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God offers us the gift of security (Matthew 1:18-25).  All throughout the Christmas 
narrative, a phrase and pattern is repeated: this was to fulfill what the prophet said 
(Matthew 1:22; 2:5-6; 2:15-17).  Every time the Scripture says something to the effect of 
this was to fulfill what was written, God is shouting, “I’ve got this!”  The birth of Jesus 
was perfectly timed and loudly roars that God is in control.  Jesus – in His birth, death, 
and resurrection – has always been God’s Plan A.  We can find security in the fact that 
God is still accomplishing His perfect plan, and that all His promises are completely 
trustworthy (1 Peter 1:18-20; Romans 8:28; John 14:1-3). 
 
SHARING TESTIMONIES 
With those in your group, share about your interest (or lack thereof) in survival shows 
like Man vs. Wild, Dual Survivor, or Fat Guys in the Woods.  How well would you do 
being stranded in the wild without key survival tools?  What emotions or thoughts would 
you experience in that kind of situation? 
 
GO DEEPER 
From Matthew 1:18-25 (and in other similar passages), why does Matthew purposefully 
reference Old Testament prophecy and its fulfillment?  What does such a reference 
accomplish for the reader or hearer of these verses? 
 
What does Galatians 4:4 reveal about the timing of Jesus’ birth? 
 
According to John 14:1-3, what does Jesus instruct His disciples to do?  What 
assurance does He offer His followers in these verses? 
 
MAKE IT PERSONAL  
How insecure, lost, or ill equipped do you feel for what might lie ahead for you and your 
family?  What is your typical response (good or bad) when fear and insecurity begin to 
arise in you? 
 
What is your level of trust or faith in the promises of God? From what you’re facing right now, what promise 
do you need to hold on to the most? 
 
PRACTICE IT NOW 
Without question, we live in a crazy world at a crazy time.  There is so much chaos and struggle, both in our 
own lives and in the world around us, that it is easy to become fearful and insecure.  Take time as a group, 
in an attitude of prayer, to ask God for greater measures of trust in Him.  Ask Him for a child-like faith 
(not a childish faith) that is not easily blown and tossed by the circumstances around us.  Take time also to 
pray over and to encourage those who are facing difficult situations right now and are carrying heavy amounts 
of fear and insecurity about the future. 


