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THE MINISTRY OF INTERRUPTIONS 

Matthew 14:13-16 (NIV) When Jesus heard what had happened, he 
withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 
crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed 
and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their 
sick. As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eat.” 

How can we deal with interruptions in a way that honors the Lord 
and turns the situation around for good? 

1. ________________ the unexpected. 

‣ Get God’s ___________________ on your life. 

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV)  Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 
but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.  

Proverbs 16:9 (NIV)  In their hearts humans plan their course, 
but the Lord establishes their steps. 

John 16:33 (Msg) 

‣ Trust God’s ________________ for your life. 

Job 17:11 (NCV)  My days are gone, and my plans have been 
destroyed, along with the desires of my heart. 

James 1:2-4 (Msg) Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests 
and challenges come at you from all sides. You know that under 
pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true 
colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do 
its work so you become mature and well-developed, not 
deficient in any way. 

1 Peter 4:12-13 (CEV) Dear friends, don’t be surprised or 
shocked that you are going through testing that is like walking 

through fire. Be glad for the chance to suffer as Christ suffered. It 
will prepare you for even greater happiness when he makes his 
glorious return. 

2. ________________ the uninvited. 

‣ Maintain a ministry ______________. 

1 John 4:19-20 (Msg)  If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes 
right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a 
liar. If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he love the 
God he can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: 
Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to love both.  

Matthew 5:43-47 (CEV)  You have heard people say, “Love your 
neighbors and hate your enemies.” But I tell you to love your 
enemies and pray for anyone who mistreats you. Then you will 
be acting like your Father in heaven. He makes the sun rise on 
both good and bad people.  And he sends rain for the ones who 
do right and for the ones who do wrong.  If you love only those 
people who love you, will God reward you for that? Even tax 
collectors love their friends.  If you greet only your friends, what’s 
so great about that?  Don’t even unbelievers do that? 

Mark 10:13-16 (NLT) One day some parents brought their 
children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But the 
disciples scolded the parents for bothering him. When Jesus saw 
what was happening, he was angry with his disciples. He said to 
them, “Let the children come to me.  Don’t stop them! For the 
Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children. I 
tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of 
God like a child will never enter it.” Then he took the children in 
his arms and placed his hands on their heads and blessed them. 

‣ Turn chaos into ___________. 

3. ________________ in meeting needs. 

Interruptions create opportunities for us to address needs we 
wouldn’t otherwise see—in us and through us!  

Mark 10:46-52 (NIV)


