
 
 

“The following is a direct script of a teaching that is intended to be presented via video, incorporating relevant text, slides, 

media, and graphics to assist in illustration, thus facilitating the presentation of the material. In some places, this may cause 

the written material to not flow or sound rather awkward in some places. In addition, there may be grammatical errors that 

are often not acceptable in literary work. We encourage the viewing of the video teachings to complement the written teaching 

you see below.” 

 

LEARN BIBLICAL HEBREW 

LESSON 2 

 

 

Welcome back to Learn Biblical Hebrew with 119 Ministries! This is Lesson 2. You can find a written 

summary of this lesson at the link in the description below this video. (CLICK HERE) 

 

In our first lesson, we introduced some of the basic concepts of the Hebrew language. Let’s briefly 

review them now.  

 

First, the Hebrew language has both letters and vowel points. Letters are the large symbols, and vowel 

points are the small symbols usually written underneath the letters.  

 

Second, Hebrew is written and read from right to left, which is the opposite direction from English. 

 

Also, just to recap the specific kind of Hebrew we will be learning: We are writing Hebrew in the 

Babylonian script, which is how you will see Hebrew written in a modern Tanach (Again the Tanach is 

also known as the “Old Testament”) 

 

We are pronouncing Hebrew with the modern, or Israeli, dialect.  

 

And finally, we will be learning a number of words, and all of those words can be found in the Tanach. 

Over the course of these next few lessons, we’re going to be learning the letters and the vowel sounds, 

and how to pronounce some basic words. So, let’s get right into it, starting with the very first letter. 

 

The first letter of the Hebrew alphabet is called Aleph. This is what an Aleph looks like.  

 א 

 

The Aleph is a silent letter—it makes no sound of its own. I’ll explain why there is a silent letter in just 

a moment, but first, let’s see our next letter. 

 

The second letter is Bet. Some letters in Hebrew can make two different sounds, and the Bet is one of 

those letters. The good news is, there is a way to tell which sound the Bet is making at any given time. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/beecuf3k8y6le2t/Learn%20Biblical%20Hebrew%20Lesson%202%20-%20Summary%20and%20Worksheet.pdf?dl=0


 ”B“ =  ּב      ”V“ =  ב

 

The Bet on the left side makes the sound of the letter V, “v” as in the word vine. However, if the Bet 

has a dot in the center of it, like the Bet on the right, it will instead make the sound of the letter B as in 

“boy.” That dot is called a Dagesh. So Bet without a Dagesh is “v”; Bet with a Dagesh is “b”. 

 

ָ  =Qamats  

 

Here we have a vowel point. This vowel is called a Qamats. The names of the vowels are not nearly as 

important as the sounds they make, but I will be referring to the vowels by name, so it will be helpful to 

remember their names if you can. Qamats looks kind of like a stubby letter T.  

 

Qamats makes the sound of short a, “ah” as in far or call.  

 

The Qamats is written directly under a letter. So, here you can see an Aleph with a Qamats written 

underneath of it.  

 אָ 

 

If you were to pronounce this, you would pronounce the Aleph first, and then the Qamats. So, in this 

case, the Aleph is silent, and the Qamats makes the sound “ah”, so together, this letter and vowel would 

be pronounced “ah”. 

 

If we were to use a Bet instead, so this is a Bet with a Dagesh, and a Qamats underneath the Bet, we 

would first pronounce the “b” of the Bet, and then the “ah” of the Qamats underneath the Bet.  

 ּבָ 

 

So, this combination would be pronounced “bah”. When you read Hebrew words, you will always 

pronounce the letter first, then the vowel attached to the letter.  

 

Speaking of Hebrew words: 

 ָאב

 

Now that we know two letters and a vowel, we can make our first word. This word starts on the right 

with an Aleph. Under the Aleph is a Qamats vowel. And at the end is the letter Bet. So, let’s pronounce 

this word, starting on the right, and moving to the left. On the right is the letter Aleph, so we pronounce 

that first. Aleph is silent, so that’s easy to pronounce.  

 

Underneath the Aleph is a Qamats, so we pronounce that next. Qamats makes the sound “ah”. Finally, 

we pronounce the Bet. Bet can make two different sounds, but this Bet has no Dagesh, so it is 

pronounced like a V.  

 

So, Aleph is silent, Qamets is “ah”, and Bet is “v”; all together, this word is pronounced “av”.  Av. 

 ”AV“ = ָאב

“Av” means father. 



 

This word illustrates why Hebrew has a silent letter. Before the vowel points were written, if we 

wanted to start a word with a vowel sound, we would need to have a letter that shows there is a vowel 

sound there. Since it is silent, that’s what the Aleph allows us to do. 

 

The third letter is Gimel.  

 ג 
Gimel makes the sound of hard G, “g” as in girl. 

 

The fourth letter is Dalet.  

 ד
Dalet makes the sound of D, “d” as in door. 

 

With the Gimel and Dalet, we can make another word.  

 ָּדג 

 

This word is spelled, starting on the right, Dalet, Qamats under the Dalet, and then Gimel at the end. 

Before we pronounce this word, you’ll notice, there is a Dagesh, a dot, inside of the Dalet.  

 

In some letters, the Dagesh changes the pronunciation of the letter, but most letters do not change 

pronunciation. The Dalet can only make one sound, so this Dagesh does not affect its pronunciation.  

 

If you’re wondering why there is a Dagesh here if it doesn’t change the letter’s pronunciation, that’s 

because the Dagesh serves a very technical purpose, and we’re not going to get into that at this point.  

 

What you need to know for now is that you will find the Dagesh in many words, but you only need to 

worry about it when it is in very particular letters whose sound can change. So, with that out of the 

way, let’s pronounce this word.  

 

The Dalet makes the sound “d”, then the Qamats underneath it makes the sound “ah”, and finally the 

Gimel at the end makes the sound “g”.  

 

 ”DAG“ = ָּדג

 

All together, this is pronounced “dag.” Dag. 

 

Dag means a fish.  

 

The fifth letter is Hey.  

 ה

 

Hey makes the sound of the letter H, “h” as in house. At the end of a word, the Hey is silent. 

 

This is another vowel, called the Patach.  



ַ 
 

Like the Qamats, it is written under the letter, and also like the Qamats, it makes the sound “ah.”  

So, Patach and Qamats make the exact same sound. You may ask, why are there two vowels that make 

the same sound?  

 

The answer is that they probably did not originally make the same sound. In fact, in the Ashkenazic 

dialect, Patach makes the sound “ah”, just like it does here, but the Qamats makes the sound “aw”, as in 

lawn.  

 

These two sounds, “ah” and “aw” sound very similar, so it’s possible that these two vowels started out 

different, and then some dialects simply lost the distinction between these two sounds over time, and so 

today we have two vowels that make the same sound. But, whatever the explanation for this is, in the 

dialect we are learning, both of these vowels do make the exact same sound. 

 

Let’s review what we learned this lesson. We learned five letters: Aleph, Bet, Gimel, Dalet, and Hey. 

  

We learned two vowel points: Qamats and Patach.  

 

And we learned two words: Av, which means father, and Dag, which means fish. 

 

This concludes lesson 2. At the link in the description below (CLICK HERE), you can find a written 

summary of everything we learned in this lesson, plus some exercises that you can complete to sharpen 

your skills. I definitely recommend doing the exercises; there aren’t too many of them, and they’ll help 

you get accustomed to using all the information we’ve used. 

 

Please join me next time, and we’ll learn another set of letters and vowels.  

 

Shalom! 

 

For more on learning Biblical Hebrew and other teachings, please visit us at www.testeverything.net 

 

Shalom, and may Yahweh bless you in walking in the whole Word of God. 

 

EMAIL: Info@119ministries.com 

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/119Ministries 

WEBSITE: www.TestEverything.net & www.ExaminaloTodo.net  

TWITTER: www.twitter.com/119Ministries# 
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