Matthew 14:13-21 (NIV) When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to
a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 4 When Jesus
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15> As evening
approached, the disciples came to shim and said, “This is a remote place, and it's already getting
late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 16
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 “We have here
only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. '8 “Bring them here to me,” he said. '? And
he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples
picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate
was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Matthew 15:29-38 (NIV) Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a
mountainside and sat down. 30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the
crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 3" The people
were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and
the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said,
“I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have
nothing to eat. | do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.” 33 His
disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a
crowd?” 34 "How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied, “and a few small
fish.” 35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and the
fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in
turn to the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate was four thousand
men, besides women and children.

1. Jesus' concern for you your concern for yourself,

or others’ concern for you.

2. Limitations and lack prove the of

John 6:5-6 (MSG) When Jesus looked out and saw that a large crowd had arrived, he said to
Philip, “Where can we buy bread to feed these people?” He said this to stretch Philip’s faith. He
already knew what he was going to do.
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James 1:2-3 (MSG) Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you
from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its

true colors.

3. When your faith is challenged, acknowledge your limitations and lack, but

don't stop there; for your !

Mark 6:34-38 (MSG) When Jesus arrived, he saw this huge crowd. At the sight of them, his
heart broke—like sheep with no shepherd they were. He went right to work teaching them.

3536 When his disciples thought this had gone on long enough—it was now quite late in the day
—they interrupted: “"We are a long way out in the country, and it's very late. Pronounce a
benediction and send these folks off so they can get some supper.” 37 Jesus said, “You do it. Fix
supper for them.” They replied, “Are you serious? You want us to go spend a fortune on food for
their supper?” 38 But he was quite serious. “How many loaves of bread do you have? Take an

inventory.” That didn't take long. “Five,” they said, “plus two fish.”

4. your seed is the to God meeting your need.

5. for what you have must replace grumbling over what

you don’t have!

6. Remember, Jesusisa” " Savior!

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV) Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 2! to him be glory in the church and in

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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