
 

The Talk 
Begin With the End in Mind 

 
The purpose of marriage is to learn to love like God (Song of Solomon 8:6-7).  
Whether you’re married, engaged, or a single follower of Jesus in community, you have 
the constant opportunity to love someone as God intended. Jesus teaches that we are 
to love even our enemies the same way we are to love those closest to us. God reveals 
this love to us that is sacrificial and entails seeing others as God sees them. In any type 
of relationship, we experience challenges. But with God, we can love through all 
seasons and be empowered to live in the destiny God has for us.  
 
GETTING STARTED 
What kinds of conversations do you think should be behind closed doors or should be 
done in front of others (i.e. fighting in front of your kids, showing affection, etc.) What 
lies are often portrayed publicly by movies, media, or commercials about what is 
intended to be behind closed doors? 
 
GO DEEPER 

1. What is your perception of the book of Song of Solomon? Do you see or interpret it 
as a book about marriage and relationships, or do you lean towards viewing it as an 
allegorical book about God’s love for the church, His bride? 

2. From Song of Solomon 8:6-7, what is revealed about the nature of the love that 
God intends for us to walk in? How does Matthew 5:43-45 further expand our view 
of how we are to love? 

3. In Ephesians 5:25-33, we read that husbands should love their wives just as Christ 
loves the church, and women should respect their husbands. What does this mean 
and look like in a marriage today? 

 
MAKE IT PERSONAL 

1. What do you personally think or believe is the purpose of marriage? How does your 
view of the purpose of marriage compare to Pastor David’s view that marriage is 
intended to show us how to love like God? 

2. How well do you love, and what do you think is your motive for loving others? If you 
are married, how would you rate your love for your spouse? If you are single, how 
would you rate your love for your family, friends and community? What needs to 
change in how and why you love your spouse or those close to you? 

 
PRACTICE IT NOW 
Take some time as a group to encourage your spouse and friends for the ways they 
demonstrate love well. Then, in an attitude of prayer, ask God to help you learn and 
grow in loving the way He loves. Invite Him to do what may seem impossible in your 
marriage, in your community, and even with your enemies, in the way you love. 
 
BLESS 
How can you show love through a meal this week? Whether it’s a date with your 
spouse, or getting together with someone God has put on your heart, make an effort to 
share, eat with, and love on someone this week.  


