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A Peace without End 
 

 

Introduction 
 

The Season of Advent 
A. Last week was the first Sunday of Advent, and I was still finishing up things with our text in 1 Thess. 

5—where we were dealing with this call from the Apostle Paul to “give thanks in all circumstances” 
(v. 18).  I hope you did find our time that verse helpful. 

 
B. But what I think I’ll do now, though, for the rest of these weeks up to Christmas, is just take the 

theme we’re focusing on for Advent that Sunday and reflect on it biblically with you.   
 
1. So this week, therefore, we’ll be looking at Peace.   
2. And then, I’m not preaching next week, but the following we’ll come back and look at the 

theme of Love.    
 

a. And we’ll consider how Christmas and the coming of Christ relates to and really fills 
out these themes for us. 

 

The Text 
A. So this morning, though I’m not going to go verse-by-verse through a text like I normally would, I’m 

still going to do the majority of my work in that Isa. 9 text that was just read.  So, if you would, let’s 
open there and read it together once more, only this time let’s draw in a bit more of the context . . . 

 
B. Look at Isa. 9:2-7: “ 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in 

a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they 
divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this.” 

 
C. With regard to this theme of Peace, there are just three questions I want to ask (I’ll likely ask the 

same of Love in a couple of weeks): (1) What Is It?; (2) Where Do We Find It?; and (3) How Does It 
Change Us? 

 

(1)  What Is It? 
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In Our Culture 
A. I wonder: when you think of peace, what comes to mind for you?  What is it? 
 

1. It seems to me that, in our culture at least, when we think of peace, we tend to reduce it 
down and locate it in one dimension of life or another. 

 
Dimension #1: Emotional/Psychological 
A. So for some of us, the first thing that comes to mind when you think of peace would fit into what I’d 

call the emotional/psychological dimension.   
 

B. Here’s that internal peace that we all wish we could find—where, emotionally, we’re not stressed 
out, we’re not scattered and all over the place, we’re not worried about what this or that person is 
thinking or what’s coming next . . . we’re centered . . . we’re at peace.   

 
1. We have an unrippled consciousness as it were, a feeling of tranquility. 

 
C. That’s the emotional/psychological dimension, and some of us might try to locate the idea of peace 

there.  It wouldn’t be wrong, it just wouldn’t be complete. 
 
Dimension #2: Social/Relational 
A. Still others of us would maybe gravitate towards a different dimension of life.  When we think of 

peace, we think of it in terms of our relationships.  So this is what I’d call the social/relational 
dimension. 

 
B. And of course, we can think of it on a global scale.   

 
1. This is the raising of a white flag to end a war.   
2. It’s what, in the geopolitical sphere, you might call a peace treaty.   

 
a. It’s the sort of thing we long for in Ukraine—that some semblance of peace could be 

restored for them there.   
 
C. But, certainly, it’s not just a global thing.  This is something that gets very personal—it touches 

home, literally.   
 

1. How many homes are shot through with conflict and trauma?   
2. How many of you carry wounds to this day from stuff that happened in your family when 

you were a kid?  Some of you have only just been freshly reminded of such pains, having 
spent time with your extended family perhaps for Thanksgiving.   
 

a. So peace, conceived of here, is brother and sister playing together—not fighting 
over the Christmas gifts, jealous that “she got this and I didn’t.”   

b. It’s husband and wife—for all their differences, in spite of all their past conflicts—
still coming together in warm and loving embrace.   
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D. That’s the social/relational dimension, and some of us might try to locate the idea of peace there.  It 
wouldn’t be wrong, but again, it just wouldn’t be complete. 

 
Dimension #3: Natural/Physical 
A. And then, of course, there’s what I’d call the natural/physical dimension.   
 

1. So we might think of peace as a vacation on the beach somewhere, where all of life around 
us is just as it should be—you’ve got your feet in the sand and a Corona in your hand, as the 
advertisers would have us imagine it.   

 
2. You know, I’ve got that type A, OCD thing—where peace in this natural/physical sense for 

me might mean getting everything around me finally in its place.  I can’t have peace until 
stuff is put away and everything’s clean and ordered.  And then, “Ahhh, I can rest.”  And, I’ve 
got little kids, so it stays that way for approximately, oh I don’t know, five seconds!   

 
3. Part of this too would be looking at natural disasters and sickness and death—seeing the 

brokenness of this world and the breaking down of our bodes—and we think peace would 
be when we can fix it, when things are brought back to health. 

 
a. How can you have peace when you have a tumor growing inside your body or when 

there’s drought and fire and earthquake and hurricane and whatever else going on 
around us out there? 

 
B. That’s the natural/physical dimension, and some of us might try to locate the idea of peace there.  It 

wouldn’t be wrong, but again, it just wouldn’t be complete. 
 

In the Bible 
A. In the Bible the word for “peace” in the Greek of the New Testament is eirēnē; and in the Hebrew of 

the Old Testament it’s a word you may well know: shalom.   
 

1. What we find when we come to consider these words, shalom in particular, is that the 
biblical notion of peace is vastly more comprehensive and magnificent then we typically 
think of it.   

 
a. As I said, we might locate our sense of it to one dimension or another, or perhaps 

some combination of them, but we inevitably fall short of the majestic sweep this 
word is given in the Scriptures.  It encompasses everything! 

 
B. Scholars have said that the word shalom is notoriously hard to define because it’s used in such a 

wide variety of instances and it, therefore, seems to also have this incredibly wide range of meaning.   
 

1. It can refer to prosperity and success;  
2. it can refer to one’s welfare and an overall state of health;  
3. it can refer to deliverance and salvation;  
4. it can refer to restitution and restoration;  
5. it can refer to reconciliation in relationships;  
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6. and the list just goes on.   
 

7. This is why most, when really pressed to give a simple definition of it, they say that shalom 
simply refers to a state of wholeness, completeness, intactness, or even perfection.   

 
a. In other words: shalom is the world and everything in it as it should be.   

 
C. Here is why I kept saying that the aforementioned answers we’re prone to give are not wrong in and 

of themselves—they’re just not complete or big enough to capture the biblical idea.   
 

1. This peace that the Bible speaks of is not just a warm, fuzzy feeling or a friendly embrace, or 
a spot on the beach, or something like this.  No, it goes far beyond this! 

2. Shalom is the realization of the deepest longing of every human heart for a better world, for 
a world as it should be—complete, whole, perfect . . . in every dimension! 

 
D. This is why, by the way, the word “shalom” finds its way into the standard greeting of the Hebrew 

people—to my knowledge, even still to this day.   
 

1. The word on its own is used for both hello and goodbye.   
2. Sometimes, though, it’s also phrased: “shalom aleichem” = “Peace be upon you.”  To which 

the other person is expected to respond: “aleichem shalom” = “Upon you be peace.”   
 

a. Isn’t that so much better than “hi,” “hey,” “yo,” “what’s up,” “howdy,” or whatever 
else we say here in America?!   

 
i. “Shalom.”  “May God’s full-bodied, multi-layered, all-comprehending peace 

be upon you.”  Now that’s a greeting! 
 

(2)  Where Do We Find It? 
 

Misguided Approaches 
A. So here we come to the question we all should be asking at this point: If this peace is the deepest 

longing of every human heart—not just of the Jews or of the Christians, but of everyone 
everywhere—where do we find it?  How do we get it?   

 
1. Just speaking it to one another in our greetings doesn’t manifest it or make it a reality.  If we 

all want it, again, where do we find it? 
 
B. Well, as we make our way to the answer, allow me to show you some of the typical approaches we 

may take in our attempts at finding peace. 
 

1. Our pursuit of it here largely follows right in line with our understanding of it back from the 
first question.  So it should come as no surprise, then, that we tend to try to find it wherever 
it was we first thought to locate it.   

 
Approach #1: Emotional/Psychological 
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A. So if we think of peace as something primarily in the emotional/psychological dimension, well, we 
may pursue this peace through things like therapists, or counselors, or meditation, or mantras, or 
even psychiatric medication of some sort.   

 
1. We just want to feel better, you know.  We want the anxiety to go away.  So we talk through 

our past trauma, we fill prescriptions—we do what we need to to get our mind off of things.   
 

a. These are things, again, that in their place are not necessarily wrong at all, but they 
won’t get us to peace—at least not the peace of the Bible; not the peace that God 
would have for us; not the peace that, deep down, we’re longing for. 

 
Approach #2: Social/Relational 
A. But now, carrying on, if we think of peace as something primarily in the social/relational dimension, 

then we will likely be pursuing it by trying to get our interpersonal matters in order.   
 

1. Sometimes this may look like trying our hardest to reconcile with others. 
2. But you know, what I’ve found, without Christ at least, what it often means is we effectively 

cut ourselves off from those who hurt us or have wounded us, who drain us and rob us of 
peace.  And instead we try to find those people that can “fill our cup” and bring more health 
and peace into our life.   

 
a. And, you know, it never really works out, does it?   

 
B. A lot of times when we’re pursuing peace in this relational dimension, we’re looking for that 

significant other in particular.   
 

1. We’re lonely and we think: “Ah, if I could just find that person who really gets me, loves me, 
fills me, then I’d be good.”  You want to start dating.  Then you want to get married.  Then, 
you think, you’ll find peace. 

 
C. I used to be a college pastor back in the college town of San Luis Obispo, and I remember constantly 

butting up against this idea with my students: “Sure I like the idea of a relationship with God, but if I 
could just get a relationship with that girl or guy, then my life would be as it should be.  At least 
that’s what Coldplay told me or Taylor Swift told me or BTS told me or whatever.” 

 
1. Well, listen to what Tim Keller would tell you (and spoiler alert: his opinion is much more 

aligned with the Scriptures than BTS).  He writes: “Marriage is the Mack truck driving 
through your life, revealing your flaws and humbling your reactions.” 

 
a. To be honest, I don’t actually know what a Mack truck even is, but I think I still get 

his point.  My understanding, at least, is that a Mack truck is a huge, heavy-duty 
semi-truck.   

 
i. So the idea, I think, is that this thing called “marriage” comes crashing into 

your life, making a mess of stuff, but helping you grow and get better and 
blessing you, ironically, at the same time. 
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D. And don’t you see how that vision of this most intimate relationship runs opposite the cultural 
zeitgeist of our day?   

 
1. “If you don’t fill me up, I get rid of you.  If you mess up my life, I get rid of you.  If you bring 

me stress instead of peace, I get rid of you.” 
 
E. But that’s not the biblical understanding of it . . . at all!  Take what Paul says of marriage in Eph. 5:25 

for example: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her . . . 
.” 

 
1. We hear this text read at almost every wedding we attend, but do we have any idea what 

this means?  Do you hear what he’s saying?   
 

a. He’s saying: “Dudes, if you want to know what marriage to your ladies should look 
like . . . walk up Calvary’s hill and watch the Son of God—beaten, bruised, crying out 
to his Father, gasping for air, and dying . . . in pain and in love for his bride—so he 
can wash her, cleanse her, bless her.  Don’t sanitize that.  Don’t censor that.  There’s 
blood there.  There’s anguish there.  That’s what marriage is.”   
 

b. You say: “I thought she was supposed to serve me.  I thought she was supposed to 
bring me food when I ring my little bell.  I thought she was supposed to give me sex 
when I’m in the mood.  I thought she was supposed to be my bff who is with me in 
the ups and downs and supports me on my hard days, rubs my feet or whatever.  I 
thought she was supposed to bring me peace.  I didn’t know I had to die.  I don’t like 
that.” 

 
i. So a lot of people bail out on their marriage when they butt up against the 

cross they’re called to carry, when they get hit by the Mack truck.  They 
move on to another and another and another.   

 
(1) But don’t you see?  Peace isn’t found there.  No person, no human 

relationship, can ultimately provide that for you.  It’s not wrong to 
want to be married.  But it’s not going to give you shalom. 

 
Approach #3: Natural/Physical 
A. But, then, we come to that last dimension and we know there are folks who think that peace is 

primarily located in the natural/physical.  And if that’s the case you’re going to try to find it by 
tackling those sorts of issues.   

 
1. Like me trying to get my house in order, then I can have peace.  
2.  Some of us, it’s: “If I can get my finances in order, then I can have peace.” 
3. If I can purchase the right stuff, the right toys, the right furniture, the right house, the right 

whatever, then I can have peace.   
 

a. I saw a tweet on Black Friday and I thought it was insightful, if not totally indicting.  
It went like this:  “On Thanksgiving we give thanks for all the things we have.  And 
the next day, we trample each other trying to get more.”   
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i. Why do we want more?  Because it’s going to do something for me if I get it, 

at least I think it will. 
 
B. Another way we try to go about fixing the broken world around us to get peace is with technology.   

 
1. We put a lot of stock in this, don’t we?  We live in the tech mecca of the world.  It’s all 

around us.   
 

a. If you’re uncomfortable, if you’re not at peace, there’s an app for that, or at least 
there’s one in development.   

b. If you’re dealing with some medical issue, we’ve got some science and tech that’s 
going to fix that for you.  Don’t worry. 

 
C. It was interesting, I was reading in a book by Eugene Peterson the other day entitled Working the 

Angles.  And in it he references the old Greek myth of Prometheus.  And I love this.   
  

1. He says the Greeks were brilliant at identifying the problems in the world around us, and 
they tried to makes sense of things by telling these stories.   

 
a. So Prometheus is this myth where we’re told human beings at one point had full 

awareness of their day of death and their mortality.   
b. And because of that they lived with a sense of gloom and despondence and almost a 

paralysis.   
c. So Prometheus, moved with compassion for us humans, broke rank with Zeus and 

the other gods, and tried to help.   
d. And he gave us three co-called “gifts” . . . 

 
i. The first was that he took away from us the knowledge of the day of our 

death, and with that we lost the sense of our limits.  We no longer dwelt too 
much on our mortality and even thought, however foolishly, maybe we 
could press beyond it.   

ii. And that was really the second gift called “blind hopes”—meaning, we had a 
blind ambition and expectation that we could be more than we really could, 
even like a god.   

iii. And then, here’s the interesting thing, the third and final gift was he stole 
fire from the gods and gave it to us.  “With this gift,” Peterson says, “people 
were able to cook food, make weapons, fire pottery.  The entire world of 
technology opened up” (28). 

 
D. And here's how he goes on to tie all this together: “By this act, Prometheus set us on the way we 

have continued: unmindful of limits, setting goals unrelated to the actual conditions of our 
humanity, and possessing the technical means to change the conditions under which we live.  We 
don’t have to put up with things as they are.  Things can be better; we have the means to 
accomplish whatever we want to do.  Fire provided the energy that became technology—the 
machine.  Consequently, we humans don’t know that we are human; rather, we think we are gods 
and act like gods.  The awareness of our mortality is lost to us.  A sensitivity to the results of our 
actions is lost to us.  That would not be so bad if we did not have fire, the technical means to act out 
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our illusions of divinity.  As it is we have the technology of the gods without the wisdom of the gods, 
without the foresight of the gods” (28).   

 
E. Well, as a result, as we might expect, Zeus is furious and he chains Prometheus to a rock, exposing 

him to the scorching sun of day and the bitter cold moon of night.  And the vultures gather to eat at 
his liver which grows back again and again and again.   

 
1. So Peterson concludes: “The story is tragic.  The bringing of fire, enlightenment, and 

technology to humankind makes it possible for us to live civilized lives; at the same time it is 
the source of suffering.  The very act that makes it possible for us to rise above our brutish 
lives is the cause of unimaginable suffering of a new order. . . . Progress in technology is 
inevitably connected with an increase in anxious suffering” (29).   

 
a. His punishment becomes a picture of what happens in our own pursuit of these 

things.  We think we are going somewhere and yet we go nowhere.  We end back 
up in the same broken place, even for all our advancements.  It really sums up the 
history of humanity, does it not?   

 
i. We don’t create more peace.  We just create new problems.   

 
F. Now, of course, neither Peterson nor myself mean to imply that this myth is somehow true in an 

historical sense.   
 

1. The Greeks may point to Prometheus as a way of making sense of the fallen condition of 
man. 

2. We might point to Rom. 1, which is strikingly similar in many ways.   
 

a. But here’s what I want you to note: Though the Greeks could identify this major 
problem with the human condition, and though they tried creatively to imagine how 
this problem came to be, they had not the slightest idea what the solution might be.  
They don’t even put forward one. 

 

Jesus the Christ 
A. Oh but God does!  God does!  And that’s what Christmas is all about . . . 
 

1. “ 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 
end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD 
of hosts will do this” (Isa. 9:2-7).   
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B. God puts forward here one whom he calls the “Prince of Peace” (v. 6).  And “[o]f the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end . . . .”  He’s the promised Son of David and the only 
beloved Son of God.  He’s Immanuel, God with us.  He’s Jesus the Christ. 

 
1. That’s why when Zechariah is contemplating this child’s coming birth, he says of him in Luke 

1:78-79: “ 78 the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

2. That’s why, on the night of Jesus’ birth, the angels are heard by those shepherds, rejoicing in 
the skies above: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). 

3. That’s why Simeon, when he first takes the child up in his arms, says: “Lord, now you are 
letting your servant depart in peace . . .” (Luke 2:29). 

 
C. The peace this Prince of Peace is bringing, it’s complete, it’s whole, it’s touching every dimension 

we’ve been looking at to this point.  Did you notice it there in Isa. 9?   
 

1. In the natural/physical—where there was darkness and death, now there’s light and life. 
2. Then in the emotional/psychological—where there was anxiety, anguish, and sorrow, now 

there’s joy. 
3. In the social/relational—where was strife, oppression, violence, and war, now there’s 

cooperation and harmony.   
 

a. That’s what it means there in v. 5 when he talks about “every boot of the tramping 
warrior” and “every garment rolled in blood” being tossed into the fire.  We’re 
doing away with that.  There’s no need for this anymore.   

 
i. This is what the prophet to earlier in Isa. 2:4 when he speaks of the nations  

“ . . . beat[ing] their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” 

 

How?! 
A. But the question that now presses itself upon us in all of this is: How?  How is the Prince of Peace 

going to deliver on all of this?  How is this even possible? 
 

B. Well, the clue comes there in v. 6 where Isaiah speaks of this child as having been “given”: “to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given . . . .”  This Son will, in some way, be given to us, or dare I say, given 
for us.   

 
1. I thought immediately of John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”   
 

a. Here is the only Christmas gift that actually matters.  Who cares if you get your toy, 
or your trinket, or your sweater, or whatever.  God gave you his Son!  So that you 
could have life . . . and peace. 
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C. You see, we don’t understand what our biggest problem really is in all this.  We think we don’t have 
peace because there’s this darkness, or our relationships are hard, or whatever.   

 
1. But when we read around the context of Isa. 9, we come to find out: we’re in the dark 

because of our sin.   
 

a. We’re not just helpless victims here and God has to come rescue us from the evil 
out there.   

b. We’re the problem.  We’re the evil.  We’re in the dark because we chose it.   
 

i. Back in Isa. 2:5, the prophet cries out: “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD.”   

ii. And we say: “No.  I don’t want to.”  Read the chapters leading up to Isa. 9 
and that’s what you see.   

 
(1) Here’s the thing: we think we’re going to get peace or shalom by 

doing an end run around God and getting the things we want when 
we want them, without him . . . 

(2) . . . but true peace only comes through God, by being in close, 
intimate relationship with him.   

 
D. He’s the fountainhead of shalom.  It all flows out from him.   

 
1. Everything else is just downstream.  And if you’re trying to fix the issue with the water 

downstream but you never take care of the source, the problems are just going to keep 
coming.   

 
a. So tinker with your relationships, tinker with your pills, tinker with your technology 

and apps . . . if you don’t get back to God, you won’t have peace.  Period.   
 

i. Of course, stuff in your life doesn’t fit together—it’s not complete, it’s not 
whole, there’s no shalom.  You don’t have the God who is over it all and 
keeps it all and gives meaning to it all. 

 
E. So how do we get back to him?  Well, because of his holiness and justice and because of our sin, we 

can’t . . . without a sacrifice. 
 

1. Early in biblical history, after the fall of Adam and Eve, when God, unwilling to give up on 
humanity, is still pursuing us, he talks to them about what he calls a peace offering.   

 
a. And it’s where some innocent animal would be offered, in place of the sinner, really.  

And, in light of that, God and man could fellowship again.  And interestingly, the 
offering would become the meal.  It’s a picture of sharing the table with God, and it 
can only happen because of the sacrificial death of another.  Something has to die, if 
I’m have to peace with God.  It’s costly. 

 
2. This establishes the principle that is later fulfilled in the person of Jesus.   
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a. He becomes the sacrifice that restores our fellowship.  He’s the peace offering.  
Because he lays down his life, we can come back to the table and feast with God.  
That’s what the Lord’s Supper pictures.  That’s what the cross accomplishes.   

 
F. Here is where we start to connect the dots from Christmas to Easter, from Bethlehem to Calvary, 

from the manger to the cross.   
 

1. So as he’s coming into Jerusalem, he pauses to weep over the city: “Would that you, even 
you, had known on this day the things that make for peace!” (Luke 19:42). 

 
2. You see, in the book of Isaiah, the Prince of Peace from ch. 9 is also the Man of Sorrows 

from ch. 53.  How is he going to bring peace to us?  By laying his life down for us.   
 

a. “ 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:3–6). 

 
G. You know what’s happening at the cross, right?  It’s the complete undoing of shalom for Jesus.  It’s 

everything you and I deserve being dished out to him.  In every dimension, it’s just falling apart.  
He’s taking the full weight of God’s curse against our sin.   

 
1. So in the emotional/psychological dimension—he’s screaming, he’s crying out, he’s in 

anguish.  And in the days prior, you remember he’s so worked up about this in Gethsemane, 
even blood is oozing from his pores. 

2. In the social/relational dimension—everyone’s turned on him.  Jew, Gentile, it doesn’t 
matter.  The whole world has gathered against him. 

3. In the natural/physical dimension—the sun goes black, the earth shakes, he’s wearing a 
crown of thorns, the very emblem of the curse is pressed into his temples, and he’s put to 
death, his body gives way under the weight of God’s wrath. 

 
4. And that’s really the last piece.  He was cut off from the fountainhead.  “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46). 
 

a. Why?  Again: “[U]pon him was the chastisement that brought us peace . . . (v. 5). 
b. Or as Paul puts it in Col. 1:20: He has “[made] peace by the blood of his cross.” 

 
H. That’s why after he’s risen up on the third day, that evening, when he goes and finds his disciples, 

cowering behind a locked door for fear of the Jews, do you want to know the first thing he says to 
them: “Peace to you!” (Luke 24:36).   

 
1. I don’t think it’s so much a greeting as much as it is a declaration!   

 
a. Because of what he accomplished on that cross, we can have peace with God!   
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b. And if we have peace with God, it’s only a matter of time before shalom starts 
flowing into every other dimension of our lives. 

 
I. You know John in the book of Revelation catches a vision of the new heavens and new earth that 

Jesus is preparing.  And he relays it to us in Rev. 22:1-5: “ 1 Then the angel showed me the river of 
the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the 
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds 
of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No 
longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And 
night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever.” 

 
1. It's a world of shalom and it’s all pictured as flowing out from throne of God and of the 

Lamb. 
 
J. So where do we find peace?  Jesus.  

 
1. Stop tinkering around downstream in all these other dimensions and come back to God 

through him.   
2. Receive the gift of Christmas, the gift of God’s Son offered up for you.  Feast on his grace.  

Take a drink from that stream.   
 

a. You realize that’s how the book of Revelation ends, right?  That’s how the whole 
Bible ends:  “[L]et the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the 
water of life without price” (Rev. 22:17).  He’s paid for it.  You don’t have to.  It’s 
available free of charge to you now, in the Spirit.  Come . . . drink! 

 

(3)  How Does It Change Us? 
 
A. And when you do, it’s going to change you?  Not only will you experience more of his peace.  You 

become an agent of it.  When you drink from this fountain, you get caught up in its current, so to 
speak.   

 
B. You start to preach peace, and you start to make peace.   

 
1. You tell others about Jesus and lead them to the manger and the cross where they too can 

find shalom.   
2. But you don’t just talk about it.  You model it.  You live it out.  You make it.  “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matt. 5:9).   
 

a. That’s what a child of God does.  We make peace.  We break down barriers.  We 
don’t hold grudges.  We don’t build walls.  How could we.  We know the God who 
broke through everything to come rescue us.   

 
i. We talk about “Christmas spirit”—that’s the Christmas spirit.  “If possible, so 

far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18). 


