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3 “DISCOVERING GOD’S PLAN” - PART 2

Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 1 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

1. Pay to God's

Matthew 1:20-23 (NIV) As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.
“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message
through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.”

Job 12:13 (NIV) To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

James 1:5 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

When God speaks, He:
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Proverbs 4:10 (NIV) Listen, my son, accept what | say, and the years of your life will be many.
Isaiah 28:23 (NIV) Listen and hear my voice; pay attention and hear what | say.

Matthew 11:15 (NIV) Whoever has ears, let them hear.

2. Be

Matthew 1:24 (NIV) When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife.

Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV) What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the
first and said, “Son, go and work today in the vineyard.” “l will not,” he answered, but later he
changed his mind and went. Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He
answered, “l will, sir,” but he did not go. Which of the two did what his father wanted? “The first,”
they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And
even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.”

Proverbs 29:1 (NIV) Whoever remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be
destroyed—-without remedy.

3. and do!

Matthew 1:24-25 (NIV) When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Luke 8:4-8 (NIV) While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from
town after town, he told this parable: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering
the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It
came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, he called
out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

Luke 8:11-15 (NIV) This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along
the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones who
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in
the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but
as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not
mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the
word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
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