
 
#7 “When Your Perspective Is Warped” 

Jonah 3:10 (NLT)  When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil 
ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 

Jonah 4:1-11 (NIV)  But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to 
the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall 
by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away my life, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.” But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, 
sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the LORD God provided 
a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 
and Jonah was very happy about the plant. But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, 
which chewed the plant so that it withered. When the sun rose, God provided a scorching  
east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, 
“It would be better for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” But the LORD said, 
“You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have concern for the great city of 
Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell 
their right hand from their left—and also many animals?” 

1. Perspectives are ________________________. 

1 Samuel 17:20-26 (NLT)  So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the 
next morning with the gifts, as Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the 
Israelite army was leaving for the battlefield with shouts and battle cries. Soon the Israelite 
and Philistine forces stood facing each other, army against army. David left his things with the 
keeper of supplies and hurried out to the ranks to greet his brothers. As he was talking with 
them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. Then 
David heard him shout his usual taunt to the army of Israel. As soon as the Israelite army saw 
him, they began to run away in fright. “Have you seen the giant?” the men asked. “He comes 
out each day to defy Israel. The king has offered a huge reward to anyone who kills him. He 
will give that man one of his daughters for a wife, and the man’s entire family will be 
exempted from paying taxes!” David asked the soldiers standing nearby, “What will a man 
get for killing this Philistine and ending his defiance of Israel? Who is this pagan Philistine 
anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the living God?”  
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1 Samuel 17:45-47 (NLT)  David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, 
spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the LORD will conquer you, and I will 
kill you and cut off your head. And then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds 
and wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel! And everyone 
assembled here will know that the LORD rescues his people, but not with sword and spear.  
This is the LORD’s battle, and he will give you to us!” 

2. Perspectives are ______________________. 

Ephesians 4:17-18 (NLT)  With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, 
for they are hopelessly confused. Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life 
God gives because they have closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him. 

John 8:31-32 (NLT)  Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if 
you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

John 17:17 (NLT)  Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.  

Romans 12:1-2 (NLT)   And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will 
find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of 
this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

Acts 9:1-5 (NIV)  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, 
so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take 
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” he replied. 

Matthew 6:22-23 (NLT)   Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body.  When your eye is 
good, your whole body is filled with light. But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled 
with darkness.  And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness 
is! 

Ephesians 1:15-18 (NLT)  Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love for God’s people everywhere, I have not stopped thanking God for you.  I pray for you 
constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom 
and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. I pray that your hearts will be 
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flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he 
called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.   

3. Perspectives are _________________________. 

John 16:13-15 (NLT)   When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. He will  
bring me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. All that belongs to the Father is 
mine; this is why I said, “The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.”  

How does the Holy Spirit do this?  

๏ _____________________________. 

๏ _______________________. 

๏ ______________________________. 

๏ ___________________________.
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