ATTRACTING
HOSEN GOD'S ATTENTION

#6 A Gracious Heart

1. is

Psalm 86:15 (NIV) But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,
abounding in love and faithfulness.

Psalm 103:8 (NIV) The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

Psalm 111:4 (NIV) He has caused his wonders to be remembered; the Lord is gracious and
compassionate.

2 Samuel 4:4 (NIV) (Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. He was five years
old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled,
but as she hurried to leave, he fell and became disabled. His name was Mephibosheth.)

2 Samuel 9:1-12 (NIV) David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can
show kindness for Jonathan's sake?” Now there was a servant of Saul's household named

Ziba. They summoned him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" "At
your service,” he replied. The king asked, “Is there no one still alive from the house of Saul to
whom | can show God's kindness?” Ziba answered the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is
lame in both feet.” “Where is he?” the king asked. Ziba answered, “He is at the house of Makir son
of Ammiel in Lo Debar.” So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir
son of Ammiel. When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed
down to pay him honor. David said, “"Mephibosheth!” “At your service,” he replied. "“Don't be
afraid,” David said to him, “for | will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan.
| will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at
my table.” Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a
dead dog like me?” Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's steward, and said to him, “I have given
your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. You and your sons and
your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s grandson
may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table.”
(Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do
whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like
one of the king's sons. Mephibosheth had a young son named Mika, and all the members of Ziba's
household were servants of Mephibosheth.

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.
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2. Grace changes the way you and

2 Samuel 9:1 (NIV) David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can show
kindness for Jonathan's sake?”

Ephesians 2:4-10 (NLT) But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though
we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only
by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. So God can
point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness
toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. God saved you by
his grace when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is
not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God's
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned
for us long ago.

2 Peter 3:9 (TPT) This means that, contrary to man’s perspective, the Lord is not late with his
promise to return, as some measure lateness. But rather, his “delay” simply reveals his loving
patience toward you, because he does not want any to perish but all to come to repentance.

1 Timothy 2:4-7 (MSG) He wants not only us but everyone saved, you know, everyone to get to
know the truth we've learned: that there’s one God and only one, and one Priest-Mediator
between God and us—Jesus, who offered himself in exchange for everyone held captive by sin, to
set them all free. Eventually the news is going to get out. This and this only has been my
appointed work: getting this news to those who have never heard of God, and explaining how it
works by simple faith and plain truth.

3. Grace

2 Samuel 9:5-8 (NIV) So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son
of Ammiel. When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down
to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!” “At your service,” he replied. “Don't be afraid,”
David said to him, “for | will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. | will
restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my
table.” Mephibosheth bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a dead
dog like me?”
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