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Acts: Faith, Community, and Mission . . . 
Here, There, and Everywhere! 

 
 

Introduction 
 

The Text 
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. (Acts 1:1–2) 
 

A New Sermon Series! 
A. This morning we begin a new series now in the book of Acts.   

 
1. If you’ve been with us for a little bit, you likely know that we finished up the gospel of Luke 

on Easter of last year.   
2. And, since then, I took us through Habakkuk and have given a number of one-off sermons 

and things.   
 
B. And then when I was praying about what we would venture on into next, seeing as Acts is the 

companion volume to Luke’s gospel—that he wrote them both to go together—it seemed good to 
me to give it a go. 

 
C. Now, of course, there are some of you who remember just how long it took us to get through Luke’s 

24 chapters (hopefully you remember it with fondness and not a sense of dread or nausea).  And 
maybe you look now at Acts with its 28 chapters and you almost shudder.  Listen, do not fear!   

 
1. For one thing, God’s Word is always worthy of being attended to, for however long or short 

a time.  There’s always something for us in it. 
 

2. For another thing, Acts, while it has more chapters than Luke, it’s actually a little shorter—
though admittedly not by much.  Luke is the longest book in the NT.  Acts is the second 
longest.  So you’re welcome : ) 

 
3. But for yet another thing, Acts deals with a wonderfully diverse array of subjects.  We’ll be 

talking about evangelism and missions, spiritual gifts, church leadership, the church and 
culture, conflict resolution, suffering and the sovereignty of God, eschatology, and of course 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, among many, many other things.  So I don’t think you’re going to 
get bored here.  I don’t think we’re going to be going around in circles, saying the same 
thing again and again.   

 
4. And finally, Acts does neatly divide into two.  Acts 1-12 is largely focused on the ministry of 

the Apostle Peter in and around Judea.  And then Acts 13-28 follow the missionary journeys 
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of the Apostle Paul as he takes the gospel beyond Jerusalem, Samaria, and Judea to the 
ends of the earth.  I point this out because, if we get in and find we’d like a little break, to do 
something in the OT or elsewhere, well, we may hit pause there after ch. 12 and do such a 
thing.  But I’m not sure.  We’ll try to let God lead us in this. 

 
a. But, bottom line: I want to take us through Acts because I think there’s a lot here 

that God will want to use to shape us and reform us and develop us as followers of 
Jesus and as a church.   

 
All That Jesus Continued to Do and Teach . . . in and through the Church! 
A. I said that the book of Acts is meant to be read alongside and dovetail into the gospel of Luke.  It’s 

Luke’s companion volume, as it were, to his first work in the gospel. 
 

1. This becomes plain in the very first verses of the book, the only two verses I had us read this 
morning, where, if you noticed: 

 
a. He calls the gospel his “first book”—clearly implying that this is now his second. 
b. And, furthermore, he dedicates this now second work to the very same individual he 

dedicated the first to: a man by the name of “Theophilus” (cf. Luke 1:3)—a man who 
was likely Luke’s patron in one way or another.  He may have financially foot the bill 
for this rigorous and magnificent project.   

c. And, of course, he signals in these opening verses as well that there is, in one sense, 
also continuity in content between the two books.  That’s what he’s implying there 
when he says in v. 1: “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach . . .”   

 
i. The clear inference here is that, while in his gospel Luke dealt with all that 

Jesus began to do and teach, in this now second volume, the book of Acts, 
he is going to deal with all that Jesus has continued to do and teach—only 
now by way of his Holy Spirit in and through the church.   

 
B. And, you see, this starts to get at why I feel this book is so important for us today.  It shows us, as 

Christians, as disciples of Jesus, as the church, who we are—where we’ve come from, what we’re 
supposed to be about, where we’re supposed to be headed.   

 
1. As scholars D.A. Carson and Douglas Moo put it: “[P]erhaps Luke’s most fundamental 

purpose in the Book of Acts is to help Christians answer the question ‘Who are we?’” (325). 
 

a. It’s one thing to read the gospel and see what Jesus accomplished for us in his 
earthly ministry.   

b. And it’s quite another thing to read the book of Acts and see what Jesus intends to 
accomplish in and through us.   

 
C. This is who Jesus has saved us to be.  This is what Jesus is renewing us to be!  The book of Acts is the 

gospel gaining traction in the hearts and lives of a people.   
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1. In his first book, Luke gathers up the raw material of the gospel—he gathers the wood and 
sticks and stacks it all together, if you will.   

2. And then here in this second book, with the spark of the Holy Spirit, it's as if he just lights 
the whole thing on fire. 

 
a. This is why one author writes: “Acts is the story of the Spirit of God raging like an 

out-of-control forest fire in a people who have been consumed with what consumes 
him.” 

 

Greatly Encouraged and Deeply Challenged 
A. What this means, then, is that, as we make our way through this book, we will be greatly 

encouraged, no doubt, but we will also be deeply challenged.  There’s no escaping it.   
 

1. Because we read about these early disciples, as we see what God has redeemed us to be in 
Jesus, we’re going to inevitably see some things in ourselves that just don’t match up.   

 
a. And I’ll tell you what we’re not going to do (God help us!): we’re not going to make 

excuses; we’re not going to rationalize it away; we’re not going to justify our 
laziness or our worldliness or our apathy.   

b. Where we need to, we’re going to repent, we’re going to cry out for Jesus’ help, 
we’re going to grow. 

 
B. You know, inflation and the state of the economy is making everyone cinch the belt a bit right?  

We’re all looking at our finances and our budgets and trying to cut out the fat, you know.  Even 
businesses are having to do this.   

 
1. Just this last week, I had two examples of it.  In the first, I was calling up Pizza My Heart to 

get slices for family, we do that when we have family movie nights, and I’ll often get what 
they call the slice of the day, but the guy tells me on the phone they had to stop doing that.  
They’re consolidating resources and things, they were wasting too much, they can’t off what 
they used to.   

2. And then the next day, I’m with Levi at the mall, I had to return some things, and I go to get 
us a couple of pretzels from Wetzel’s Pretzels and the dude tells me they no longer have 
pretzels ready for grab and go customers.  Because they were wasting too much product.  
It’s made to order only now and it’s going to be 15-20 minutes.  And I was a bit surprised, 
and I just asked: “So do you people still buy these things then?  Who’s going to wait 20 
minutes for a pretzel?!”  Luckily, we had some other errands to run, so we could put our 
order in and come back.   

 
a. But you see, the circumstances these days, the economic climate, has everyone 

evaluating where’s the fat we can trim?  What needs to go?  What has to change?   
 
C. And I bring this up because, in some ways, this is the effect reading the book of Acts should have on 

us.  As we read and see: this is who God is calling me to be, this is what it means to be a “Christian” 
(Acts 11:26)—we’re going to see a lot of fat that’s accumulated in our spiritual lives.  We’re going to 
notice where our priorities are just misaligned from theirs.   
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1. And we’re going to wonder: Am I real thing?  Am I running hard?  Am I like this?  Am I a 
disciple?  Because here’s the portrait of what a disciple is like.  Here’s the footage of actual 
disciples living this out.  Where am I?  And some things are going to have to change.   

 
D. And, of course, the analogy breaks down because not having a slice of the day, not having hot 

pretzels ready to go, this isn’t good, this isn’t what the company would want.  They’re just trying 
their best to survive and get through this.   

 
1. But, listen, when we trim the fat off our spiritual lives, when we let the Spirit of Christ have 

his way with us come what may . . . it’s only good, it’s always blessing.  God always have 
more for us than we even realize.   

 
a. We hold back because we don’t trust him.  But if we would just let go—“Take it all, 

make me who you want me to be, you sit in the captain’s chair, I’m done trying to 
direct my life!”—it would be beautiful.  He’d make something amazing of us.  And 
we’d tap into his joy and life in a way we maybe haven’t to this point, or at least in a 
long time. 

 
i. I just read in the Psalms yesterday, God is calling for his wayward people to 

return to him, and here’s what he says: “Oh, that my people would listen to 
me, that Israel would walk in my ways!” (Ps. 81:13).   

ii. And he goes on to discuss what would be the result of such obedience: 
“[Then I] . . . would feed you with the finest of the wheat, and with honey 
from the rock I would satisfy you” (v. 16).   

 
(1) He doesn’t call you to give up your slice of the day or your hot 

pretzel so you’d just go hungry.   
(2) He calls you to give that up so he can give you something better, 

something more! 
 

An Aerial View 
A. But now what I want to do this morning is quite a bit different than what we’ll do in subsequent 

weeks.   
 

1. Most of you know, when it comes to preaching, I’m a verse-by-verse guy.  I like getting in 
the trees, as it were, and getting dirty in the words and grammar.   

2. But there certainly is value to flying up over the trees momentarily to get a view of the 
larger landscape, especially when we’re first starting out on a journey.  

 
B. I remember when I spent a summer in Colorado just backpacking through the Rocky Mountains with 

my good bro, one of the things we’d do before any trip was get our topo maps out and get that 
birds-eye view of things, make sure we knew our path through the trees and all that.  Because we 
were in the backcountry blazing our own trails.   

 
1. If we didn’t have a sense of the topography and how that would work out with our 

compasses and all that, when we got in the trees, we’d be lost.   
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a. You need that aerial view at first, if you’re going to enjoy the journey down in the 
dirt and through the woods.  So that’s what we’re going to do . . . 

 
C. And for this all I’m going to do is unpack the title I’ve given to this sermon series, because there I 

really just try to sum up what, I think at least, this book as a whole is all about. 
 

1. The title I gave this series is: “Acts: Faith, Community, and Mission . . . Here, There, and 
Everywhere!”   

 
a. We’ll break it into two parts now and consider each part on its own for a bit (the 

first will take the great majority of our time, but we’ll end by briefly considering the 
second as well). 

 

(1)  Faith, Community, and Mission . . . 
 
A. If you’ve been around Mercy Hill for a bit, hopefully you already recognize these three key words 

here.  They are what we refer to as our three core values.   
 

1. And, of course, we’ve identified these three as our core values because we believe this is 
what God says the church should be concerned with above all else.   

 
a. And one of the places we’ve turned to in Scripture to develop and support such an 

idea is the book of Acts.   
 

i. So it should come as no surprise then that when I’m trying to sum up the big 
picture of this book, which itself is about the church and who we should be, 
these three things come immediately to the surface: Faith, Community, and 
Mission. 

 
B. Now, what I want to do here for a bit is quickly define these for us and then I want to give some 

examples where we see this playing out in the book of Acts. 
 

Defining Terms 
A. So far as definitions go, I have to be real quick . . . 
 
Value #1: Faith 
A. When we talk about Faith it’s essentially just shorthand for our relationship with God.   

 
B. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and, by nature we don’t want anything to do 

with him.  We want him off our backs.  And so we deserve, not his love and affection, but his wrath.   
 

C. But Jesus takes that on himself at Calvary and now we recognize that we get right with God again by 
repenting of our sin and placing our faith in the gospel.  And we come to trust him and abide in him 
more and more in deeper and deeper ways.   

 
D. So Faith is the movement upwards towards God.   
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1. This is why as a church we give so much space and time to the reading and preaching and 

studying of the Word of God, because as Paul says elsewhere: “[F]aith comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). 

 
Value #2: Community 
A. When we talk about Community it’s essentially just shorthand for our relationship with one another 

in the church.   
 

B. We realize that when we break off from God in our sin, we also inevitable end up breaking off from 
one another.   

 
1. So Adam and Eve, when they join up together to disobey and rebel against God’s decree, 

they don’t go off from there great partners in crime, even more united than before.   
 

a. Oh no!  They may have thought that is how it would go.  But the result is the exact 
opposite.  When they turn on God, it’s only a matter of moments before they turn 
on one another as well.   

 
i. So when God comes and asks Adam to give an account for what’s 

happened, he doesn’t even hesitate, “The woman you gave me made me do 
it” (cf. Gen. 3:12).  She’s the problem!  And we’ve been at odds with one 
another ever since.   

 
(1) Anyone in here, struggling in their relationships?  I know you are.   

 
C. Well, God in Christ, has come to bring reconciliation.  And the church is the place where that’s 

supposed to be worked out in deeper and deeper ways.   
 
D. So Community is the movement inwards towards other people in the church.   

 
1. This is why we make such a priority of gathering together on Sundays and it’s why we 

encourage you to meet in Home Groups throughout the week.  Jesus doesn’t just bring us 
back into relationship with God, he brings us back into relationship with one another. 

 
Value #3: Mission 
A. And, of course, when we talk about Mission it’s essentially just shorthand for the greater purpose 

from God that we are to lean into in this place that he has put us.   
 

B. We’re not here just for ourselves.   
 

1. Again, that’s what falls apart in Eden.  We leave God and his greater purpose of living for his 
glory and others’ good in the world and we make it about our glory and our good.  And 
everything just falls flat.   
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C. You know, we were talking in my Home Group last week and one of the members mentioned that 
her parents actually came to faith late in life, after they’d retired and things.  And the reason was 
very interesting.   

 
1. It’s because they’d been living their whole life to get to that place of retirement where they 

could do whatever they wanted.  They’re finally free!   
2. They got there, and for the first year or so it was fun, but then they found themselves 

saying: “Really?  This is it?  This is what we’ve been living for?  Vacations and golf or 
whatever?  Are you serious?”   

3. And they got really depressed.  Which I guess is quite common among retirees.  Because you 
live for yourself and your comforts and pleasures and you finally get some of that and it 
doesn’t fill you up, why?   

4. Because you were made for more.  Because God made you to be on his mission, something 
so much greater. 

 
D. And Jesus restores us to that, he calls us into that, to go out and whatever we’re doing it, we’re 

doing it for his glory and the good of others and for the ultimate advance of the gospel and the 
kingdom (not of Nick) but of God!  

 
E. So Mission is the movement outwards towards the city and world that doesn’t know Christ.   
 

1. This is why we put such emphasis here on evangelism and outreach and serving our city.  It’s 
not just about us.  God blesses us to be a blessing to others.  His grace is not meant to stop 
with us but to flow through us. 

 
Lost in Adam, Restored in Jesus 
A. So this relationship with God, this relationship with other people, this greater sense of purpose in 

the place which God has put us—that’s all that was lost by way of sin in Adam. 
 

1. But this is all that, by way of Jesus, the second Adam as he’s called, is being restored.  This is 
what the cross accomplishes for us.   

 
B. And that’s why this is what we see as we look at this new thing he’s doing with the church in the 

book of Acts. 
 

1. We see Faith.  We see Community.  We see Mission.   
 

Giving Examples 
A. Let me give you just a few examples of this now (though honestly it’s shot through the whole book!) 

. . .  
 
Example #1: The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-41) 
A. At this point, Jesus has appeared to his disciples, he’s spoken with them, ministered to them, and 

he’s ascended to the Father.   
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1. And one of the things he told them is: “Don’t go rush off into ministry and all that just yet.  
Wait for the Holy Spirit which I will pour out soon.”  And so that’s what they do.   

 
B. There’s Faith here, we could say.  They are hanging on Jesus’ words.  Their hope is in the promise of 

the risen Lord.  Their fears have been assuaged.  They are not cowering behind locked doors as they 
were before the resurrection appearances of Jesus.  They’re waiting patiently, expectantly for him.  
They’re together in that upper room and praying it would seem (cf. Acts 1:14).   
 

a. They’re in relationship with God through Jesus.  They are trusting him, confident in 
him.  It’s Faith. 

 
C. So we read in Acts 2:1-11: “ 1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 

2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 

And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was 
hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.’” 

 
B. Now, what’s happening here?  Well, if I could just sum it up: Faith is giving way to Community.   

 
1. As the Spirit falls, he gives the disciples utterance in different languages.  They just start 

praising God in various tongues.   
 

a. But it’s not random, and it’s not unintelligible.   
b. They’re speaking in the various languages of the nations.  We know this, because 

various Jews who had been dispersed among the nations since the exile and things, 
could understand the disciples’ words.   

 
i. And the point of all of this is quite simple: God is bringing together a new 

people in Jesus composed of every tribe, tongue, and nation.  He’s forming a 
redeemed and renewed community around his Son. 

 
C. What about Mission you say?  Well, that’s where the story goes next.   

 
1. As the people begin to ask: “What is the meaning of all of this?” (cf. v. 12).   
2. And Peter then, filled with the Spirit, lifts his voice and addresses them, preaching to them 

the good news of Jesus Christ!   
3. They hear his preaching.  They’re cut to the heart.  And they ask him and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” (v. 37).   
4. “ 38 And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
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the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself’” (vv. 38-39).   
 

5. And we’re told in v. 41: “So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls.”   

 
a. You see, the gift of forgiveness and salvation, the Spirit, it wasn’t just for Peter, nor 

was it for this first little community of disciples . . . it was for any who would call on 
the name of the Lord.  And so many do! 

 
Example #2: The Budding Church (Acts 2:42-47) 
A. But then things just continue to ripple out from there.  Faith, Community, Mission.  It starts with the 

apostles and the first disciples.  And then it carries on into the three thousand and this budding New 
Testament church.   

 
B. So we go on to read in the very next verses, Acts 2:42-47a: “ 42 And they devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people.” 

 
C. You say that sounds like Faith and Community.  And how wonderful it must have been.  As it says, 

“they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship . . .” (v. 42).  But where is 
Mission?   

 
1. Well, if you noticed I pulled up short in v. 47 there.  If you want to see Mission, all you have 

to keep reading.  Luke goes on after describing their committed Faith and profound sense of 
Community and he adds this note: “And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved” (v. 47b).   

 
a. And here’s what’s so awesome about this: again, the three values go together.  

Because of their Faith and Community, they were effective in their Mission.   
 
D. This is what we have to realize: if, in our efforts to be a missional church, we cut ourselves from 

either Faith or Community, we shall not be truly missional at all, at least not in the sense God would 
have us be.   

 
E. It doesn’t take much to imagine a church that would cut themselves off from the apostle’s doctrine 

in order to “reach” people for Jesus.   
 
1. This is what many churches are doing, particularly in the mainline denominations, but we all 

feel the pinch.   
 

a. Proclaiming Jesus as the only way of salvation in a secular and pluralistic culture, 
this is not popular.  Declaring that all deserve God’s wrath for their sin and will most 
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certainly experience lest they turn, repent (do we dare use that word—it just 
sounds arrogant and grates against modern man’s ears?!) and trust in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection for the forgiveness of their sins.  We want to eschew such things, 
or at least keep them on the down low, on the backburner.  We’ll foreground his 
love, but his wrath, oh that’s not popular.   
 

b. And, of course, who wants to toe the line for the biblical sexual ethic these days?  
Prepare to be crucified yourself if you do.  Perhaps nothing in our day makes us feel 
the weight of Jesus’s call that we also “take up our cross and follow him” like saying 
God created human beings in his image, male and female he created them.  And 
marriage is intended to be between a man and woman.  You say that, the stones will 
start flying.  So in an effort to reach the culture, you think, maybe we should just go 
hush on that.  Maybe we should even change our position on it.  After all, I can’t be 
certain what God means, what the Hebrew or the Greek is saying.  Couldn’t we find 
a different way of spinning it—a way that’s more popular, more attractive to those 
we’re trying to reach? 

 
F. And so you let go of Faith in the name of Mission, but in so doing you no longer have Mission, you 

just have accommodation, capitulation.   
 

1. You’ve just created a different species of unbelief and ungodliness but you’re trying to 
smuggle it under the banner of Christianity.  It is not.  And you will not ultimately reach the 
culture for Jesus, you will reach them for yourself.   

 
a. Oh maybe you can get a bigger church doing such things, but what Jesus said of the 

scribes and Pharisees will be true also of you: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when 
he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves” 
(Matt. 23:15).   

 
i. It matters what we teach.  Faith and Mission go together. 

 
G. And, of course, one could also imagine the approach to Mission that sacrifices Community.   

 
1. We get so focused on the missional task that we no longer care about our brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  They’re what we put on the backburner.  After all, they’re already saved.  
They’ll be fine.  Who has time for church people when there’s work to be done?  In fact, I’m 
sick of all the church activities—the “fellowship of the saints”—we need to reach the 
unbelieving.   

 
H. And, no doubt, we do.  And, while certainly we can overplay the Community side of things, and get 

so into that that we neglect Mission, we must realize that Community is not opposed to Mission but 
a critical component of it.   

 
1. After all, when we are going out with the gospel, we are inviting people into a family—the 

family of God.  And if this family is as dysfunctional as everything else, what does that say 
about our Father?  Why would anyone want to come in?   
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a. Don’t you see?  While Mission can be distinguished from Community it cannot be 
separated from it.   

 
I. People outside saw what the church was like, the Community within, and they were drawn to be a 

part of it.  It’s restored, renewed humanity.  It’s starting to look like that for which we were created.   
 

1. Are we still a bunch of jacked up sinners?  Sure, but we have the Holy Spirit, and we have 
the gospel, and we’re being changed, we’re something new, we’re growing in grace, we’re 
different. 

 
J. So Faith, Community, and Mission.  They’re all a part of the same ecosystem.  If you remove one, 

you lose them all. 
 
Example #3: The Conversion of Saul (Acts 8-9) 
A. I’ll give you just one more example.  Look at what happens with Saul who is also called Paul, and 

who later becomes one of the more significant among the apostles.   
 
B. The dude at the beginning of all this is just ferocious.  Fangs out.  He can’t be stopped.  He’s full of 

smug self-righteousness.  He imagines he’s serving the Lord, when in fact he’s miles off the mark.  By 
his own admission he considered himself to be a “Hebrew of Hebrews,” a “Pharisee,” and 
“blameless” under the law (Phil. 3:5-6).   

 
1. And in his supposed “zeal” for God and his glory, he became a great persecutor of any who 

claimed to follow this wayward and even heretical movement spearheaded by the crucified 
man from Nazareth.   

 
a. Claiming a man could be God?  What kind of blasphemy is this?   

 
C. So he was hunting them down, capturing them, even killing them. 
 

1. That’s why in Acts 8 we see that Saul stands by approving of the execution of Stephen (v. 1).  
And later we’re told that he “was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he 
dragged off men and women and committed them to prison” (v. 3). 

 
2. As he later testifies before King Herod Agrippa: “ 9 I myself was convinced that I ought to do 

many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And I did so in Jerusalem. I not 
only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, 
but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished them often 
in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I 
persecuted them even to foreign cities” (Acts 26:9–11). 

 
D. But, of course, it was while he was in pursuit of some of these Christians in Damascus that Jesus, in 

an act of sovereign grace, intervenes and changes his course forever.   
 

1. Acts 9:1-3: “ 1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
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Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light 
from heaven shone around him.”  He’s struck blind, falls to his face, and hears the voice of 
Jesus. 

 
a. And Jesus leads him to Faith.  So he says later of his own righteousness and pedigree 

and all that: “ 7 [W]hatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith” (Phil. 3:7–9). 

 
i. Some of us have had that moment, right?  We think we’re awesome.  Jesus 

in love shows us we’re messed up and on the wrong team.  And then he 
leads us to himself.  And there’s nothing greater. 

 
E. But it’s not just Faith here, right?  The story doesn’t just stop with “Whew, okay, now me and Jesus 

are tight.”  No, it shifts now towards Community.   
 

1. Jesus, in a vision, calls this Christian disciple by the name of Ananias to go find Saul and lay 
his hands on him and pray that he might regain his sight.  And Ananias is like: “Jesus, are you 
crazy?  No!  That guy’s been ravaging the church.  I’ve heard about him.  If he needs his eyes 
fixed, why don’t you just do that yourself?  You don’t need me.”   
 

a. And, of course Jesus doesn’t need him.  But he’s getting at something incredibly 
important: it’s not just about Saul coming back to God, it’s also about Saul coming 
back to community in the church.   

 
F. So reluctantly, but willingly, Ananias goes.  And when he prays he watches as something like scales 

fall from his eyes and Paul is filled with the Holy Spirit just as they were at the first.   
 

1. There’s no denying: this persecutor, this murderer, he’s in the family.  He’s been saved not 
by his own works but by grace through faith just like you and I.   

 
a. So there’s forgiveness and reconciliation that happens now, not just vertically here 

between Paul and God, but horizontally between Paul and the people he once tried 
to destroy.   

 
i. And all this ends up actually encouraging the church.  As he says in Gal. 

1:23-24: “ 23 They . . . were hearing it said, ‘He who used to persecute us is 
now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.’ 24 And they glorified God 
because of me.”  The Community grew stronger because of this. 

 
G. You know, Levi, my son, he always saves his deep theological questions for bedtime, when I’m lying 

on the floor in his room.  And just this last week he asked: “Does God even love robbers?”  I don’t 
why he was thinking of that.  I think a robber is the epitome of evil in his mind.   
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1. And I said: “Yes, of course.”  And do you want to know where I pointed him to make the 
case for that?   

 
a. I pointed him to Paul.  Paul was a murderer of Christians and God loved even him 

and showed him mercy and brought him into his family and used him to do great 
things.  Of course he loves and could forgive a robber if he turns and calls on his 
name.  There’s no sin that our Savior can’t take care of.  And we glorified God 
because of Paul.   

 
H. It's like he says in 1 Tim. 1:15-17: “ 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”  It builds us up, right?  It 
encourages us.   

 
1. Have you ever felt like your sin was so filthy so foul God could never receive you, take you 

back, love you?   
 

a. Listen, one of the reasons Jesus saves Paul is so that he can give you and I objective 
proof of his love even for the worst of folks.  It’s his way of dispelling our doubts and 
rekindling the embers of our faith.  He loves you, even you. 

 
I. But there’s not just Faith and Community here, there’s also Mission, right?  You probably know the 

story.   
 

1. Why did Jesus save Paul?  To bring him to himself?  Sure.  To bring him into the church 
family?  Yes.  But it was also because he had a mission for him.   

 
a. As Paul recounts his conversion in Acts 26, he mentions what Jesus had told him: “ 16 

[R]ise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and 
to those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from 
the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me” (vv. 
16–18).   

 
i. “I’ve got a mission for you.  It’s not just about you.  It’s not just about the 

church.  It’s about the unbelieving all around the world.”  And that’s where 
Paul would go. 

 

What about You? 
A. And that leads to the second part of the sermon series title we’re looking at.  But before we turn to 

that, let me ask you: if Faith, Community, and Mission are what we’re going to see on almost every 
page of this book—we’re going to be challenged by it, we’re going to be growing into it—at the 
outset here, which one would you say you most need to grow in right now? 
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1. Maybe it’s Faith for you.   

 
a. Maybe you’re struggling with your personal relationship with Jesus.  Just too busy.  

Haven’t prioritized getting alone with God.   
b. Maybe you’re struggling with doubts.   
c. Maybe you’re straying into sin and you’ve been playing with fire.   
d. Maybe you’ve never even bent the knee to king Jesus.  Maybe you’ve been standing 

on the outside looking in, skeptical, but you feel him starting to nudge you, starting 
to call.   

 
2. Maybe it’s Community for you.   

 
a. You’re just living at arm’s length from God’s people.  Again, maybe you’re too busy 

for life on life with other saints.  And so you’re going alone.   
b. But maybe it’s not just busyness, maybe there’s bitterness for you.  People hurt you, 

people you don’t know how to forgive, people you don’t want to forgive.  You got a 
Saul in your life?  I don’t want to see that dude.  I don’t want to extend the “right 
hand of fellowship” (Gal. 2:9).  I want to give him a closed fist, you know. 

 
3. Maybe it’s Mission you’d highlight.   

 
a. You’ve been living for yourself.  You’re either too scared or too self-absorbed to 

speak of Jesus to others.   
 
B. Whatever it is, I’d encourage you: open your heart to Jesus right now.  Ask him to come and help, to 

have his way with you, ask him to use this book even to convict, instruct, and transform you.  He’ll 
do it! 

 

(2)  . . . Here, There, and Everywhere! 
 
A. In Acts 1:8, which we’ll obviously look at in more detail in coming weeks, Jesus essentially gives us 

what becomes really the thesis statement of the entire book.  He’s about to ascend to the Father, 
he’s talking to his disciples, giving them their last marching orders as it were, and he says this: “[Y]ou 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”   

 
1. You see it, don’t you?  He says: “You’re going to testify to the cross and my resurrection, 

you’re going to bring the gospel, you’re going to do this Faith, Community, and Mission 
thing, but you’re not just going to do it here in Jerusalem, you’re going to do it here, there, 
and everywhere!” 

 
B. When he moves from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to the ends of the earth, you can picture 

these concentric circles, each one getting broader and broader until at last everything under heaven 
is encompassed.   
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1. It’s as if, here in Jerusalem, at the cross, Jesus has dropped a bomb—a “holy Hiroshima”—
and the mushroom cloud of grace released from that initial blast will expand out and 
eventually cover the globe.   

 
a. That’s the idea.  And that’s the pattern that this book actually follows.  As we read, 

we watch as the gospel breaks through these various barriers one by one.  
 

i. First their witnessing around “Jerusalem” (Acts 1-7).   
ii. Then, because of persecution, they’re pushed beyond Jerusalem into “Judea 

and Samaria” (Acts 8-12). 
iii. And then with Paul, as he’s set on various missionary journeys, we cross 

even that last barrier and begin to move with the gospel towards the “end 
of the earth” (Acts 13-28).   

 
C. So the whole book is marked by this sense of urgency, this angst almost to get the gospel out.   

 
1. And, of course, then the question for us is: does that mark us?  Are we breaking through 

barriers with the gospel?  Are we taking it here, there, and everywhere?   
 
D. You know, we’re an Acts 29 church.  It’s just a church planting network with the same core 

theological and philosophical commitments.  But why Acts 29?   
 

1. Well, why don’t you open your Bibles up to Acts chapter 29 and we’ll find out.   
2. Oh, whoops, there is no ch. 29, it ends at ch. 28.  So what’s that?   

 
a. You get it right?  As the church of Jesus Christ, even here now, not in the 1st century 

A.D. but the 21st, we’re to be a continuation, a carrying on, of what’s happening 
here.  There’s still work to be done.   

 
i. The book of Acts ends with Paul in Rome, the center of the then-known 

world.  But, in a sense, the ends of the earth are still to be reached.  There 
are still unreached people in our city and unreached peoples around the 
world.   

 
E. So this book isn’t just some story of past missionary adventures, a memoir of sorts—fun to read but 

that’s about it.  No!   
 

1. It’s an invitation to join them in the mission, to join Jesus and the Spirit of God in the mission 
to reach people here, there, and everywhere with the good news of the gospel.   

 
a. Mercy Hill, let’s join them in this.  Let’s go! 


