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Well, it is Christmastime here at Village Bible Church. We just finished 

an incredible series on the book of Ecclesiastes. Now we turn to the 

time of year when we get to celebrate and commemorate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. There’s something glorious 

about going through the Gospel narratives and being reminded of that first Christmas celebration.  

However, it is a difficult proposition to come up with yet again another Christmas sermon series. We only have limited parts of 

the story, yet as a teaching team, we always want to think through how to proclaim the truths of Scripture in a way that does not 

seem redundant or rehashed. This year, as our team was talking this over, we discussed the place music has at Christmas. It’s 

amazing that we encounter music in this season unlike any other season of the year. No other holiday or celebration we have 

comes with so many sounds of the season. In fact, the  most listened-to radio station in the Chicagoland area will be 93.9, which 

is dedicated, from the day after Halloween to January 1st, to the perpetual playing of Christmas music—a 1500-hour Christmas 

loop. People can’t get enough of it. In fact, the executive director of the station said they get mail asking for more Christmas music 

earlier in the year. 

So let’s take a quick poll. How many would like to hear Christmas music in October? Okay, there are some of you. How many 

would like it to start now? We love our music, except for the bah-humbugs here who just raised their hands. We love the sounds 

of Christmas. Like many traditions we have during holiday celebrations, we don’t always know why we do these things. We don’t 

know why we sing the songs we do. That’s why as a church we’ve decided to focus this year’s Christmas theme on “Heaven & 

Nature Sing.”  

If you’ve been here for the last seven days, you already have seen this in full bloom. Our Christmas concert was an outstanding 

way to usher in the sounds of Christmas and we think we might have to add another performance next year. If you missed out 

on last Sunday night, mark your calendar for the first Sunday in December next year. .  

Another Christmas event was last Friday with over 250 ladies filling this room. They were part of an incredible caroling group and 

heard the storyline behind many songs and that’s just what we’re going to do during the four gatherings we have before Christmas 

day. We don’t know why we sing some of the songs we sing. Maybe we like the melody. Maybe  we know the words by heart. But 

do we know why they were written or where they come from? 

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to look at four songs on our Christmas playlist. Next week we’ll sing and hear about “God 

Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.” On Christmas Eve, we’ll hear about “O Holy Night.” On Christmas Day, we’ll hear about the meaning 

behind the song, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”  

Today, however, we’re going to focus our time and attention on the most played of all Christmas songs in all of history, “Joy to the 

World.” Turn in your Bibles to Psalm 98;  we’ll also go to the book of Revelation, in fact, the last passage in the Bible. Over the next 

few moments, I want to tell you about this most beloved song, “Joy to the World.”  



It was written in 1719 by a man named Isaac Watts. If you’ve been a part of the church for any amount of time, you know that 

name, because you have no doubt sung some of the other songs he composed, like  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God,” “When I 

Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “O God, Our Help in Ages Past.”  

Isaac was born in 1674. His father ran a boarding house out of their home, so as a young boy. Isaac was very well educated and 

well-versed in reading, math and science, but his main love was poetry. Even as a young kid, he wrote poetry for his family. He 

had a habit of rhyming, which of course helped in writing lyrics later. He did this so much that at one point his father told him, 

“Isaac, you cannot rhyme anymore. Just stop it.” Now, there are a lot of things I’ve told my sons to stop doing, but rhyming and 

writing poetry was not one of them.  

When Isaac was seven years old, his mother was so frustrated with him that she told him to sit down and deal with this poetry 

and rhyming once and for all. There are differing accounts of how long he was required to sit there, but he was told to write his 

story in rhyming poetry. To her astonishment, he wrote this: 

I am a vile, polluted lump of earth 

So I’ve continued ever since my birth 

Although Jehovah grace doth daily give me 

As surely this monster Satan will deceive me 

Come, therefore, Lord, from Satan’s claws relieve me 

 

Wash me in Thy blood, O Christ 

And grace divine impart 

Then search and try the corners of my heart 

That I in all things may be fit to do  

Service to Thee, and sing Thy praises too 

He was seven years old! Notice that this contains an acrostic of his name, ISAAC WATTS. He was one brilliant individual. This was 

one for whom “Hooked on Phonics” would have worked quite well. 

Then at 16 years of age, he wrote his first hymn. He was on the way home from church and the family was complaining about 

what had happened there. Isaac spoke up and said,  “I don’t like the music we’re singing. It’s dull and boring.” His father responded, 

“If you don’t like it, do something about it.” So he went home that Sunday afternoon and wrote his first hymn, based on Revelation 

5:6–12.  

This carol reminds us that the world needs joy. 

Isaac wrote “Joy to the World” in 1719. It was not written as a Christmas carol, but in fact was describing the joy we should have 

as we become more and more aware of Jesus’ second coming. It wasn’t about His coming in Bethlehem, but His future coming 

when He will right everything and bring His people to live with Him forever.  

You would think that this most amazing song about joy was written during a season of great happiness and satisfaction in the 

writer’s life, but that wasn’t the case. It was written to remind us that our world needs joy. Every current survey is telling us our 

joy is eroding. 

There was a study that was begun in 1976, the year I was born. Of course there was joy then—I came into the world so people 

were happy, right? Then in my senior year of high school, we had the highest level of joy. That was when the teachers were saying, 

“Praise God, he’s gone.” Then the rest of the world got Tim and all the fun and joy began to erode and things went on a steady 

downturn all the way to 2018.  

You’re probably thinking, “That was almost five years ago. What happened since then?” Actually, since then it has cratered. A more 

recent study revealed that only 14% of us say we’re very happy, whereas almost half say they have no joy at all, but instead feel 

incredibly lonely. The reason for that big drop was of course the pandemic. We are now a very unjoyful people.  

Back when Isaac Watts wrote this song, the world was in chaos. There was also chaos in his personal life. He wrote this right after 

a terrible experience. He was beginning to be known as a hymnwriter and was also an up-and-coming pastor in England. A lady 

named Elizabeth Springer wrote him a letter. She loved everything he wrote, and even though she had never met him, she fell in 



love with him. After corresponding for over a year, she proposed marriage to him. Then she added, “If we’re going to be engaged, 

we should probably meet each other.” She took a train to meet Isaac at the station, but they never met personally. When she got 

off the train, she heard someone mention Isaac’s name. She saw what he looked like and turned 

and left. When she got home that evening, this is what she wrote in her diary  about the man she 

had proposed to: “He was only five feet tall, he had a shallow face, a hook nose, prominent 

cheekbones, small eyes and a deathlike color.” Isaac never experienced the love of a woman or 

marriage, even though he deeply desired to do so. He was broken-hearted over his lost love.  

Also during that time, his community was being ravaged by the bubonic plague. In fact, somewhere 

in the neighborhood of 25% of the people in the villages near where he lived died. It was a time of 

great chaos.  

It was also a time when Christians were being forced to conform. Isaac’s family  were not members 

of the state-run Anglican church. They were constantly being pressured to conform to the majority’s 

faith, so it was hard to go to church and to find any joy or hope in the world around him. Yet, by 

opening the Scriptures, Isaac was able to say, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come. Let earth receive her King.”  

Many of us have stories not quite like Isaac’s, but we’ve all experienced chaos and disappointment. When these come, joy is 

eroded. We’re receiving more and more pressure to conform to the ideas and desires of the world around us, so it becomes easy 

to lose hope and joy. This Christmas season, we need to do what Isaac did. We need to turn to the Scriptures.  

Isaac turned to Psalm 98 and used those words as the basis for “Joy to the World.”  

1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 
2 The LORD has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the LORD, for he comes 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

When Isaac Watts read that, it changed his outlook. When we too turn to the Scriptures, our circumstances begin to fade, bringing 

us the joy and hope we need. One commentator said this about Psalm 98: 

One cannot read this Psalm without being a happier man, without lofty views of God, without feeling that He is worthy of universal 

praise, without recognizing he is in a world where the mind should be joyful, and that he is under the dominion of a God Whose reign 

should fill the mind with gladness. 



Do you have that view of God today? Are you so enveloped by Who God is and what He is doing that you are filled with joy? Psalm 

98 is a Psalm written about all God has done.  

This carol reminds us of the work Jesus did to bring us joy. 

Yes, our world needs some joy, but joy is found when we see the work Jesus did to bring us joy. What did He do to bring us joy? 

In Psalm 98, and in the song “Joy to the World,” we see it.  

Jesus has fulfilled His commitments. 

In the opening stanza of this hymn, we sing, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” Psalm 98 says we’re to sing a new song to the 

Lord “for he has done marvelous things!”  Isaac Watts wants us to know that our joy should be full, because there is only one 

promise left that Jesus hasn’t fulfilled: “I’m coming back.” We can have hope and joy, knowing that this promise will come true, 

because He has fulfilled the thousands of other promises He wrote in Scripture.  

So yes, we must have faith that He is coming again, but we also know “he has done marvelous things.” Psalm 98 goes on to say that 

He has worked salvation for us. “He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has remembered His steadfast love 

and faithfulness.”  Verse four says, “All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.”  In light of all God has done to fulfill 

all His commitments to us, we should “make a joyful noise to the Lord.”  

Jesus is in charge. 

The reason we can have joy amidst very difficult circumstances is that our Lord is in charge. No fewer than six times the word 

“Lord” is mentioned in this Psalm. He is the sovereign One, the One Who is in control. In verse six we see that we are to “make a 

joyful noise before the King, the Lord!” Jesus is the sovereign One Who rules and reigns over all His creation. 

Now, there are moments in our lives when the world we live in seems totally out of control. But when we take our eyes off the 

world and its circumstances, we will see—as we learn from the Christmas story itself—that at just the right time and in just the 

right way, God has planned everything to result in the most glory and praise for Himself.  

At times the world seems very dark, but when the world is at its darkest, Christ’s light shines brightest. Maybe in this dark world 

we’re in now, when we wonder if hope and joy are possible, could it be that God is up to something great? Might He soon be 

fulfilling His last promise to us, that Jesus Christ will come back?  

Then we read in verse nine that Jesus is our only constant. He is the One Who will “judge the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity.”  Or as we sing in the song, “He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories 

of His righteousness and wonders of His love.”  

The whole premise in this sermon is that God wants us to have joy. As we’ve learned from Ecclesiastes, without God we’ll never 

find it. But God in His mercy sent Jesus so that in Him we might find the joy we’re looking for. Yet some of us who know Him and 

are living with Him are still being battered by the circumstances and chaos of this world. Before Jesus left His disciples, He told 

them, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me...I go to prepare a place for you”  (John 14:1-2). Our peace and 

joy aren’t found in the moment; they’re real because of the promise of what is to come.  

This carol reminds us of the way to find joy. 

Let me give you my final point, the way to finding joy. Maybe like Isaac, you find yourself in a place of darkness and despair. Joy 

can be found. Turn to the last page in your Bible—Revelation 22. Here we see Jesus saying.   

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the beginning and the end”.... 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

Look to the coming Savior. 

The first way you and I can find joy this Christmas is by looking to our coming Savior. Twice Jesus tells us, “I am coming soon.” 

That word soon means quickly. He’s saying, “I am at hand.” But we would say, “Wait a minute. We’ve been waiting 2,000 years for 

You to come. That seems like a long time to us.” We’re also told in Scripture that to our Lord, a thousand years is like a day. For 



Him, He’s just been waiting two days. He might be here in another day. He may even come today. Are you looking forward to 

that? Isaac Watts says, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her King. Let every heart prepare Him room, and 

heaven and nature sing.” 

How do we know we’re looking for the coming Savior? It’s all about our preparation. We see what that means right here in 

Revelation 22:14: “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and that they may enter 

the city by the gates.” As we await the coming of our Lord, we prepare for living here on earth as we will in heaven. We live now as 

if we’re living in the very presence of God, even as we will for all eternity.  

Let go of sin. 

Then Jesus tells us we need to let go of sin, if we’re going to live on earth as we will in heaven. Look at verse 15: “Outside are the 

dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” There’s a 

dichotomy. Those who are anticipating the Lord’s coming live as if they’re in heaven already, ridding themselves of the things in 

their lives that are not allowed in heaven—worldly passions, lusts and things that have no place in our joyful response to God in 

eternity. 

Live expectantly every day. 

We look to the coming Savior. We let go of our sin. And finally, we live expectantly every day. One of the last verses in the Bible 

says these four words: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” The way we find joy in this world is to live each day as if today is the day we’ll 

meet our Maker, as if today is the day we’ll see Jesus Christ face to face. On that day, we’ll behold heaven and all its glories.  

The Bible tells us no eye has seen and no ear has heard what God has prepared for His people (1 Corinthians 2:9). Some of us 

say, “If I could just experience a little of that now, maybe my life would be a little more holy. Maybe I would be a little more 

obedient.” But Jesus is telling us, “Today might be the day you meet Me.” If that’s true, will He find us faithful?  

A lot of us are looking for joy in something under the tree. It will never be found there. We’re looking for joy in a person, in a 

possession, in a certain pleasure or a certain position. But as we learned from Solomon, it’s all vanity.  

Let me close with these words from R.C. Sproul: “Our joy is to come from the assurance that we have redemption in Christ. The 

greatest joy a person can have is to know that his name is written in the Lamb’s book of life, that he is saved and that he will live 

forever with Christ.”  

Does not the prospect of living with Christ in a place of total peace fill you with joy? A place where there’s no more sorrow or pain, 

where the old things are gone and the new has come? A place where you will live for eternity with our Lord? This should bring joy 

to the world, my friend! I pray it does. And I pray that your heart will prepare Him room this Christmas.  
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