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Woe #2: The Life-Saver Lost 
 

Introduction 
 

The Text 
9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of 
harm! 10 You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have forfeited your 
life. 11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork respond.  (Hab. 2:9–
11) 

 

Where We’ve Been 
A. Let’s quickly remember the context here.  Habakkuk, the prophet, has to this point been concerned 

that God was going to let evil run amok with the Babylonians and do nothing about it.   
 

1. But, beginning in Hab. 2:2, God responds to his concern and reassures him that he sees 
what’s happening and he will bring things to justice.   

 
a. It’s going to take time, but the matter is certain.  As he says in v. 3: “[S]till the vision 

awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait 
for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.” 

 
B. So, though while they wait for it, things are going to be hard for Judah and God’s people, they can 

be confident: it’s going to be okay in the end.   
 

1. They can be so confident, in fact, that God in v. 6ff to the end of the chapter now, gives his 
people a “taunt song” as we’ve called it to mock the Babylonians with.  It’s a sort of divinely 
sanctioned trash-talking that’s going on here.   

 
a. He wants them to boast, even in the face of these Babylonians, though not in 

themselves, but in him: “ 23 Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him 
who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD 
who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth” (Jer. 9:23–24).   

 
i. We know our God.  He’s going to make it right. 

 
C. And this taunt song, this divinely sanctioned trash-talking, as we’ve seen, is composed of what we’ve 

called five “woe oracles.”   
 

1. “Woe to him . . .” (v. 6); “Woe to him . . .” (v. 9); “Woe to him . . .” (v. 12); “Woe to him . . .” 
(v. 15); “Woe to him . . .” (v. 19).   
 

a. In each of these woe oracles God will state some aspect of Babylon’s offense and 
guilt and then he promises to judge them for it.   
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D. And what I’ve said to this point is that these woe oracles really interconnect and build on one 

another.  There’s this progression to them. 
 

1. And I think the idea is just as Babylon has strategically tried to build itself up brick by brick, 
God is going to tear it all down, brick by brick.   

 
a. Babylon plunders others to get money (woe #1)  
b. so they can build up their walls and find stability and security (woe #2)  
c. so they can build out their empire and make a name for themselves (woe #3)  
d. and they can get glory over and against the shame of others (woe #4)  
e. and they ultimately are driven in all of this by their false worship and idolatry (woe 

#5).   
 

i. And God’s just calling them out for all this, and he’s going to take them to 
the mat.  He’s going to bring down the gavel of justice. 

  

Where We’re Going 
A. And I’ve told you that we’re going to take up these woes and consider them one-by-one.   

 
1. Last time we looked at the first one there in vv. 6-8 and we considered The Plunderer 

Plundered. 
 

2. And this morning we come, then, to the second woe here in vv. 9-11 which I’m summing as 
The Life-Saver Lost.  

 
a. Obviously, I’m not talking about losing your candy (that fruity, hard candy).  I’m 

talking about how these Babylonians are so bent on saving their lives here and now 
that they end up actually losing their lives in the end. 

 
B. So let’s dive into this second woe now.  And, remember, I mentioned that for each of these woes I’m 

going to have the same essential three points, but they’ll take on different emphases and things 
depending on the woe we’re looking at.   
 

1. Those three points are: (1) The Reversal; (2) The Rescue; and (3) The Renewal.  And they 
mark out our agenda for this morning as we come now to consider this second woe in 
particular.  So let’s go! 

 

(1)  The Reversal 
 
A. It’s under this heading that I really want to bring out those two elements I talked about: (1) the 

stated offense; and (2) the promised judgment.   
 

The Stated Offense (v. 9) 
“To Set His Nest on High” 
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A. The stated offense is what comes out for us most clearly there in v. 9: “Woe to him who gets evil 
gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of harm!” 

 
B. Here is where we see straightaway the connection between the first woe and the second.   

 
1. In the first it was all about this “evil gain.”  Babylon “plundered many nations” as it was said 

back up in v. 8.   
2. But why did they do so?  Ah, that’s where something new comes into view with this second 

woe.  It was all “for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of harm!”   
 

a. They wanted stability, security, safety.   
 
C. That’s what the image of this “nest” invokes, doesn’t it?  When birds build a nest for laying eggs and 

raising their young, that’s the idea.  We want someplace safe from the reach harm.   
 

1. Sadly, they’re not always successful.   
 

a. We had these house finches this last time around in the Spring that were building 
their nest up in the eaves out by our front window.  And we were just overjoyed at 
it.  We love to watch the whole process.  It’s amazing!  But this time it was tragic.  
They get started on their nest.  Mama lays a few eggs.  She’s sitting on them and all 
this.  They hatch, we can see the little heads peeping out and things.   

b. And then one day, I come home from dropping the girls off at school and there’s the 
nest, out on the driveway.  It had somehow been knocked down from its place and 
dragged out from there.  And I got out quickly, and of course the nest was empty.  
And I was heartbroken.  I didn’t want to tell my girls.  It would ruin Bella’s day for 
sure.  But I had to.  And they were crying.   

c. But then wouldn’t you know it, very soon after, we saw the finches back again.  At 
first I thought they were just looking for the nest and their young, and it broke my 
heart even further.  But then I realized they were going to build again.  Our sorrow 
turned to joy.  These little birds were relentless in their hope.  So they build another 
nest.  Mama lays a few more eggs.   

d. But I kid you not, it happens again.  The same time even.  I get home in the morning 
from taking the kids to school and there’s the new nest out on the driveway.  And 
the eggs are gone.   

e. I still don’t know what did this.  I don’t think a cat could’ve gotten up there.  My best 
guess is a crow, because we have a few around and I saw the other birds chasing 
them off.  And I looked it up and I realized they eat other birds’ eggs and young.  
They’re nasty things.  I suppose that’s why when you see a flock of them together, 
they’re called a “murder” of crows.  Fitting, isn’t it?   

 
i. So, you see, these finches were building a nest in attempt to keep 

themselves and their little ones safe from harm.  But they couldn’t build it 
high enough to get beyond the reach of these bloodthirsty crows.   

 
D. But now here’s Babylon building up their nest.   
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1. The ancient Greek historian Herodotus writes of how Babylon had this huge wall around it 
with 100 bronze gates.  Supposedly, it was so wide that a four-horse chariot could run upon 
it (History 1.178-179).   

 
a. And, again, why did they build up such a fortress?  To keep themselves “safe from 

the reach of harm” (v. 9) 
 
“To Be Safe from the Reach of Harm” 
A. There’s one other thing I wanted to show you.  There’s a play on words in the Hebrew that’s meant 

to highlight the irony of all this, I think.   
 

1. The word translated “harm” here at the end of v. 9 is the Heb. ra.  It’s the same word 
actually back at the beginning of v. 9 that’s translated “evil” – “evil gain.”   

 
a. The idea, and the irony, is this: the Babylonians are using evil to protect themselves 

from evil.  They are harming others in their attempt to protect themselves from 
harm.   

 
i. They are therefore contradicting their ends with their means.  They are 

fighting fire with fire.  And they will get burned. 
 
B. If I were to give you an analogy it might be like when men want to get big and strong so badly that 

they’re willing to use steroids to do it.  To my knowledge, steroids bulk and build up your muscles 
while, at the same time, they fundamentally weaken you.  You may get bigger muscles but you can 
do damage to your heart, liver, kidneys, and other systems in the body.   

 
1. In your attempt to get stronger you make yourself essentially weaker.  You contradict your 

ends with your means.  Oh you look so impressive, but it’s not going to last! 
 

The Promised Judgement (vv. 10-11) 
“You Have Forfeited Your Life” 
A. And that’s what starts to become clear as we look now to vv. 10-11 and the promised judgment 

comes more plainly into view.  Fortunes are going to be reversed.  Babylon is going to be brought 
down.   

 
1. The one who would save his life here and now at any cost, will lose it in the end. 

 
B. So we read in v. 10: “You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have 

forfeited your life.” 
 

1. In all your attempts to keep yourself safe from harm, you actually put yourself right in the 
way of it—because you tried to find that safety and security, not in God, but in your stuff.   

 
a. If I get enough money in the account, if I get thick enough walls around me, if I get 

this or I get that, then I’ll be safe.   
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b. But you don’t have God.  Indeed, again, in all your attempts to keep yourself safe, 
you’ve put yourself at odds with the only one who could truly keep you safe.  And 
that’s a big problem. 

 
C. I’m reminded of what God says through the prophet Obadiah concerning the nation of Edom when 

they were in a similar space to these Babylonians: “ 2 Behold, I will make you small among the 
nations; you shall be utterly despised. 3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the 
clefts of the rock, in your lofty dwelling, who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the 
ground?’ 4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is set among the stars, from there I 
will bring you down, declares the LORD” (Obad. 1:2–4).   

 
D. It’s interesting, that word translated “forfeited” here, in the Heb. it’s chata.  It could be translated 

“to sin” or “to miss the target.”   

 
1. The idea is that, though you may be trying to save your life, you are actually sinning against 

your life.   
 

a. It’s as if you let fly an arrow thinking you’ve locked in on the target, but, instead of 
sinking it into the bull’s eye, you come to find you’ve actually sunk it into your own 
chest! 

 
“The Stone” and “the Beam” 
A. Then we come to v. 11 and the matter is put in even more dire terms for these Babylonians.  Look at 

it: “For the stone will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork respond.” 
 

1. Do you get this?  Here’s the idea: even the very nest you’ve been building will turn on you in 
the coming days.   

 
a. The stones, they know what you’ve done.  The beams, they’re aware of the 

injustice.  And they will cry out for your undoing.   
 

i. The very structure you’ve put your hope for security in, will betray and 
expose you in the end. 

 
B. It bears striking resemblance to those words of Jesus in Luke 19:40, if you recall.   

 
1. Jesus is entering Jerusalem for the last time, before his death.  And the crowds are crying 

out “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” (v. 38).   
2. And the Pharisees, hearing this, object to Jesus and call for him to rebuke his disciples for 

such blasphemy.   
 

a. But do you remember how Jesus responds to them?  “I tell you, if these [disciples] 
were silent, the very stones would cry out” (v. 40).   

 
C. What a stunning statement!  It’s getting at the fact that, in the end, the truth of things will always 

come out.  You’re not going to be able to hide it, or twist it, or stuff it down.  It will be revealed.  
God’s word and will will always prevail.   
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1. In Luke 19, it’s put more positively: Jesus will get the praise due his name, no matter what 

the Pharisees have to say about it.   
2. In Hab. 2 it’s put more negatively: the Babylonians will get the judgement they deserve from 

the hand of God, no matter how safe and secure they think they are. 
 
D. With all this talk of stone and beam, I couldn’t help but think of that legend that surrounds the 

Winchester Mystery House here in San Jose.  I’ve not been to it myself, but I hear it’s fascinating.  Do 
you remember this?   

 
1. It’s likely just a legend that’s developed around the place, but people were trying to come 

up with some reason why Sarah Winchester built her mansion so hodge-podge, so 
seemingly random—with staircases going nowhere, doors opening to nothing, secret rooms, 
and things like this.  I’m told it’s a great labyrinth of a place.   

2. And people put forward the possibility that maybe she felt the place was haunted and she 
was trying to throw the ghosts off her track.   

3. You see, she inherited a great fortune because of her connection to the Winchester family—
the family responsible for the Winchester rifle.  They made their money by making a killing 
machine.   

4. And it’s thought perhaps the guilt of it ate her up.  And in the turmoil of her troubled 
conscience she imagined the ghosts of those killed by this rifle were after her.   

 
a. The walls of this mansion, built with a fortune gained from bloodshed (we could 

say), were crying out.  She couldn’t get safe, no matter how many staircases or 
doors or secret rooms she built.   

 
i. Because safety is ultimately found only in God, and nowhere else. 

 
E. Have you ever felt like that?  Like you can’t find stability, security, safety, no matter how hard you 

try? 
 

“Woe Is Me!” 
A. Here is where we need to go Isa. 6 with all this.   

 
1. You remember, I referenced this a few weeks back, that’s where the prophet transitions 

from “Woe to you . . . woe to you . . . woe to you” to “Woe is me!” (Isa. 6:5).   
 
B. It’s easy to point the finger at the Babylonians and say: “They’re crazy.  They’re vicious.  Of course 

they deserve judgment.  They’d burn down other cities and stuff to build up their empire.  They’re 
monsters.”   
 

1. But just like Isaiah, we’ve got to be willing to go to that uncomfortable place where we’re 
willing to look at ourselves in the light of God’s glory and holiness, and we finally admit: 
“Wait a minute, at bottom, I’m not all that different.” 
 

a. There’s something of Babylon in all of us.  You may not be plundering goods and 
erecting castle walls to keep yourself safe from harm, but you’re probably tempted 
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to do something.  Even if you’ve not matched the Babylonian deeds, you likely have 
something similar to the Babylonian heart.   

 
C. You see, none of us wants to be hurt.  All of us want to be kept safe from harm.  So we’re going to 

be tempted to turn to means other than God to find that safety.   
 

1. Jesus says: “Come to me and rest, don’t fend for yourself as if you’re an orphan.  I’ve got 
you.”   

2. But we say: “I’m not so sure.  All well and good, the preacher tells me God will be my 
security.  He’s paid to say that.  But I don’t know.” 
 

a. If I could get more money in the bank, I think I’d feel a little more secure than I do 
now.   

b. When I have all the doors latched and deadbolted, I do feel a little more secure than 
when I don’t.   

c. If I could get that relationship, that significant other who will care for me, be there 
with me in the dark, I know I’d feel more secure than I do now.   

d. Or maybe it’s the opposite.  Relationships are hard.  And maybe your sense is, if I 
could just cut myself off from those people who hurt me, if I could build up the walls 
and keep the enemy out, then I’d feel a little more secure I think.” 

 
D. We have all these ways of trying to secure our lives, keep ourselves safe from the reach of harm.  

We’re all trying to build that nest that will keep the crows from getting in, you know. 
 

1. Now, of course, I’m not saying don’t save up money, don’t lock your doors, don’t desire a 
spouse, don’t be wise in relationships.  I’m not saying that.   

2. I’m talking here about what you’re really banking on for your security and safety.  Is it on 
you and the stuff of this world in some way?  Or is it on God?   

 
E. In the flesh, we all have that impulse to save our lives here and now.  And usually that puts us at 

odds with God, because we’re willing to leave him and his way to get what we think we need to 
secure things.   

 
1. But, when we do that, we shoot ourselves in the foot.  We try to protect ourselves from 

harm by doing harmful things ourselves.  It’s a problem.  We’re not all that different from 
the Babylonians. 

 
a. And therefore we need The Rescue . . . 

 

(2)  The Rescue 
 
A. This second woe is not just for them out there, it’s for me, it’s for you.   

 
1. When God comes in judgement, how naïve of us to think, we’ll be on the right side of this 

reversal.   
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a. We’re arrogant like Babylon.  We’re building up our own little kingdoms.  We’re 
fighting to save our lives at the expense of loving God and others.  We sing this 
taunt song in mockery of our enemies, but it reverberates back to us.   

 
i. So what now? 

 
B. Enter, stage left, Jesus of Nazareth.   

 
1. God knows we deserve judgment, but God delights most in showing mercy.  Therefore, he 

throws his own beloved Son, in between us and the woes of his wrath, and Jesus takes what 
you and I deserve. 

 
C. If you look closely at our text, you realize: all that God says will rightly come for Babylon, that’s what 

comes for Jesus at the cross.   
 

1. God says to Babylon: “[Y]ou have devised shame for your house” (v. 10) . . . 
 

a. Well, Jesus is shamed on that cross; hung up naked for all to see and laugh at and 
spit upon.   

 
2. God says to Babylon: “[Y]ou have forfeited your life” (v. 10) . . . 

 
a. Well, Jesus has his life taken from him on that cross.  They lash his back.  They strike 

his face.  They wrench thorns into his temples.  They drive nails through his hands 
and feet.  And they leave him there to die. 

 
3. God says to Babylon: “The ‘stone’ and ‘beam’ will cry out against you” (v. 11)—the 

inanimate world will turn on you and condemn you . . . 
 

a. Well, while Jesus hung on that cross, do you remember, the sun went black, and the 
earth quaked beneath him.  It was an indication of God’s coming in wrath against 
him.   

 
i. It’s as if the stones and beams of the universe were there crashing down 

upon him! 
 

4. God has come in judgement against his own Son: “Woe to you!”   
 
D. But, of course, he’s done nothing wrong.  Though he’s receiving here all the judgment God promised 

the Babylonians, a quick survey of his life makes plain: he’s committed none of the offenses.   
 

1. He’s not given himself to the pursuit of “evil gain” (v. 9) . . . 
 

a. He’s been nothing but honest, and selfless, and generous.  He’s not taken from 
people with self-concern.  He’s given to people with concern for them. 

 
2. He’s not tried to build up “his house” or “set his nest on high” (v. 9) . . . 
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a. He says it himself: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58).   

b. For goodness sake, the King of Kings, God’s only Son, is born and laid in an animal’s 
feeding trough.   

 
i. He didn’t come to build for himself a palace.  He came to redeem for himself 

a people—you and I. 
 

3. He didn’t try to keep himself “safe from the reach of harm” (v. 9) . . . 
 

a. He threw himself headlong into harm’s way . . . for us.  He didn’t prioritize his own 
safety over loving others.  He loved others at great pains to himself. 

 
4. He didn’t “[cut] off many peoples” (v. 10) for his own benefit . . . 

 
a. He welcomed many peoples, again, even though it would cost him dearly.  I mean, 

Jesus didn’t build walls to keep people out.  He tore down walls so he could let 
people in, knowing full well that so many would hurt him.   

 
i. Think of the disciples.  “You will all fall away . . . this night” (Matt. 26:31).   
ii. Think of Peter.  “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, 

you will deny me three times” (Matt. 26:34).   
 

iii. Think of Judas.  He knew who Judas was.  “Did I not choose you, the twelve? 
And yet one of you is a devil” (John 6:70).  There was no surprise that Judas 
would betray him.  But he didn’t cut him off.  To the very end, he calls him 
friend: “Friend, do what you came to do” (Matt. 26:50).   

 
E. It's not as if Jesus couldn’t have saved his life.  It’s that he wouldn’t, because he wanted to save ours.   

 
1. Do you remember that amazing scene in Gethsemane, recounted in John’s gospel?  When 

the soldiers say they have come for Jesus of Nazareth, he responds in John 18:5 by simply 
saying: “I am.”  And, when he said this, John tells us they all “drew back and fell to the 
ground” (v. 6).   

 
a. Don’t you see?  This was not about them taking him against his will.  This was about 

him giving himself to them in accordance with his will.   
 

i. He didn’t use his great power to protect himself, he used it to offer up 
himself . . . to rescue us! 

 

(3)  The Renewal 
 

Two Goals 
A. Jesus throws himself in between us and the woe of God’s wrath here, not so we can go off and 

continue living like we were before with no consequence.   
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1. No, he rescues us so he can renew us in his image, so he can change us, so we can start to 

walk in the freedom of the children of God. 
 
B. There are two goals in particular I think Jesus is after here with this rescue and now renewal: (1) He 

wants you to be Eternally Safe in His Love for You; and (2) he wants you to be Relentlessly Risky in 
Your Love for Others. 

 
Goal #1: Eternally Safe in His Love for You 
A. For one thing, Jesus wants us to find our ultimate safety and security in him.   

 
1. Listen, he’s taken on the worst of it—Satan, sin, and death—and he’s walked out the other 

side in the resurrection.   
2. Whatever you’re afraid of, whatever you feel like, I have to save myself from that at 

whatever cost, listen he’s already faced it, he’s already beaten it, and he’ll get you through 
it.   

 
B. He wants you to find your ultimate security in him.  That’s the only place you’ll be truly and 

enduringly safe.   
 

1. So David says: “In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me 
dwell in safety” (Ps. 4:8). 

2. And Solomon after him: “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs 
into it and is safe” (Prov. 18:10). 

 
3. Or consider, with more elaboration, the opening verses of Ps. 61: “ 1 Hear my cry, O God, 

listen to my prayer; 2 from the end of the earth I call to you when my heart is faint. Lead me 
to the rock that is higher than I, 3 for you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the 
enemy. 4 Let me dwell in your tent forever! Let me take refuge under the shelter of your 
wings!” (vv. 1–4).   

 
a. Isn’t that beautiful?  You see, God knows that we all feel like those finches trying to 

build a nest that no crow could get at.  We’ve had hardships, we’ve been wounded, 
we want to be safe.  And he says: “Come up here, I’ll take you to a nest that’s higher 
than them all, I’ll keep you safe under my wings.” 

 
i. So God wants you to know this kind of eternal security.  That you’re not just 

good right now.  He’s got you forever, come what may. 
 
C. Jesus puts this most startingly for us in Luke 21:16-18.  He’s talking about the persecution that’s 

coming for his disciples.  It’s going to be hard.  (Don’t mistake safe for easy or comfortable or 
smooth.  Your life with Jesus will be hard.  But it will be safe.)   

 
1. Here’s what he says: “ 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives 

and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name’s 
sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish.” 
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a. “They will hate you because of your association with me to such an extent that they 
may even lop off some of your heads, but, I am telling you, even if they do, in the 
end, you will come to find you’ve not even lost a single hair in the process.  They 
can’t hurt you if you’re with me.  You’re safe.” 

 
D. And, of course, I thought about Rom. 8.  Paul is just ascending the mountaintop of assurance in the 

gospel at this point.  And he just goes off.  He just screams out to these glorious words, echoing in 
the canyons below: “ 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 

As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (vv. 31–39).   

 
1. There may not be a greater string of verses in all the Scriptures than these here.  And did 

you catch what this is all about?  You’re safe in God’s love, because of the cross, from now 
on into eternity.   

 
a. I don’t care what’s coming for you: whether it’s cancer or car-crash, poverty or 

persecution, burglary or betrayal, demon or devil—it doesn’t matter.  You will 
conquer because he has conquered.  And he loves you. 

 
E. If I could put it with as much punch as I’m able: if you don’t have Jesus, (well then, as the 

Babylonians have learned) you’re not safe anywhere.  But if do have Jesus, you’re safe everywhere! 
 

1. And this leads to the second goal in all of this . . . 
 
Goal #2: Relentlessly Risky in Your Love for Others 
A. Because Jesus was safe in his Father’s love for him, he could lay his life down in love for others.  He 

knew his Daddy had his back, and it would be okay on the other side of the cross. 
 
B. And, likewise for us, as we start to understand how safe we really are in the love of God for us in 

Jesus, we can be relentlessly risky in our love for others.  We can live crazy.  You don’t have to 
worry.  You don’t have fend for yourself.  You don’t have to build up your nest and keep all the hard 
stuff out.  He’s got you.  You’re under his wing now.  So you can step towards the hard stuff and 
love.   

 
1. You can break down the walls like he did.  You can move towards the Peters and the Judas’.  

You can risk it all to care for others, knowing that even if they hurt or take from or kill you . . 
. you’re safe.   

 
a. Don’t you want to live like that?!  Don’t you want to live like him?!  It’s renewal. 
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The Life-Loser Saved! 
A. I’d like to close here now by considering just for a moment the words of Jesus in Luke 9:23-25: “ 23 If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For 
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what 
does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?”  

 
B. Do you realize that you can want to save something so badly, that you actually end up destroying it?   

 
1. I thought of the way my kids are with the lizards that they catch.  They love them so much 

that they don’t want to let them go.  And sometimes, the lizards don’t make it.  My kids love 
them to death.   

 
a. And I guess what I’m trying to say is we can do that with our lives.  We can have our 

ideas of what we want our life to be, what we think we need our life to be, we can 
aim to save it and get all that we want, and we refuse to let it go.   

 
i. And we kill it.  We lose it.  We can hold onto our lives so tightly that we 

actually choke the life from it.  We strangle it.  We lose it. 
 

2. You see the irony is, with these little lizards, if you really love them, you’d let them go, 
because they know what they need to survive and thrive.   
 

a. And it’s the same thing with our lives and God.  If we really want to save our lives, 
we’d let them go, we’d put them into his hands, because he’s the one, not us, who 
knows what it takes to truly survive and thrive.   

 
i. He knows what we need.  It might not always be what we immediately 

want, and that’s the rub, but it will always be good, it will always be better, 
it will always ultimately be safe.   

 
C. Can you let it go?  Can you take up your cross today and follow him?  If you’re trying to save your life 

like these Babylonians, you will lose it.  But if you lose your life for his sake, you will save it! 


