
 
#3 “THE TIDE OF PRIDE” 

Daniel 5:1-6; 22-31 (NIV) King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and 
drank wine with them. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the 
gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, 
so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 3 So they 
brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the 
king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. 4 As they drank the wine, they 
praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 5 Suddenly the fingers of a 
human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal 
palace.  The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened 
that his legs became weak and his knees were knocking. … 22 But you, Belshazzar, his son, have 
not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the 
Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, 
your wives and your concubines drank wine from them.  You praised the gods of silver and gold, 
of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand.  But you did not honor 
the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote 
the inscription. 25 This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN 26 Here is 
what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an 
end. 27 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was 
clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third 
highest ruler in the kingdom. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 31 
and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.  

1. Many “ships” have been sunk by the tide of __________________.  

Daniel 5:22 (NIV) But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all 
this. 

Proverbs 16:18 (NIV) Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 

  
2. The tide of pride rises _______________________________.  

Daniel 5:23-28 (NIV) Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  You had 
the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your 
concubines drank wine from them.  You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand.  But you did not honor the God 
who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the 
inscription. This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN Here is what  
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these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 
Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Peres: Your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and Persians.  

3. There are ___________________ of a rising tide of pride.  

What does pride look like? 

๏ Thinking more highly of yourself than you should. 

๏ Lacking teachability. 

๏ Feeling too “big” for something “small.” 

๏ Focusing on positions, possessions, and power rather than serving people. (“Titles” 
over “towels.”) 

๏ Self-centered ambition and self-promotion. 

๏ A critical spirit and mind. (fault-finding.) 

๏ Judgmental and harsh thoughts, words, and actions. 

๏ Resistance to directions. 

๏ Preoccupation with affirmation and attention. 

๏ Defensiveness and argumentativeness in relationships. 

4. You can _________________________ the tide of pride. 

Micah 6:8 (NIV) He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the LORD require 
of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  

Proverbs 11:2 (NIV) When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.  

Proverbs 18:12 (NIV) Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.  

Luke 14:11 (NIV) For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.  

James 4:6 (NIV) But he gives us more grace.  That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the 
proud but shows favor to the humble.”  

James 4:10 (NIV) Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  

1 Peter 5:6 (NIV) Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you 
up in due time.  

Isaiah 57:15 (NIV) For this is what the high and exalted One says—he who lives forever, whose 
name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”  
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How do we become humble and contrite? 

๏ Admit your need for God. 

๏ Confess the sin of pride to God, and repent of it (regularly.) 

๏ Hunger to grow. 

๏ Find ways to serve others in ways no one but God sees. (And don’t tell anyone about 
it!) 

๏ Live to help others succeed. 

๏ Listen more than you talk. 

๏ Give praise and forget about trying to get it. 

๏ When success comes, publicly give God the glory!
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