
#8 “INVEST IN RELATIONSHIPS” 

Proverbs 3:3-4 (NLT)  Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! Tie them around your neck as a 
reminder. Write them deep within your heart. Then you will find favor with both God and people, and 
you will earn a good reputation. 

1. You need ____________________ relationships. 

 Biblical facts about the importance of our relationships: 

๏ God created us with a need and desire for relationships. 

๏ Relationships are necessary for personal growth. 

๏ Loving others is one of the ways we prove our love for God. 

๏ Good relationships are essential for a productive life. 

1 John 4:20 (NLT)  If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person 
is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?  

Proverbs 27:17 (NLT)  As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT)  Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other 
succeed. If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in 
real trouble. Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can 
one be warm alone? A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand 
back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken. 

๏ Because relationships are important, they are targeted by the devil. 

2. Relationship problems are ____________________. 

 3 warning signs and symptoms of relational breakdown: 

• ________________________. 

• _________________________. 

• ______________________. 
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3. Relationships break down for ____________________ ____________________. 

 10 reasons why relationships break down: 

๏ Weak commitments. 

๏ Poor maintenance. 

๏ Unfair and unfulfilled expectations. 

๏ Unresolved hurt and anger. 

๏ A “spirit” of strife. 

๏ Poor management of emotions. 

๏ Over-dependence or independence. 

๏ Weak relationship skills. 

๏ Pride. 

๏ Addictions. 

Proverbs 23:29-30 (TLB)  Whose heart is filled with anguish and sorrow? Who is always fighting 
and quarreling? Who is the man with bloodshot eyes and many wounds? It is the one who 
spends long hours in the taverns, trying out new mixtures. 

4. You can make your relationships ____________________. 

๏ Take ________________________________. 

๏ Seek personal _________________________ and _____________________. 

๏ Reaffirm your _______________________________ to others. 

๏ _______________ through your relational barriers. 

๏ _____________________ your offenses. 

๏ Increase your _____________-__________________. 

๏ Work on your relationship _______________. 

๏ If you get stuck, ___________ __________________.
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