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BIBLICAL PARENTING 
11 August 2021 | Week 1: The Gospel-Shaped Parent | Text Questions: 317-798-0661 

Unless the LORD builds the house, 
    those who build it labor in vain. – Psalm 127:1a 

 
“This job has been given to me to do. Therefore, it is a gift. Therefore, it is a privilege. 
Therefore, it is an offering I may make to God. Therefore, it is to be done gladly, if it is 

done for him. Here, not somewhere else, I may learn God’s way. In this job, not in 
some other, God looks for faithfulness – Elisabeth Elliot 

 
Introduction:  
 

• Parenting is Hard 
 

 
• Course Outline 

 
o Week 1: The Gospel-Shaped Parent 

 
o Week 2: The Disciple-Making Parent (Parenting Panel) 

 
o Week 3: Parenting Prodigals (Special Guest) 

 
o Week 4: Parenting in Community  

 
• Definitions  

 
What is the gospel? 
 In its simplest form, the gospel is God’s reconciling work in Christ – that 
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, God is making all things new 
both personally for those who repent and believe, and cosmically as He 
redeems culture and creation from it’s subjection to futility” – Matt Chandler, 
Transformational Discipleship 

 
What is Christian parenting?  
The daily process of transferring a biblical worldview (beliefs, values, principles) 
to the next generation, within a fallen world, in order to prepare them to meet 
Jesus.  – adapted from William Farley’s, The Gospel-Powered Parent  
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I. Gospel-shaped parents embrace God’s good design & purpose  

 
 

1) Marriage is God’s intended means to bear and raise children  

So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth…” and he saw that it was good.  - Gen. 1:27-28 

 

2) Children are always a gift  

 

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the children of one's youth - Ps. 127:3-4 

 
3) Parents are God’s ambassadors to their children 

 
a. Ownership vs. Ambassadorial parenting 

 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. – 2 Cor. 5:20 
 

 
4) Parental authority is a responsibility to steward 

 
“Children, obey your parents, in the Lord, for this is right” - Eph. 6:1 

 
a. Authoritative parenting vs. authoritarian  

 
“Authoritative parenting sees the clear direction of the child’s moral 
and spiritual formation as the responsibility of the parents” – Russell 
Moore, The Storm-Tossed Family, 232 
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II. Gospel-shaped parents recognize the devastating effects of sin on 
parenting  

 
 “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children.” – Gen. 3:16 
 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
    and in sin did my mother conceive me. – Ps. 55:5 
 
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child – Prov. 22:15a 

 
 
 
 
 

III. Gospel-shaped parents cling to the cross daily  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Gospel-shaped parents set their hope on the coming King 
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CASE STUDIES  
 
Week #1 Case Study: Preschool 
 
Jenna is a mother of two boys, Jack (5) and Caleb (3), and she has just left them alone 
in their room playing with their superhero action figures in order to switch out a load 
of laundry. She is not gone for more than two minutes before she hears fighting 
going on in their room. She runs back upstairs to see the boys both pulling an end of 
one of their superheroes and hearing Jack yell, “it’s mine I had it first” and Caleb just 
pulling and screaming.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1. What does it look like to address this conflict with the gospel in view? 
2. What does it look like to use your God-given authority correctly in this 

situation?  
 
 
Week #1 Case Study: School-Age Child 
 
Jaclyn (11) and Jason (7) are brother and sister and share a lot of life together. Jaclyn 
has just started middle school and you and your spouse have agreed that she has 
done a great job adjusting to the new school and shown a lot of maturity. One 
evening, on a school night, she asks if she can stay up a little later than usual to watch 
the Olympics. She has already completed her homework and often has little trouble 
getting up in the morning. When you give her the okay, Jason immediately asks, “Can 
I stay up late too?” Unlike Jaclyn, Jason is a mess in the mornings if he doesn’t sleep. 
You tell him no, not tonight, and instantly Jason whines and rebuts, “That’s not fair! I 
finished all my homework! Why does she get to stay up late?” In the corner of the 
room, you see Jaclyn is smirking and waving the remote at Jason in “victory.”  
 
 
Discussion Questions:  
 
1. What does it look like to address each child’s behavior with the truth of the 

gospel?  
2. What gospel truths do you need to remember before and after addressing each 

behavior?  
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CASE STUDIES CONT. 
 
Week #1 Case Study: Teenager  
 
Your teenager (Ashley, 15) walks into the door after coming home from school, and 
before a hello can be uttered, she asks, “can I go to Carli’s birthday party?”. Carli is 
turning sixteen next week and you already got word from other parents that her 
stepdad bought her a car (which you and your spouse can’t even afford).  Carli’s 
parents divorced a few years ago and her mother recently remarried. Over the last 
few years, you noticed that when Ashley hangs out with Carli she comes home with a 
little more attitude and often complains that Carli’s mom lets her go on dates and 
download some apps that you’ve restricted. Ashley showed signs in middle school of 
believing the gospel and even showed signs of wanting to get baptized, but lately 
you’ve been discouraged by her unwillingness to have longer conversations about 
her faith.  
 
Discussion Questions:  
 

1. What are the important factors to consider before answering Ashley? 
2. What questions would you want clarifications on?  
3. What are some gospel truths that will help you as you make your decision?  
4. What gospel truths do you need to remember for yourself before and after 

addressing Ashley’s question?  
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Child Dedication Promises & Implications 
 
1. Do you recognize these children as gifts of God and give heartfelt thanks for 

God's blessing? 
 

Children are a gift—regardless of the timing and circumstances of their arrival. 
They are not an accident. They are a gift—no matter how they come. They are a 
gift even when they are not what we expect. They are a gift even when they 
come with infantile seizures, and chromosome irregularities, heart problems, 
deformities, blindness, tumors, brain damage, respiratory issues, etc. They are a 
gift when they are throwing up in the middle of the night and displaying their 
temper in the grocery store. It is an honor to be entrusted by God with these 
gifts. 

 
2. Do you now dedicate your children to the Lord who gave them to you, 

surrendering all worldly claims upon their lives in the hope that they will 
belong wholly to Jesus Christ? 
 

This promise expresses our submission to God and to his purposes for our 
children. Although children are a gift from God to us, he retains “ownership”—
his sovereign rights to our children specifically: 

• the right to give and to take on his timetable 
• the right to bring our children to faith in his way, on his schedule and 

according to his purpose. 
• the right to lead our children wherever he pleases. 

 
Our submission to God is done in the context of hope that our children will 
belong wholly to Jesus Christ. 

 
3. Do you pledge as parents that, with God's fatherly help, you will bring up 

your children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord, making every 
reasonable effort, with patience and love, to build the Word of God, the 
character of Christ and the joy of the Lord into their lives? 

 
The focus of this promise expresses our commitment to faithfully carry out our 
Deut. 6:4 and Ephesians 6:7 responsibilities---emphasizing the aim and the 
tone of this effort and acknowledging our limitations and ultimate dependence 
on God. 
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4. Do you promise to provide, through God's blessing, for the physical, 
emotional, intellectual and spiritual needs of your children, looking to your 
own heavenly Father for the wisdom, love and strength to serve them and 
not use them? 

 
Here we promise to provide for our children in every way. This promise would 
be impossible to keep without the qualifiers “through God’s blessing” and 
“looking your own heavenly Father”. This promise also reinforces a commitment 
to Christ-like, servant-hearted, parenting that recognizes children exist for God 
and for his glory and not for our personal satisfaction and pleasure. 

 
5. Do you promise, God helping you, to make it your regular prayer that by 

God's grace your children will come to trust in Jesus Christ alone for the 
forgiveness of their sins and for the fulfillment of all his promises to them, 
even eternal life; and in this faith follow Jesus as Lord and obey his 
teachings? 

 
This promise is our expression of hope that God will save our children 
and that they will passionately follow Jesus.  
 

The Words of Dedication 
 
“Together with your parents who love you dearly and this congregation that 
cares about the outcome of your faith, I dedicate you to God, surrendering 
together with them all worldly claim upon your life in the hope that you will 
belong wholly to Jesus Christ forever." 

 
These words emphasize that as parents, we have two partners standing with us 
and supporting us as we seek to raise our children. First and foremost, God is 
with us. He is committed to declaring His glory from one generation to the next 
and to fulfilling his unstoppable purposes to raise up worshippers in every 
generation. If God is for us and for our children, we have all we need. Secondly, 
“this congregation” ---the people of College Park Church Castleton---is standing 
with us in this shared hope for our children. Their “Amen” in the dedication 
service means that they intend to support, encourage, pray for and help us 
keep the promises we have made for the sake of our children. 
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