
Let’s Go Group Studies 

Leader’s Notes 
 

1. We’re providing this material to you to remove some of the stress and frustration of 
developing a plan to lead a specific group study. It isn’t meant to replace your individual 
preparation to lead. Our hope is that you would use it as a guide to your engagement 
with the text and the Holy Spirit and allow Him to lead you as you help your study’s 
participants to have their own relevant encounter with scripture and the Holy Spirit. 

2. This plan isn’t meant to constrain you to lead in any specific way. Please do modify it 
to better meet the needs of your group and to honor your gifting and 

authentic style. For example, when and how you pray and share prayer needs should 
be in a rhythm that is good for your group as long as you are praying as a group. For 
another, who reads and how scripture is read should fit your group and its needs as 
long as it is read somehow. 

3. Be authentic. If you find yourself saying “They are asking” as in, ‘I didn’t write this 
question and I don’t really understand why it is being asked.’ Don’t ask it. Ask 
something else. It is okay not to understand everything. No one understands everything. 
If you don’t believe in what you’re saying, why should anyone else believe it? One way 
to turn this into a positive is to admit to the group that you are struggling with figuring 

out a particular bit and allow someone else to contribute their God-given wisdom. 

4. Some questions, especially earlier in the study, aren’t meant to be a mile deep or 

transformative. These questions are intended to prompt the participants to notice what 

is there. They give the participants a way to begin to care about the specific words on 

the page and to begin to discuss the relevance of the scripture to their needs. 

5. Portions of the plan in quotes are meant to be spoken out loud to the group as in, 
“Who’s buried in Grant’s Tomb?” You don’t have to repeat the question or statement 
exactly as it appears. Restate it in a way that feels comfortable and natural for you.  

6. Portions of the plan in italics are meant to be notes to you that you can use as prompts 
in aiding group discussion and aren’t intended to be read verbatim to the group. They 
may not be the definitive answer but should be a good possible answer. As part of your 

preparation, please add to and edit the notes to fit where you intend to lead the 
discussion. 

7. A Follow up question helps participants open up a little more and look a little deeper 
and is meant to be asked after there has been some discussion of the prior question. 

8. The last page is the participant handout. 

9. Please remember that our focus, purpose and practice is to Love God, Love Others 
and Make Disciples. 

  



Let’s Go- Why God Sent His Son 

1) Scripture: Mark 12:1-12; Ps 118:22-23; Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:4-8; Isa 5:1-2 

A. Parallel accounts- Matt 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19 

2) Objective: After studying the listed scripture and participating in the discussion, each 

person should be able to identify a change they would to see happen in their life in 

light of God the Father sending His son to call us back to Him. 

3) Resources: Book of Mark, Grassmick. The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Walvoord 

& Zuck (BKC) 

4) Preparation:  

A. Pray for guidance 

B. Review Leader’s Notes and read entire lesson plan 

5) Prayer requests & Open in prayer 

6) Intro: 

A. “Last time I asked you to describe who you really believe Christ is and what you 

should do about that belief. Would anyone be willing to share how that exercise 

went for you?”  

i) If you closed last time’s study with a different question or application, 

substitute your closing for this one. 

B. “Tonight, we find Jesus telling a parable about tenant farmers abusing the 

servants from their absentee landlord and rejecting his message and authority. It 

is a lesson in how evil we can be and how gracious God has always been, even 

to the point of sending His own son to die to bring the message that calls us all to 

repentance. The Sanhedrin weren’t stupid. They recognized they were the bad 

guys in the story. Unfortunately for them, they were stupid enough to believe that 

they weren’t going to have to pay the same price that the tenant farmers of the 

parable were going to pay. What we do not want to miss is that we too are called 

to respect God’s messenger and His message that still calls us to repentance.  

C. When we are done, each of us should be able to identify a change to which God 

is calling us in light of His sending His son to call us back to Him.” 

7) The study 

A. Ask for volunteers to read Mark 12:1 & Isaiah 5:1-4 

B. Ask “Compare this beginning of Jesus’ parable with the portion of Isaiah’s 

prophecy. Consider that Jesus could have just said it was a vineyard. Vineyards 

and tenant farmers were so much a part of community life that everyone would 



have understood what He was talking about. Why do you think He uses the 

obvious, to His audience, quote?” 

i) He probably wanted the widest possible audience to understand His mission 

and not just the members of the Sanhedrin to understand their guilt. The 

quote from Isaiah is part of a song. Singing scripture makes it easier to 

memorize and be shared among those who can’t read. The passage in Isaiah 

would have been widely known. 

ii) Please keep in mind that one of the principles of studying Jesus’ teaching in 

parables is not to overwork the metaphor. Parables are a story created to 

teach a main principle. Seeking to make every detail mean some specific 

thing when that specific thing isn’t clearly taught in scripture is bad 

Hermeneutics (the principles of interpreting literary texts, especially Biblical 

texts.) For example, concluding that God had abandoned Israel for a time 

because the landowner ‘went on a journey’ would be an easy assumption but 

a clear mistake.  

C. Ask for someone to read Mark 12:2-9 

D. Ask everyone to complete question 1 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers. 

i) “Imagine you’re from the countryside come to Jerusalem to celebrate the 

Passover. What you want from life is to take care of your family and live a 

good life that makes you right with God. You know things aren’t right with your 

religion and you hear Jesus tell this story. What are you thinking? Are you 

encouraged, frustrated, confused or something else?”  

(1) Yes, I can see that happening. Is he going to tell stories or is he going to 

do something useful? 

(2) Poor people sometimes get desperate when they see others who have so 

much. 

(3) Ooof. I get what he is talking about. The Sanhedrin must not be happy. 

E. Ask for volunteers to read Mark 12:10-12 and Ps 118:22-23 

F. Ask everyone to complete question 2 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers. 

i) “Jesus quotes here a well-used psalm that was about celebrating God’s 

deliverance and Israel’s national pride and gratitude. See Acts 4:11 & 1 Peter 

2:4-8 for how Peter, an eyewitness, understood this event. What impression 

does this passage make on you?” 

(1) It is confusing. If Jesus considers Himself to the King of Israel, why 

doesn’t He act like a king? 



(2) It’s comforting. I like how Jesus allows us to come to our own conclusion 

about who He is.  

(3) PSALM 118- This psalm completes the group of Hallel songs (Ps. 113-

118). Possibly Ps 118 was written for the Feast of Tabernacles, perhaps 

even the first celebration of that Feast when the people returned from the 

Exile. The contents certainly suggest that God, in reestablishing His 

nation, triumphed over the nations and their plans. At least it can be said 

that the contents describe a festal procession to the sanctuary to sacrifice 

to and praise the Lord. Because the song was sung at the festivals, 

expressions in the psalm were on the lips of the people at Jesus' entry into 

Jerusalem at the beginning of the Passion Week (118:25-26; Matt 21:9). 

Also, this psalm may have been sung in the Upper Room after the Lord's 

Supper (Matt 26:30). This psalm in its Old Testament setting, however, 

was a song for praising the Lord's loyal love. The psalmist recounted how 

the Lord triumphed over all the nations surrounding Israel. Then he 

exulted in the fact that their salvation was God's marvelous work and that 

the stone which the builders rejected had become the prominent part of 

God's work. (BKC) 

B. Ask everyone to complete question 3 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers.  

i) “Think again about Question 1 and look again at the details of the story Jesus 

told. Jesus was telling the religious leadership of Israel that as stewards of 

God’s chosen people they had shamefully treated God’s true messengers, 

that they would kill God’s dearest messenger and that their stewardship was 

coming to an end. If we, in our time, were to be confronted in the same way 

as the Sanhedrin, for what would Jesus have to congratulate us and what 

would He have to correct?” Ideally, these answers come from the participants. 

Whether they get them from the study, the Sunday sermon or elsewhere, the 

best thing that can happen here is they are verbalized by the participants. If 

they struggle to answer… 

(1) Too many possibilities for a sample answer. Please try to help your group 

participants to connect their ideas with the idea that because Jesus was 

sent by the Father, His coming makes His message and His authority 

something we can’t ignore.  

C. Ask everyone to complete question 4 on the handout.  Allow 3-5 minutes for 

them to finish and then ask for volunteers to share their answers if they feel 

comfortable doing so. 

i) “Because Jesus was sent by God and changed everything, what is the most 

important thing that needs to change in your life? It is almost certainly 

something you need God to change because if you could change it yourself, 



you likely would have done it already. Would you write it down and pray about 

it several times this week?”  

2)  Summary:  

A. Encourage your group members to apply the ideas or principles they developed 

from question 4. Plan on asking them next week about the results. 

B. Close in prayer 



Let’s Go- Why God Sent His Son 

Mark 12:1-12  

 

1) Imagine you’re from the countryside come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

What you want from life is to take care of your family and live a good life that makes you 

right with God. You know things aren’t right with your religion and you hear Jesus tell 

this story. What are you thinking? Are you encouraged, frustrated, confused or 

something else? 

 

 

2) Jesus quotes here a well-used psalm that was about celebrating God’s deliverance 

and its national pride and gratitude. See Acts 4:11 & 1 Peter 2:4-8 for how Peter, an 

eyewitness, understood this event. What impression does this passage make on you? 

 

 

 

3) Think again about Question 1 and look again at the details of the story Jesus told. 

Jesus was telling the religious leadership of Israel that as stewards of God’s chosen 

people they had shamefully treated God’s true messengers, that they would kill God’s 

dearest messenger and that their stewardship was coming to an end. If we, in our time, 

were to be confronted in the same way as the Sanhedrin, for what would Jesus have to 

congratulate us and what would He have to correct? 

 

 

 

4) Because Jesus was sent by God and changed everything, what is the most important 

thing that needs to change in your life? It is probably something you need God to 

change because if you could do it yourself, you likely would have done it already. Would 

you write it down and pray about it several times this week? 

 

 

 

For next time... Read Mark 12:13-17  


