


#6 “When You Don’t Get What You Want”


Jonah 2:1-2 (NLT)  Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from inside the fish. He said, “I cried 
out to the LORD in my great trouble, and he answered me. I called to you from the land of the 
dead, and LORD, you heard me!” 


Jonah 2:10 (NLT)  Then the LORD ordered the fish to spit Jonah out onto the beach. 


Jonah 3:1 (NLT)  Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time. 


Jonah 3:3 (NLT)  This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so 
large that it took three days to see it all.


Jonah 3:5 (NLT)  The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the 
least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 


Jonah 3:10 (NLT)  When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil 
ways, he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened.


Jonah 4:1-3 (NIV)  But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to 
the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall 
by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away my life, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.”


Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”


Jonah 4:4 (NIV)  But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”


1. Evaluate your _____________ of God.


What is God’s nature?


๏ God is ____________.
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Isaiah 6:3 (NIV)  And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 


๏ God is _____________________.


Isaiah 40:28 (NIV)  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding 
no one can fathom. 


๏ God is completely ____________ and __________________________.


Genesis 18:25 (NIV)  Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the 
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of 
all the earth do right? 


๏ God is ____________.


1 John 4:8 (NIV)  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 


๏ God is ___________________, ___________________________ and ______________________.


Psalm 103:8-14 (NIV)  The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 
in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us 
as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the 
west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his 
children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are 
formed, he remembers that we are dust. 


๏ God is _________ ____________.


Romans 16:27 (NLT)  All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen. 


๏ God is ________________________.


Romans 11:33 (NIV)  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 


2. Reflect on what you’re wanting for _______________________ versus what you’re 

wanting for ________________.
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Matthew 18:21-35 (NLT)  Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive 
someone who sins against me?  Seven times?” “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but 
seventy times seven! Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who 
decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. In 
the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. He couldn’t 
pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he 
owned—to pay the debt. But the man fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be 
patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released 
him and forgave his debt. But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed 
him a few thousand dollars.  He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. His 
fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in 
prison until the debt could be paid in full. When some of the other servants saw this, they were 
very upset. They went to the king and told him everything that had happened. Then the king 
called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant!  I forgave you that tremendous 
debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I 
had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid 
his entire debt. That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your 
brothers and sisters from your heart.”


Matthew 6:12 (NIV)  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 


Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV)  For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.


3. Check your ___________________.


2 Samuel 5:17-25 (NIV)  When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over 
Israel, they went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went down to 
the stronghold. Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; so David 
inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you deliver them into my 
hands?”  The LORD answered him, “Go, for I will surely deliver the Philistines into your hands.”  
So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, “As waters break out, the 
LORD has broken out against my enemies before me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim. 
The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men carried them off. Once 
more the Philistines came up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; so David inquired of the 
LORD, and he answered, “Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them 
in front of the poplar trees. As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the poplar 
trees, move quickly, because that will mean the LORD has gone out in front of you to strike the 
Philistine army.” So David did as the LORD commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines 
all the way from Gibeon to Gezer. 
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