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each shield. And he made 300 shields of beaten gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. And the king 
put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon. The king also made a great ivory throne and overlaid it with 
the finest gold. The throne had six steps, and the throne had a round top, and on each side of the seat were 
armrests and two lions standing beside the armrests, while twelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step 
on the six steps. The like of it was never made in any kingdom. All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, 
and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. None were of silver; silver was not 
considered as anything in the days of Solomon. For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with the fleet 
of Hiram. Once every three years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, 
and peacocks.

Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. And the whole earth sought 
the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind. Every one of them brought his 
present, articles of silver and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year.
And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen. He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen, whom he 
stationed in the chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem 
as stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah. And Solomon’s import of horses 
was from Egypt and Kue, and the king’s traders received them from Kue at a price. A chariot could be imported 
from Egypt for 600 shekels of silver and a horse for 150, and so through the king’s traders they were exported 
to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.

1 Kings 11:1-9 English Standard Version (ESV)
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of 
Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away 
your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 
concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart 
after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the 
Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David 
his father had done. Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 
abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. And so he did for all his foreign wives, who 
made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who 
had appeared to him twice

1 Timothy 6:6-10 English Standard Version (ESV)
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire 
to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.

Philippians 4:10-13 English Standard Version (ESV)
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me.

IMPLICATIONS:
1. God wants us to trust him to provide everything that we need.
2. We lose our way when we begin trying to replace God with worldly things.
3. Only through Christ are we able to do all things.
4. Do you believe that God has given you everything that you need to succeed? Or is God holding out on you?
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Jan 13 | High School City
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southeastcc.org/men
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Deuteronomy 17:14-20 English Standard Version (ESV)
When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then 
say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ you may indeed set a king over you 
whom the Lord your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You 
may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. Only he must not acquire many horses for himself 
or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You 
shall never return that way again.’ And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, 
nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.

And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, 
approved by the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that 
he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing 
them, that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the 
commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and 
his children, in Israel.

1 Kings 3:5-14 English Standard Version (ESV)
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 
And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O 
Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. 
I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to 
govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. I 
give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, 
all your days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father 
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

1 Kings 10:1-7 English Standard Version (ESV)
Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to 
test him with hard questions. She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices 
and very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her 
mind. And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not 
explain to her. And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had 
built, the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his 
cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the Lord, there was no more breath in her.
And she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your 
wisdom, but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was 
not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard.”

1 Kings 10:14-29 English Standard Version (ESV)
Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold, besides that which came 
from the explorers and from the business of the merchants, and from all the kings of the west and from the 
governors of the land. King Solomon made 200 large shields of beaten gold; 600 shekels of gold went into 


