
Zephaniah 1:1 (NIV)  The LORD gave this message to Zephaniah when Josiah son of Amon 
was king of Judah. Zephaniah was the son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of 
Hezekiah. 
  
1. A day of ________________________ is __________________. 
  

Zephaniah 1:14-18 (NLT)  That terrible day of the LORD is near. Swiftly it comes—a day of 
bitter tears, a day when even strong men will cry out. It will be a day when the LORD’s 
anger is poured out—a day of terrible distress and anguish, a day of ruin and desolation, a 
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, a day of trumpet calls and 
battle cries. Down go the walled cities and the strongest battlements! Because you have 
sinned against the LORD, I will make you grope around like the blind. Your blood will be 
poured into the dust, and your bodies will lie rotting on the ground. Your silver and gold 
will not save you on that day of the LORD’s anger. For the whole land will be devoured by 
the fire of his jealousy. He will make a terrifying end of all the people on earth.  

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NIV)  For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night.  

2 Peter 3:10 (NIV)  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it 
will be laid bare.  

Revelation 16:12-16 (NLT)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great 
Euphrates River, and it dried up so that the kings from the east could march their armies 
toward the west without hindrance. And I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap 
from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. They are demonic spirits 
who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle 
against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. “Look, I will come as 
unexpectedly as a thief!  Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep their clothing 
ready so they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.” And the demonic spirits 
gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name Armageddon. 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NLT)  You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be 
very difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be 
boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will 
consider nothing sacred. They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others 
and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. They will betray their 
friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. They will 
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act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from 
people like that! 

  
2. God wants to ____________ people from judgment. 
  

Ezekiel 18:21-23 (NLT)  But if wicked people turn away from all their sins and begin to obey 
my decrees and do what is just and right, they will surely live and not die. All their past sins 
will be forgotten, and they will live because of the righteous things they have done. “Do you 
think that I like to see wicked people die?” says the Sovereign LORD. “Of course not!  I want 
them to turn from their wicked ways and live.” 

John 3:16 (NIV)  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.  

1 Timothy 2:2-4 (NLT)  Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live 
peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. This is good and pleases God our 
Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 

  
3. The time to _____________ _____ _________ is __________. 
  

Zephaniah 2:1-3 (NLT)  Gather together—yes, gather together, you shameless nation. Gather 
before judgment begins, before your time to repent is blown away like chaff. Act now, 
before the fierce fury of the LORD falls and the terrible day of the LORD’s anger begins. 
Seek the LORD, all who are humble, and follow his commands. Seek to do what is right 
and to live humbly. Perhaps even yet the LORD will protect you—protect you from his 
anger on that day of destruction. 

  
The time is now because: 

๏ The longer we wait, the harder our hearts become. 

๏ The harder our heart becomes, the more de-sensitized we are to right and wrong, 
truth and lies. 

๏ Other people’s spiritual destinies are tied to our spiritual destinies—our children, our 
families, our friends, etc. 

๏ There will be a time when it’s too late. 
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Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT)  Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  
The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, but the other five were 
wise enough to take along extra oil. When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight they were roused by the shout, “Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!” All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 
Then the five foolish ones asked the others, “Please give us some of your oil because our 
lamps are going out.” But the others replied, “We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a 
shop and buy some for yourselves.” But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom 
came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was 
locked. Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, “Lord! 
Lord! Open the door for us!” But he called back, “Believe me, I don’t know you!” So you, too, 
must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.
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