberately sin, then some gymnastics start going on in your head. “I sinned deliberately the other day. Have I lost my 

salvation?” The Bible does not say that can happen, so we must understand what this passage is actually saying and to whom it is 

speaking.  

The deserters 

The first group I’m going to define as the “deserters.” For some time now, the writer has been speaking to the faithful Christians, 

telling them about Jesus. As he’s done this, no doubt he can “hear” people saying “amen” to what he’s writing. He wrote that Jesus 

is the great High Priest, then the people would say, “Amen.” Jesus is the sacrifice for sins. “Amen.” He wrote about Jesus and the 

chorus of people would say, “Amen!” 



Then starting in Hebrews 10:23, he begins to address a different group.  

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another 

to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day drawing near. 

Notice the phrase, “as is the habit of some.” There’s a change here. He’s been saying, “Let us do this thing together, faithful followers 

of Jesus Christ. As faithful followers, don’t neglect gathering together as is the habit of some.” Now there’s another group of people 

who have deserted the gathering together of God’s people who are now on the outside. What’s up with those people?  

The writer of Hebrews has heard something about a family, let’s call them Bob and Rhonda, who had been attending church for a 

long time. It seemed like they were getting connected; it seemed like they loved Jesus. Then all of a sudden they started missing a 

Sunday or two. They stopped going to mid-week Bible study. They no longer came to the prayer times or the fellowship times. 

There were all kinds of excuses. After a while, the people realized they hadn’t seen Bob and Rhonda for a long time. Now it had 

been a year or so and not only were Bob and Rhonda not attending, the word on the street was that they were starting to be 

antagonistic toward Christians. What happened? 

Well, the first step in that process was they began to neglect assembling with other believers, so the downward spiral began. The 

Bible calls this apostasy, which is defined as the intentional falling away, withdrawal or defection from Christ and His people. At 

some point, these people had moved close to Jesus Christ. They may have been convicted of some sins. They may even have 

professed Christ and been baptized. But that interest in Christ, that life in Christ, didn’t take root. When Jesus told the parable of 

the sower in Matthew 13:1-9, He talked about seed that fell on rocky ground and never took root. It just gets trampled or blows 

away. It didn’t serve the purpose of the seed, which was to be planted and spring up into the fruit-bearing plant it was intended to 

be. Those individuals never reached the place they should have gotten to. They hung around and liked what was happening within 

the church. They liked some of the things Jesus said or the idea of what a relationship with Him would mean, but something 

happened.  

We read in our passage today that difficult times had come to these people. It’s likely that these deserters had some challenges 

and had given up on Jesus. Maybe they had thought that Jesus would make their lives better. They had believed their marriages or 

jobs would be better. Of course, in some ways, Jesus does make life and marriage and jobs better, but many times it’s not in the 

way we wish it would. Many times we don’t see temporal improvements. So apparently these people had given up on Jesus.  

There are some examples of apostates in the Bible. The apostle Paul tells Timothy about a guy who seemingly had done some 

great things for the faith, a man named Demas. He then abandoned Christ, so the “obituary” of his spiritual life said he was “in love 

with this present world” (2 Timothy 4:10). He fell in love with what the world offered and fell out of love with Jesus. Paul called him 

a deserter. 

The quintessential portrait of an apostate is one we sometimes overlook—Judas. Judas walked with Jesus and was part of the 

greatest small group ever in the history of humanity. He had the best small group leader.  

You may think, “My leader is average.” Now, my leader is in this service. Sorry, Travis, but you’re no Jesus. Judas had the best mentor 

ever, but for some reason it never connected with him. His faith never became real. So when the going got tough, when the rubber 

met the road, Judas took off. This is what is going on in the book of Hebrews.  

You might wonder if these people were just visitors. No, it uses words that we would almost ascribe to true Christians. Verse 20 

says they “profaned the blood of the covenant by which [they were] sanctified.”   

Apparently it’s possible to be blessed by the things of God without them leading you to a place of repentance and faith in Jesus 

Christ. Here’s how that works. This is a big room with lots of people, so I don’t want to presume anything, but I’m going to assume 

some of you are here for reasons other than Jesus. You might love the gathering, the worship team and music; maybe you even 

like listening to me talk. I know there aren’t a lot of you, but maybe that’s it. Or maybe you’re here because your parents tell you 

you have to be here. Maybe you’re here because your spouse likes it and you want to keep him/her happy, so you sacrifice an hour 

and ten minutes each Sunday to be a part of this. Maybe you’re here because when you were growing up, you were told that going 



to church means you’ll get into heaven. You’re just putting in your time, because there’s this great time share opportunity waiting 

in eternity and you don’t want to hedge your bets. 

Whatever your reason is, if it is not Jesus, then you may find yourself in the same place as these Hebrews. That’s not for me to say. 

I can set the table, but I can’t make you eat. You have to ask yourself is this talking to me? Could it be that when I stand before God, 

I might be one of those Jesus talked about in Matthew 7:21? On that day, many will say, “Lord, Lord, I did this for You. I did that for 

You.” But Jesus will say, “Depart from me; I never knew you.” Could that be said of you? Maybe you’re a deserter this morning and 

you don’t even know it.  

The dedicated 

There’s a second group that I’m going to call the dedicated. These people in and of themselves are no better than the deserters, 

but they have grabbed hold of the grace and mercy of God. They sat in the same room as the deserters, but something spiritual 

happened.  

It’s like the eleven disciples. They weren’t perfect. If you were to put Judas up against the other eleven during that time, Judas would 

have graded pretty well. In fact, they were shocked when Jesus said, “One of you is going to betray Me.” All of them were wondering, 

“Could it be me? Well, maybe it’s him, or him.” But it doesn’t seem that everyone pointed to Judas.  

You may not be able to see who’s dedicated just by looking at them, but we do know some things about them. First, we see that 

verse 32 begins with the word “but.” There’s obviously a contrast. The writer is obviously about to talk about a different group of 

people.  

You also might notice a change in tone. Verses 26-31 are characterized by doom and gloom. There’s no silver lining to be found. 

Then verses 32-39 are all sunshine and blessing, even in the middle of very difficult circumstances. The first group is being called 

out, whereas the second group is being encouraged. So with these two clearly distinguished groups of people, we need to ask 

ourselves, “Which group am I part of?” The text gives us some help in answering this question.  

Where did things go awry? 

To understand the deserters, we need to ask, “Where did things go awry?” If they were part of the church and now are not part of 

the church anymore, what happened? How did they fall away? What did that fall look like? Did they get mad at the church and just 

leave in a huff? Or did something happen? 

The road to apostasy is not done in a single step, but is a slow and subtle journey away from God. I’ve seen it happen. Someone 

who used to hang around the church gradually began to go away, then later I began to wonder, “What happened to that person?” 

You’ve probably had that experience as well. There was someone you saw every week, then gradually they came less often. Just to 

clarify, I’m not talking about people who made a decision to leave one church to join another Bible-believing fellowship. Often 

people are led by the Spirit to make decisions regarding what’s best for their family and for their walk with God. 

The people I’m talking about have walked away from the faith. Maybe you’ll find out on social media that they’re now antagonistic 

toward the things of God. So where did things go awry for them? If you just joined us here in the middle of the book of Hebrews, 

you might be thinking, “That’s kind of jerky for the writer to call out people.” What you don’t know is that he’s been warning them 

about this the entire time. If we go back to the beginning of the book of Hebrews, we can see some of these warnings. I want you 

to envision driving somewhere with difficult roads ahead. These earlier verses are like warning signs. 

Warning #1 – Don’t drift away. 

In Hebrews 2:1 we read, “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.” Then in verse 

three he says, “How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” So the first warning is: don’t drift away. A drift isn’t a hard 

right turn. It’s a slow drifting. 



I’m teaching my son Joshua how to drive right now. He has not driven into the ditch, but I do get worried when he drifts a little. 

Now, a little drift is okay for a short time, but as a parent who is aware of oncoming traffic, how dangerous can drifting be? Even a 

little drift can be disastrous for the driver and the people in the other car. It’s the same spiritually.  

Warning #2 – Don’t start doubting. 

Go a couple chapters over and let’s look at the next warning. First there’s a drift, then the people start doubting Christ and His 

Word. Look at Hebrews 3:12: “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the 

living God.” Now they aren’t drifting; they’re in the ditch. They’re falling away from the living God. How do we fix that? Verse 13 says, 

“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin will 

cause us not only to drift, but to fall away.  

Warning #3 – Don’t become dull of hearing. 

Next go to Hebrews 5:11 to see  another warning. My Bible has the header, “Warning against apostasy.” It says, “About this we have 

much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.” God speaks, but all you hear is, “Womp womp womp 

womp womp.” It’s not making any sense. Verse 12 says, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 

you again the basic principles of the oracles of God…” 

Warning #4 – Don’t despise Christ. 

So, we’ve drifted away, we’ve doubted Christ, we’ve become dull to the teaching of God’s Word. Then in chapter ten, the writer is 

warning us once again about despising Christ, but this isn’t the first time for this warning. In fact, John tells the church in 1 John 

2:19, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, 

that it might become plain that they all are not of us.”  

If it was happening in John’s day, if this was what happening with the Hebrew Christians, then surely it’s happening in our day as 

well. So let me ask are you heeding these warning signs? Are you making sure, in your walk with God, that you are not drifting, 

doubting, becoming dull of hearing or despising the things of God? 

Why is God so angry? 

We see in today’s text that the result of these things is that God gets angry. That’s my third question: why is God so angry? We see 

here a couple reasons for this. Looking at verses 26-31, notice some of the words: Fear. Fury. Consuming the adversaries. Dies 

without mercy. Worse punishment. Outraged. Vengeance.  

Some will say, “This is the Old Testament God.” But wait a minute, we’re in the middle of the New Testament. God is the same 

yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). He’s not one God in the Old Testament and another God in the New Testament. He’s 

the same God throughout the Bible. He’s been the same God throughout eternity.  

So why is God so angry? It’s clear at the beginning of the passage: “For if we go on sinning deliberately…” (Hebrews 10:26). In the 

original Greek, it starts with the phrase “sinning deliberately,” which means it’s to be emphasized. What were these people doing? 

They were willfully and continually sinning. They were sinning on purpose.  

Let’s just have a show of hands. How many of you willfully and deliberately sinned this past week. Come on. Okay, for those of you 

who didn’t raise your hand, you’re lying and you did it deliberately. Okay? Isn’t all sin in many ways deliberate? Maybe it’s not always 

premeditated; it just happens in the moment. But Christians should know what things are sinful. The apostle Paul says, “The things 

I shouldn’t do, I do, and the things I should do, I don’t do” (Romans 7:15-20). So if he struggled with it, then we know Tim does. And 

if Tim does, surely you do. So we’re all sinning.  

Now we read this as a child of God and think, “I’m deliberately sinning, yet I’ve received the knowledge of the truth. So there now 

‘no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.’”   Do 

you know what happens after you read that? Gulp. You’re thinking, “Oh, boy. Maybe I’m not saved. Or maybe I was saved, but now 

I’m not saved.” The Bible tells us that once we’re saved, we’re always saved. We need to separate these individuals, because we 



start to impugn things about God’s children that are not intended for His children. So what were these individuals doing? How do 

we know we’re not the ones sinning deliberately.  

This phrase here is so important. It’s a reference to Numbers 15:30. Remember, the author of Hebrews loves the Old Testament 

and loves to cite the Old Testament. In doing so, he’s essentially referring to this passage in Numbers without directly quoting it. 

In the Old Testament law, there were what were called “sins of defiance”—or even better, “sins of treason.” If people back then 

committed this kind of sin, they would die on the word of two or three witnesses. They could not do an act of treason against God 

or God’s people in the Old Testament and not die for it. That’s what this writer is talking about: willful, deliberate sinning, which 

means a person knowingly renounces the faith by continually sinning and therefore repudiating Christ’s sacrifice. 

One person described this as “the total defection from the faith in Christ as Savior.” Another commentary said, “It’s the total, 

outright rebellion against Jesus Christ and His Word.” Yet another commentator said, “It’s high-handed rebellion.” What does that 

mean? I don’t mean this in a crass way, but in our modern vernacular it’s giving the middle finger to God. That’s what’s happening. 

That’s the kind of rebellion this is referring to. 

The reason why I tell you this, Christian, is that this is probably not where you’re sinning. I know that’s not where I’m sinning. My 

sin is willful. Yes, it’s deliberate. But it’s because I’m a broken and flawed individual, and when it happens, the conviction of the sin 

falls upon me, and I say, “Have mercy on me, God. I can’t believe how good You are, that You love me in spite of this sin that keeps 

rearing its ugly head.” 

For some of us, however, this is not where we are. The reason these people are in this position is that they followed Christ for the 

wrong reasons. They thought Jesus was going to make life better. When He didn’t, they got angry. They were upset. They had 

“buyer’s remorse.” So they walked away. Verse 29 gives us three sins these rebellious people—these treacherous and treasonous 

people—committed.  

1. They rendered Christ unworthy. 

Verse 29 says that they have “trampled underfoot the Son of God...”   

Years ago, after the war in Iraq, George W. Bush was standing in Baghdad, behind a podium in a press room, right next to the 

president of Iraq. As President Bush was answering questions from the Iraqi press, all of a sudden from the back of the room a 

shoe came flying at the President. Now, I’ve got to hand it to W. With Matrix-like reflexes, he moved and it missed him. Then another 

shoe came. He was probably thinking, “What in the world?”  

In the Middle Eastern culture, to take off your shoe and throw it at someone means that person is less than garbage. That’s why 

when Saddam Hussein’s statues came down, you saw people taking off their shoes and hitting the statue’s face. They were spitting 

at it. They were defiling the person of Saddam Hussein. They hated him that much and they wanted him to know he was worse 

than garbage, less than dirt. 

This is what these individuals have done with Jesus. They have rendered Christ unworthy. He means nothing to them. They’ve 

trampled Him as if He was less than trash.  

2. They refused salvation. 

They “profaned the blood…”  That is, they heard the gospel, then instead of reverence and fear, instead of announcing to themselves 

and the world, “Jesus is the greatest of all time,” they said, “Jesus is just like everyone else. He’s just a common man. So the blood 

you’re talking about that was spilled is nothing. It’s just like anyone else’s blood.” Essentially what they’re saying is that Jesus is no 

different than the two thieves who died beside Him. He was just a criminal.  

Now, if you talk to people who think this, they’ll say something like, “I think Jesus was a good man. He was a good teacher.” That 

might sound good if you’re talking about Tim, but when you’re talking about Jesus, this reduces Him to something that would make 

God indignant. He isn’t just an ordinary person. He isn’t just a good teacher. He is Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God and 

the Savior of the world. But these people said He was nothing special. 

 



3. They rejected the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 29 says they “…outraged the Spirit of grace.”  How did they do this? They rejected what He does. The Holy Spirit leads us and 

guides us into truth;  He also convicts us of sin. These people didn’t want any of that.  

Time out for a second. Who is the writer talking about here? Yes, he’s talking about deserters. But could these three things not be 

said of every unbeliever in the world? If you are not making Jesus the greatest of all time, both in word and deed, then these things 

could be said of you. 

Okay, maybe they’re said of us. What happens. Notice carefully that there’s no Plan B. If you reject Jesus, if you turn away from the 

gospel, the only thing you should expect is to have a “…fearful expectation of judgment, and fury of fire that will consume the 

adversaries” (Hebrews 10:27). He’s talking about hell. And he ends this part of the passage by saying, “It is a fearful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God.” It should scare the daylights out of you! 

A revival broke out in colonial America because of one sermon preached in Massachusetts called “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God,” by Jonathan Edwards. The fear he preached about wasn’t delivered in some kind of bombastic way. They said he spoke in 

monotone. He just read the text and it caught people by storm. They were brought face to face with their sin and their need for 

Jesus Christ.  

Today, I ask are you trusting in anything else? Because if you are, listen to me, the only thing you can expect is a “fearful expectation” 

of the fire and fury of hell for all eternity. So turn to Jesus. Trust in Jesus. Give your life to Jesus. There is no second way. There’s no 

other opportunity. It is Jesus or else. That’s why this church says Jesus is the greatest of all time. When the adversaries of God come 

by faith to trust in Jesus, He says to them, “Come and I will make you a part of My family.” What incredible words.  

What are we to do with this scary admonition? 

One final question I have to ask this morning is what do we do with this scary admonition? Oh, my goodness. This is scary stuff. 

Remember, not all warnings are for you. There are a lot of people who travel the roadway Tiger Woods did who paid attention to 

the warnings and drove the speed limit. They didn’t careen off into the ditch. They didn’t nearly lose their lives. 

Many of you are not deserters. You’re dedicated to your walk with Christ. It’s not perfect. When you sin, you confess your sin and 

God is faithful and just to forgive you and cleanse you of all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). You are encouraged by others who spur 

you on toward love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). So what do we do?  

Look at verses 32 through 39. You’ll need to study this a little more on your own, but a couple truths are found here. Maybe it 

seems like sinners are winning the day. Maybe it seems like the deserters have a better life than you do. They may for the time 

being. Verse 36 says, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.” 

What is that? Look at verse 34. It says, you have “a better possession and an abiding one” coming your way. 

Then the writer quotes an Old Testament passage that says, “The coming one will come and will not delay.” So yes, maybe life isn’t 

what you want it to be. Maybe it seems as though the enemies of God are victorious and the faithful of God are defeated. But 

there is a day coming when we will be vindicated for our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. What an awesome day that will be. 

But until then, what do we do? Here are three applications for us to think through and pray through. 

1. We can’t let trials make us spiritually bitter; we must use them to make us spiritually better. 

The writer lists all kinds of issues and struggles that were going on in their world. Look at verse 32. Once they were enlightened, 

they “…endured a hard struggle with sufferings.” When you add these together, that means it’s really bad. Then he continues. They 

were “sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach…” that is, they were being mocked and verbally abused. “…[And] affliction” 

meaning they were being physically abused. And they were partners “…with those so treated.” Maybe they didn’t get beat up, but 

their spouse or kids or friends or fellow church members did. Then they “had compassion on those in prison.” That means some 

believers were in prison. Then it says they “joyfully accepted the plundering of [their] property…”   Why? Because people knew they 

were Christians. Maybe they knew Christians wouldn’t retaliate, so they started stealing their stuff. After all, Jesus had told them, 



“If someone takes your garment, give them your tunic as well” (Matthew 5:40). So people said, “Yeah, they’re just gluttons for 

punishment. Let’s take their stuff. Let’s see if it’s real.” But these believers allowed this with great joy, because they knew the 

temporal things in life weren’t what was most important. These were real trials, but for those who were dedicated to Christ, it 

made them better, not bitter. That’s hard to do when trials come.  

The past couple days have been hard for the Badal family. These were not first-world problems, but they were hard nonetheless. 

I’ve told you a lot about my boys and their sports. My oldest son Noah, who is a senior in high school, broke his ankle and his foot 

in one of his last basketball games. So it’s his senior year and he’s sitting home right now. His foot is pretty swollen. I told him last 

night, “We’ve got to talk.” I know he’s devastated. So this is what we’re discussing in the Badal house. Trials are going to come. 

Some will be big, some will be small, but they’re all real trials.  

The question is, for followers of Christ, will this make us better or will it make us bitter? God wants us to learn endurance, which 

makes us better. That’s the first takeaway. 

2. We must get serious about our growth because God is not playing games.  

The phrase that comes to mind is that you’re either progressing or you’re regressing in the Christian walk. What are you doing 

right now? Were you stronger six months ago in your faith? Were you stronger a year ago? Be careful. Are you wandering away? 

Are you drifting away? God doesn’t play games. 

Now you say, “Wait a minute. I know I’m a believer. I’m assured of that.” Well, as we’ll see in chapter 12, God brings discipline on 

His children and at times that discipline can hurt. It can be filled with great sorrow and even great pain. He does it to make us 

better. So let’s teach ourselves the lessons before God has to teach them. 

3. We must make Christ our priority so we can live in total peace.  

Finally, the end of this passage says that when we make Christ our priority, we can live in peace. In verse 39 we read, “But we are 

not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.” Let me ask you this morning, 

“What group are you a part of?  

Are you a deserter? Get right with God before it’s too late.” The only thing you’ve got going on the road ahead of you is a fearful 

fury of fire and judgment. Turn and trust Jesus. If you don’t know how to do that, don’t leave this place without talking to myself or 

one of our ushers or greeters, or the person standing next to you. Don’t leave your seat until you say, “Someone show me how not 

to experience the fury of God.” We’ll help you. We’ll show you what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, then today is a great day to reflect, reexamine and ask the question, “Am I playing games with 

a holy God? Am I living as I’m called to?” What better day to do that than when we partake of communion—the remembrance of 

the shedding of Jesus’ blood?  

So we’re going to pivot to communion here. During this time, I want you to start asking yourself some real serious questions. “Am 

I living as I’m supposed to, or am I doing what these deserters were doing? Am I finding myself rejecting the Holy Spirit? Am I finding 

myself refusing the daily gift of salvation? Am I rendering Christ unworthy?” Reflect on those things; ask yourself those questions. 

Between you and God, let the Holy Spirit speak to you and lead you. Then as sins come up, share those sins with the Lord and say, 

“Yes, I know, Lord. I’m in agreement with You—that’s a sin. I was in rebellion against You. Please forgive me as You promised You 

would. And if I’ve wronged somebody, Lord, I’m going to go and address that person and we’re going to make things right. As far 

as it depends on me, I’m going to live at peace with all people.” 

Let us take some time to reflect and examine what’s going on in our lives, so that we can, as Jesus said, proclaim His death until 

He comes (1 Corinthians 11:23-32).    
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