
 

#5 “I BELIEVE BECAUSE OF THE PROOF HE PROVIDED” 

John 20:30-31 (NIV)  Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

1 Corinthians 15:17-20 (NLT)  And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you 
are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! And if our 
hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 

1. Jesus’ death was a _______________ death. 

John 19:30-37 (NIV)  When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. … But when they came to Jesus and found that he was 
already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a 
spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and 
his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may 
believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 
will be broken,” and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 

Romans 5:6-8 (NIV)  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

2. Jesus’ burial was a ____________________ burial. 

John 19:38-42 (NIV)  Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.  Now 
Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.  With Pilate’s 
permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man 
who earlier had visited Jesus at night.  Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds. … At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 
garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.  

Matthew 27:62-66 (NIV)  The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 
said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until  
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the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he 
has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” “Take a guard,” 
Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they went and made the 
tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  

John 20:1-2 (NIV)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

Matthew 28:11-15 (NIV)  While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the 
city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had 
met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling 
them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were 
asleep.’ If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So 
the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day.  

3. Jesus’ disciples became ____________________ eyewitnesses of His 
resurrection. 

John 20:11-18 (NIV)  Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the 
head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken 
my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, “Woman, 
why are you crying?  Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, 
if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to 
her, “Mary.”  She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher”). … Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And 
she told them that he had said these things to her.  

John 20:19-20 (NIV)  On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

John 20:24-28 (NIV)  Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see 
my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas 
said to him, “My Lord and my God!”  
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John 21:4-9 (NIV)  Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” they 
answered. He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When 
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, 
“It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 
into the water. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (NLT)  I passed on to you what was most important and what had also 
been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and 
he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter 
and then by the Twelve. After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he was seen by James and later by 
all the apostles. Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 

4. The witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection were forever ____________________ by 
their interaction with Him. 

1 John 1:1-4 (NLT)  We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we 
have heard and seen.  We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He 
is the Word of life. This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and we have seen him. And now 
we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and 
then he was revealed to us. We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard 
so that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy. 

5. For over 2,000 years, this message and the life-changing __________________ 
of the ____________________ _________________ continues to be proclaimed 
and experienced.  

6. Jesus provided the proof through His resurrection that He was, is, and always 
will be the Son of God, God Himself, the Savior, who is _________ _________, 
_________ _______________, and _________ ____________. 
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