ATTRACTING
HOSEN GOD'S ATTENTION

#2 A Willing Heart

1. The direction of your determines the of your life.

2. Your will has a

According to the Bible, there are 3 potential bosses of the human will:

@® Your will.

Jeremiah 7:23-24 (NIV) ...But | gave them this command: Obey me, and | will be your God
and you will be my people. Walk in obedience to all | command you, that it may go well with
you. But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations
of their evil hearts. They went backward and not forward.

® Satan’s will.

2 Timothy 2:26 (NIV) ...And that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of
the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

® God's will.

Matthew 26:39 (NIV) Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed,
“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you will.”

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV) Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God-this is your true and proper
worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God'’s will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will.

Psalm 40:8 (NIV) | desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.

3. Blessings come to those whose hearts are -

1 Samuel 15:3 (NIV) Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them....

1 Samuel 15:7 (NIV) Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the
eastern border of Egypt.
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1 Samuel 15:9 (NIV) But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the
fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely,
but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.

1 Samuel 15:12-15 (NIV) Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was
told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned
and gone on down to Gilgal.” When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! | have
carried out the LORD's instructions.” But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my
ears? What is this lowing of cattle that | hear?” Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from
the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God,
but we totally destroyed the rest.”

1 Samuel 15:19-23 (NIV) Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder
and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?” “But | did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “l went on the mission
the LORD assigned me. | completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king.
The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in
order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.” But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has
rejected you as king.”

A God-willing heart is:

® to a given assignment.

1 Samuel 16:11 (NIV) So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the
youngest,” Jesse answered. “"He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, "Send for him; we will
not sit down until he arrives.”

1 Samuel 16:19-21 (NIV) Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son
David, who is with the sheep.” So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and
a young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul. David came to Saul and entered his

service....
Mark 10:43-45 (NIV) Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

® - by humble duties.

1 Samuel 17:17-18 (NIV) Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain
and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to their camp. Take along these
ten cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back
some assurance from them.
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1 Samuel 17:20 (NIV) Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd,
loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going
out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry.

when no one’s looking.

1 Samuel 17:32-37 (NIV) David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this
Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to go out
against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior
from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep.
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, | went after it, struck it
and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair, struck it
and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine
will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who
rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand
of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”

1 Corinthians 4:2 (NIV) Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must
prove faithful.

in God'’s plans.

Psalm 9:10 (NIV) Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD, have never
forsaken those who seek you.

Philippians 2:8-11 (NIV) And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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