
Stop Going to Church 
A Mission to Live 

 

The church exists to attack the gates of hell (Matthew 16:18). We are not called 

to be customers of God but His followers. He has distinctly called us and given 

purpose and destiny to our lives. He designed us from the beginning for 

significance, which has been robbed by sin but restored by the power of the cross of 

Jesus and the empty grave. When we gather together as a church, we help and 

encourage each other fulfill that destiny, have significance, and live on mission. 

When we meet together and serve each other, we spur one another on to 

assertively attack the gates of hell, to advance the Kingdom of God, through love 

and good deeds. 

  

GETTING STARTED 

What is one of your most memorable customer service stories? Was the customer 

right in the situation? When it comes to our faith in Jesus, what do you think is the 

difference between being a customer and being a follower? 

 

GO DEEPER 

1. From Colossians 1:16, all things were created by Jesus and for Him. What does 

it truly look like to center our lives on Jesus rather than on ourselves, to 

embrace the reality that we exist for Him (and not vice versa)? What is the 

advantage to centering our life on Jesus? 

2. According to Jesus in Matthew 16:15-18, what is the rock and what is being 

built on the rock? Why is that significant for us as the church today? 

3. In Mathew 16:18, the church will not be overcome by the gates of hell. When 

looking at this verse, what is advancing: the gates of hell or the church? Who is 

on the offense and who is on the defense, and why is that important? 

 

MAKE IT PERSONAL 

1. How are you living on mission within community? How well do you encourage 

or spur others in your group and in your sphere of influence to fulfill their destiny 

and calling? 

2. To what degree are you hunkered down and living to simply survive our fallen 

world versus advancing the Kingdom of God with love, joy, and purpose? What 

needs to shift in you personally to intentionally storm the gates of hell? 

 

PRACTICE IT NOW 

Take some time as a group to pray for and to encourage each other. Speak words 

of life and call out destiny, purpose and vision that you see in each other. Ask God 

to empower you to live more on mission, to advance His Kingdom in your sphere of 

influence. 




