
 
#1 “The Hope of Heaven” 

To experience heaven’s hope, here are three things you must know:  

1. You’re never alone. 

1 Kings 18:17-40 (NKJV)  Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
to him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” And he answered, “I have not troubled 
Israel, but you and your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals. Now therefore, send 
and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets 
of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” So 
Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on 
Mount Carmel. And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you 
falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow 
him.” But the people answered him not a word. Then Elijah said to the people, “I 
alone am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose one bull for 
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I 
will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. Then 
you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord; and the 
God who answers by fire, He is God.” So all the people answered and said, “It is 
well spoken.” Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull for 
yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your 
god, but put no fire under it.” So they took the bull which was given them, and 
they prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, 
saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they 
leaped about the altar which they had made. And so it was, at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is 
busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened.” So 
they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, 
until the blood gushed out on them. And when midday was past, they prophesied 
until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no 
one answered, no one paid attention. Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come  
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near to me.” So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the 
Lord that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had 
come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” Then with the stones he built an altar in 
the name of the Lord; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to 
hold two seahs of seed. And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and 
laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the 
burnt sacrifice and on the wood.” Then he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did 
it a second time; and he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. So 
the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water. And it 
came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near and said, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 
known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have 
done all these things at Your word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people 
may know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back 
to You again.” Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and 
the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the 
trench. Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The 
Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the 
prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah 
brought them down to the Brook Kishon and executed them there. 

• Don’t let intimidation drive you back. 
• Rise up with determination. 
• God shows up with impartation. 

2. You’re known and loved. 

John 20:11-18 (NIV)  Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I 
don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, 
why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, 
she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I 
will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them,  
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‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

• Jesus knows your name. You are very important to Him. 

3. You’re offered new beginnings. 

John 21: 3-17 (NIV)  “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, 
“We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples 
did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any 
fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat 
and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he 
wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into 
the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed, they saw 
a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back into 
the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 
many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None 
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was 
now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take 
care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
sheep.” 

• When you feel like there’s no future for you, there’s forgiveness and hope for 
a fresh start.

Pastor Dale O’Shields | Church of the Redeemer | July 4 & 5, 2020


