#3 "INCREASE YOUR EXPECTATIONS"

Proverbs 4:23 (NCV) Be careful what you think, because your thoughts run your life.

Romans 12:2 (NIV) Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

Matthew 9:29 (NIV) Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be
done to you.”

Mark 9:21-23 (NIV) Jesus asked the boy's father, “"How long has he been like this?” “From
childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do
anything, take pity on us and help us.” “If you can’?” said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one
who believes.”

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Right expectations require God-given

Judges 6:11-14 (NLT) Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing
wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. The angel of the
LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!” “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if
the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? And where are all the miracles our
ancestors told us about? Didn't they say, ‘The LORD brought us up out of Egypt'? But now the
LORD has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” Then the LORD turned to him
and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending
you!”

John 5:6 (NIV) When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition
for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”

Psalm 3:3 (NLT) But you, O LORD, are a shield around me; you are my glory, the one who
holds my head high.
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2. God-given inspiration must become personal

Judges 6:14-17 (NLT) Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have,
and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!” “But Lord,” Gideon replied, "how can |
rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my
entire family!” The LORD said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as
if you were fighting against one man.” Gideon replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show
me a sign to prove that it is really the LORD speaking to me.”

3. Personal anticipation produces practical

James 2:26 (NIV) As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Judges 6:24-27 (NIV) So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is
Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. That same night the LORD said to him,
“Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s
altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. Then build a proper kind of altar to the
LORD your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut
down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering.” So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as
the LORD told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at
night rather than in the daytime.

John 5:8-9 (NIV) Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man
was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath.

Three essentials to increase our expectations:

>»>»>» VISION

>»>»>» PERSONAL FAITH

>»>»>» PRACTICAL ACTION
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