
Let’s Go Group Studies 

Leader’s Notes 
 

1. We’re providing this material to you to remove some of the stress and frustration of 
developing a plan to lead a specific group study. It isn’t meant to replace your individual 
preparation to lead. Our hope is that you would use it as a guide to your engagement 
with the text and the Holy Spirit and allow Him to lead you as you help your study’s 
participants to have their own relevant encounter with scripture and the Holy Spirit. 

2. This plan isn’t meant to constrain you to lead in any specific way. Please do modify it 
to better meet the needs of your group and to honor your gifting and 

authentic style. For example, when and how you pray and share prayer needs should 
be in a rhythm that is good for your group as long as you are praying as a group. For 
another, who reads and how scripture is read should fit your group and its needs as 
long as it is read somehow. 

3. Be authentic. If you find yourself saying “They are asking” as in, ‘I didn’t write this 
question and I don’t really understand why it is being asked.’ Don’t ask it. Ask 
something else. It is okay not to understand everything. No one understands everything. 
If you don’t believe in what you’re saying, why should anyone else believe it? One way 
to turn this into a positive is to admit to the group that you are struggling with figuring 

out a particular bit and allow someone else to contribute their God-given wisdom. 

4. Some questions, especially earlier in the study, aren’t meant to be a mile deep or 

transformative. These questions are intended to prompt the participants to notice what 

is there. They give the participants a way to begin to care about the specific words on 

the page and to begin to discuss the relevance of the scripture to their needs. 

5. Portions of the plan in quotes are meant to be spoken out loud to the group as in, 
“Who’s buried in Grant’s Tomb?” You don’t have to repeat the question or statement 
exactly as it appears. Restate it in a way that feels comfortable and natural for you.  

6. Portions of the plan in italics are meant to be notes to you that you can use as prompts 
in aiding group discussion and aren’t intended to be read verbatim to the group. They 
may not be the definitive answer but should be a good possible answer. As part of your 

preparation, please add to and edit the notes to fit where you intend to lead the 
discussion. 

7. A Follow up question helps participants open up a little more and look a little deeper 
and is meant to be asked after there has been some discussion of the prior question. 

8. The last page is the participant handout. 

9. Please remember that our focus, purpose and practice is to Love God, Love Others 
and Make Disciples. 

  



Let’s Go- Childlike Faith 

1) Scripture: Mark 10:13-16; Isa 43:13; 1 Peter 5:8 

A. Parallel accounts- Matt 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17 

2) Objective: After studying the listed scripture and participating in the discussion, each 

person should be able to identify one practical way they can demonstrate this week 

that their faith in Christ and His kingdom is growing closer to that of a child’s. 

3) Resources: Book of Mark, Grassmick. The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Walvoord 

& Zuck. 

4) Preparation:  

A. Pray for guidance 

B. Review Leader’s Notes and read entire lesson plan 

5) Prayer requests & Open in prayer 

6) Intro: 

A. “Last time I asked you to list one idea you discovered in last week’s study that 

gives you hope for your own experience with divorce or for someone you care 

about. Would anyone be willing to share if you were able to do that and tell us 

how that hope encourages you?” If you closed last time’s study with a different 

question or application, substitute your closing for this one. 

B. This week’s passage is so much more emphatic than a scene where a tolerant 

mall-store Santa-Grandpa pats a child on the head and says kind things. Jesus 

lays His holy hands on some children and gives them His blessing. Before He 

does, He rebukes His disciples for trying to prevent those children from coming to 

Him. 

C. Once again, Jesus turns His follower’s understanding in a completely 

unanticipated direction. It is not a deeply intellectual, legally sound faith but a 

childlike faith that leads a person to receive His kingdom. He loves children and 

He loves their faith. Let’s see if we find out what it means for us to have a child’s 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

D. When we are done, each of us should be able to identify one practical way we 

can demonstrate this week that our faith in Christ and His kingdom is growing 

closer to that of a child’s?” 

7) The study 

A. Ask for a volunteer to read Mark 10:13 



B. Ask everyone to complete question 1 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers. 

C. “Why would parents bring their children to Jesus for a touch and a word of 

blessing and why did the disciples stop them?” 

i) If you live long enough to be a parent, you’ve lived long enough to know 

disappointment and regret. If you love your children, you want them to 

experience less disappointment and more joy. 

(1) You can see contemporary versions of this example in migrant parents 

who leave their children behind to provide for them and those who send 

their children to another country to what they hope is a better life.   

ii) One of our failings as humans is when we find something very good within 

our group, we can believe ourselves to be gatekeepers to that goodness 

instead of a means of blessing those outside our group with that goodness. 

Maybe we believe that the goodness will be exhausted if too many people 

share in it. Think about what that attitude says to God as we look at Jesus’ 

reaction. 

D. Ask for a volunteer to read Mark 10:14-16 

E. Ask everyone to complete question 2 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers. 

i) “Write down things you notice in Jesus’ response and in the manner He 

responds.” 

(1) Jesus was angry with His disciples, really angry. Indignant would also be a 

fair description. In His rebuke, Jesus tells the disciples they have done 

exactly the wrong thing. 

(a) It’s comforting to note that we can make God angry, but He doesn’t 

turn us out of His kingdom for it. See Isa 43:13. 

(2) Jesus announces we must receive His kingdom like a child.  

(a) Those who think this means we must be unquestioning must never 

have cared for a child who can talk.  

(b) A child believes with his or her whole self. My daughter believed that I 

could fix anything and brought me broken Happy Meals toys fully 

convinced that I could make them whole again.  

(c) When a child believes something, it changes how they see the world. 

The fantasy of Harry Potter or the boogey man under the bed can 

become real to them and change how they live and understand the 

world around them. Cynicism can make us feel like believing in God is 



the same as believing in magic fairy tales. Satan loves for us to believe 

that (See 1 Peter 5:8). The difference is, fantasies don’t survive reality 

while God proves ever more true in reality as we accept Him like a 

child.  

(3) Jesus’ exclusion of those who don’t receive the Kingdom in a childlike faith 

is emphatic. 

(4) Jesus finishes by loving on the children. If Jesus is so loving and 

protective of children, should we examine ourselves for that same loving, 

protective attitude for children? What in our lives demonstrates that we 

have that same attitude?  

F. Follow-up question. “What have you learned from a child?” 

i) If we need childlike faith, it can be helpful for adults to look to children for 

examples. This is an opportunity to practice doing that. 

G. Ask everyone to complete question 3 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers.  

i) “What would it mean to you to develop your faith to be one like a child’s? 

Would that feel like a positive step or a demeaning one? Would it change how 

you see God? …or yourself? What difference would it make in how you act in 

the world and towards others?” Ideally, these answers come from the 

participants. Whether they get them from the study, the Sunday sermon or 

elsewhere, the best thing that can happen here is they are verbalized by the 

participants. If they struggle to answer… 

(1) It might simplify my life by surrendering some of my anxieties about God. 

(2) I feel like it would make me ignore legitimate questions I have about God. 

(3) I might be able to build, or rebuild, my faith in a way that God desires more 

for me. 

H. Ask everyone to complete question 4 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers. 

i) “What is one practical way you can demonstrate this week that your faith in 

Christ and His kingdom is growing closer to that of a child’s?”    

8)  Summary:  

A. Encourage your group members to apply the ideas or principles they developed 

from question 4. Plan on asking them next week about the results. 

B. Close in prayer 



Let’s Go- Childlike Faith 

Mark 10:13-16  

 

1) Why would parents bring their children to Jesus for a touch and a word of blessing 

and why did the disciples stop them? 

 

 

 

2) Write down things you notice in Jesus’ response and in the manner He responds. 

 

 

 

 

3) What would it mean to you to develop your faith to be one like a child’s? Would that 

feel like a positive step or a demeaning one? Would it change how you see God? …or 

yourself? What difference would it make in how you act in the world and towards 

others? 

 

 

 

4) What is one practical way you can demonstrate this week that your faith in Christ and 

His kingdom is growing closer to that of a child’s? 

 

 

 

 

For next time... Read Mark 10:17-31 


