23 & 24 July 2016         CELL LEADER’S WEEKLY RESOURCE          Compiled by Pr. Janan Goh

1. WORKS 
A. Family Life: 12 Week Devotional
Do encourage your cell members on this:

Have you started this with your family members? 

Are you playing your part as a parent to build your children in the Lord and to see them (and you!) become a Legacy Maker?
Don’t delay, start today! 

Attached is the devotion (with guidance and the first two chapters – out of twelve) 


[image: image1.emf]DUMC Family Life  12-week booklet - Chapters 1 & 2.pdf


B. Other Events: Looking Ahead
For more equipping info, kindly go to: http://dumc.my/resources/equipping/
For registration for sessions, go to: tinyurl.com/register4equip
a. Children, the Missing Piece – with Pastor Bill Wilson
7 August 2016 (3 p.m. – 6 p.m.), Hall 4.
Come discover the “Missing Piece” before they become the “Missing Generation”. This is an opportunity for you to hear a renowned speaker and servant  of the Lord share about the importance of sowing into the children of today, for the future of the church of Jesus Christ. 


Register at bit.ly/children_tmp

b. Baptism & Membership Encounter Weekend 
20 & 21 August 2016 (Stay-in)
For those in our midst who have yet to be baptised or have yet to be part of the membership fo the church, you are strongly encouraged to register early. 
Pre-requisites include having attended the Basic Christianity 101 and DUMC 101 before attending the encounter weekend. 

Cell Leaders: Do be informed that the BMEW registration process is now online (compared to the previous method of the hardcopy form).

2. WORD
Studies of the Book of Joshua: Legacy Makers
Part II – The Harlot, the Scarlet Thread and Other Stories (Joshua 2:1-3, 9-13, 17-18, 22-24)
By Pastor Alex Tan
Either use the WORD Activity Sheet attached or a simplified form of the questions below:

· Read the scripture passage. 

· Do a THREE-MINUTE SUMMARY of the sermon highlighting the KEY POINTS. Do not preach the whole sermon again, as majority of your members would have heard the sermon already. Allocate more time for sharing in the cell through the application questions below.

· Sermon Resource at: http://dumc.my/whats-up/sermon-schedule/
BIG IDEA: Surrender your story to God’s bigger story to leave behind a legacy
Key Points of the Sermon:
1) The Harlot What’s Her Story?
· God looks beyond labels and meets us where we are
· God looks for faith; not perfection

· God’s mercy does not leave us where we are
2) The Scarlet Thread: What’s the story?
The sinless one (Jesus Christ) and the sinful ones (us) – where Jesus put on the scarlet robe reflecting Him covering our sins, which are as red as scarlet. 
_ 
3) Other Stories: What’s yours?
Stories inspire faith. E.g. the story of DUMC, KL Urban Fellowship.
Questions for Discovery & Application (Select as appropriate):

1. How has Rahab’s story encouraged you in your walk in the Lord? 
2. What stories have you heard since coming to cell group/DUMC that inspired your faith in God? Share briefly on one. 

3. What story would you want your family (either present or future) to have? What legacy do you want your children to have? What will you do now to ensure that this can be achieved (e.g. weekly devotion as a family)?

WORD Activity Sheet (for Printing)
The life of Rahab shows that God can use anyone to be a legacy maker. Imagine, one life, fully surrendered to God, achieving a higher purpose than the life he/she could even fathom! That story could be yours!
IMAGINE #1: A Picture of Your Life
Imagine a future without Christ from now onwards. How would your life be? On the other hand, imagine now the possibilities that is now available because you are in Christ. Either draw/write out such a life based on your imagination.
	Life without Christ
· E.g. Lost in the rat race in my career
· E.g. persuing after personal gain and pleasure
· ________

· ________

· ________


	Life with Christ
· E.g. Reconciliation with my family members
· E.g. Seeking to live for the Gospel 
· ________
· ________
· ________



REFLECT #2: Life in the Past & Life Ahead
God looks beyond labels (both past and present) and meets us where we are.
What are some of the ‘labels’ that people have placed on you (both present and when you were growing up)?

How has this impacted you today?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

No matter what your circumstance is (or was), remember that as God had used ‘imperfect’ Rahab, God can use us today and in the future. 
SHARE #3: Your Stories Now
a) Your faith today is based on stories and testimonies that have shaped you in the past. Can you share a personal story of God’s faithfulness or a biblical story that inspired your faith to a greater level?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

b) How can you share this story to a pre-believer this week to inspire that person to take a step closer to knowing Jesus? Share when and how you intend to do this.

__________________________________________________________________________________________[image: image2.png]i
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Soft copy of the DUA is available at: http://dumc.my/whats-up/sermon-schedule/
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DUMC FAMILY LIFE

Biblical Mandate:

» Gen 2:18-25 Not good for man to be alone; helpmate
e Psalm 127: 3-5 Children are heritage from the Lord
 Eph 5:22-6:4 Submission, Respect, Love & Obedience

Our culture

¢ 1: Authenticity - Transparent and Accountable
e 2: Community - Extended families and Church families
e 3: Stewardship - God working in and through our families





Weekly family devotional

Week Topic

—_—

God's purpose for families (Family Ties)
God our protector

Power of God, Living in God's will
Reflecting

Stewardship

Honesty

Tithing

Teachable Heart

O 00 N o U1 WD

Relationship with parents (Getting along with parents)

S

Choosing Friends

Ja—
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Godly Relationships

N

Helping others





HOW TO START

I. Pray together. Get one member of the family to say a
short prayer.

2. Have fun! Our children may not remember everything
but they will always cherish the fun times.

3. Keep it simple. Reinforce values in simple, easy-to-
understand ways.

4. Involve everyone. Don’t dominate.

5. Go with the flow. Be flexible and don't kill spontaneity
if the direction goes to a different thing.

6. Be consistent. Do this regularly.

7. Make it a memory. Take pictures. Talk about it often.
Share it with others.





SESSION 1: God’s purpose for families (Family Ties)

Point : God made us a special family.

g‘ Supplies: You'll need family photo

albums and a Bible.

Activity: Bring out your family photo albums
and huddle together so everyone can see
them. Begin by looking at pictures of

both parents before they were married.

Each parent may want to recall and share

a little about what their lives were like

before they married or what their family

was like when they were growing up.

Then move to your wedding pictures, talking about how you
met, courted, were engaged, and finally married. Tell special memories
of your wedding day—perhaps a funny story or tender moment you
shared. Explain how now your lives are blended by the vows you
took and by your love for each other.

Move on through the albums, to the point of each child's
birth. Share about the excitement surrounding each new life joining
your family. Talk about how each child changed the family, adding to
it and creating something new.

Families Are Different

Your family may not be a
traditional family. Perhaps
you're a grandparent, single
parent, or part of a blended
family. When viewing
pictures together, adapt the
discussion as is appropriate
for your family situation.
Make this a positive time,
focusing on what makes
your family special. If your
situation involves a family
separation, avoid focusing
on the faults of the
separated individual or
individuals. Instead,
remember the good things
about family members.
Strongly remind your
children that although
families are different, your
family is special.

After you've looked at the pictures, ask:

e What makes our family different from
other families?

¢ What's something special you like
about our family?

e Why do you think God made families?
There are many possible answers to this
last question. Some answers your family
might suggest are:

e So we can grow and be cared for by

people who love us.

e To give us a place to learn how to work
together and honor, respect, and serve
others.

e To let us have security, forgiveness, and
guidelines for living.

e To help us learn about God's love from
the love of our family members.

Share: Let's look in the Bible to see
what we can find out about families.





Read Ephesians 5:22-24 and discuss these questions: :
e How would you say this in your own words? Family Night

¢ What do you think it means? :
: TOOL CHEST

Share: This verse tells us that just like the church submits to Christ,
so wives submit to their husbands. Wives show their submission by
respecting and following their husbands.

Read Ephesians 5:25-33 and discuss:

e What do these verses seem to be saying?

¢ How does the husband submit himself? (A husband
submits himself by loving and serving his wife.)

Share: These verses remind us that Jesus loved us so much that He
died for us. In the same way, husbands should love and respect their
wives so much that they'd be willing to die for them. Husbands
should show more love for their wives than for themselves.

Take a risk by asking your children to rate how you and your
spouse are doing in this area. Don't be defensive if they point out
areas for growth. Take it as an honest word of advice on how to better
show love for your spouse.

Share: Now let's find out about the role of children.

Read Ephesians 6:1-4 and ask:

e What's the most important thing God wants children to do?
(The most important thing is obey.)

e Why do you think obeying is so important to God?

Share: God wants children to obey for several reasons. One is that
we learn to obey God by obeying our parents. Another is that we
are often protected from danger by obeying our parents.

e What special advice is given to parents?

e What does this mean?

Share: God doesn't want parents to make life too hard for their kids.

Parents should challenge their children and teach them about God.

That's one reason we have these family times! But parents shouldn't

make unreasonable demands on their children

or discourage them too much.

Again, if‘you're wi!ling to take the risk, ask your = vyOUNGER CHILDREN will enjoy

children if they think you're too hard on them. looking through family albums with you,

This may give you an opportunity to briefly but the Bible passage and discussion may

explain why you ask them to do certain things, be too long for them: Instead, substitute

or why you've set specific rules. quossrans 3:18-21, whlch makes the same
; . . points a the Ephesians passages but in a

However, be sure to listen to their concerns with = 1uch shorter fashion.

an open mind. You may discover something —

such as sarcasm, anger, or another area-where you're

harming your children and making life unpleasant for them. Take these

comments in with careful consideration as areas for growth in parenting.

Age Adjustment





SESSION 2 : God our protector

Point : God loves and protects us.

: TOOL CHEST
‘ Supplies: You'll need one or two raw eggs, a sink or :

bucket, and a Bible.

Activity: Begin by illustrating the fragile nature of an egg. Take family
members over to a sink and carefully crack an egg by dropping it
or hitting it against the side of the sink. (You could also do this over
a bucket or outside where cleanup will be easier.) Pass the eggshell
around, and ask:

e What do you notice about this shell? (It's fragile; it's light;

there's not much to it.)

Ask for a volunteer who thinks he or she can crush the egg
with the "raw" power of their hand. Then place another raw egg in a
child's hand so that the ends are at the thumb and pinky (see illustration).
Help the child carefully wrap his or her hand around the egg and attempt :
to crush it. In most cases, this will be impossible, as the pressure is
distributed equally around the shell. At the very least, it will be a
challenge for a child to crush the egg. Have all family members attempt
this activity.

Discuss the following questions:

e What was it like to try and crush the \
egg? (It wasn't easy; | couldn't do it.)

e What does this tell you about
the eggshell? (It is stronger
than it looks; it protects the
growing baby chick.)

Read aloud Matthew 6:26-27, then consider these questions:
¢ If God shows us how much He protects His creation, how
does God show His love and protection for us? (By helping us
make good choices; by giving us

Age Adjustment friends who care for us.)
— e How is the way God protects
OLDER CHILDREN AND the chicks with the eggshell like :
TEENAGERS may find the egg- the way He protects us? (He puts :

crushing experience quite surprising a "shell" around us; He knows just
—more so than younger children. Take

advantage of this teachable moment how strong to make the covering.)

to help them realize God's marvelous . . H
creativity in creation—and to discuss Share: God will never leave us and :

how God knows just what our needs knows what's best for us. He's :

are and provides for them in always there to listen and can meet :

innovative and surprising ways. all our needs. He knows just what
kind of protection we need, and
cares for us.
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You have successfully completed the 12-week devotional
as a family.

Parents' names :

Parents’ Cell Group :

Child/children’s name/s :

Child/children’s Cell Group :

Contact Number : (H/P) (Tel)

Email :

Parent’s and child/children’s signature:
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Please cut out this page to redeem a gift from Pr Jonathan during
Children’s Church or, if your child has yet to belong to a Cell Group,
please collect your gift from the information counter after Celebration.






