#3 “Set Free To Live Free”

Luke 2:8-11 (NIV) And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”

Luke 4:16-21 (NIV) He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on
him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Luke 4:18 (NIV) “ ... He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners ..."
1. Prisonis an more than an outward place.
2. We're in prison.

Romans 3:23 (NIV) ...for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God ...

Romans 5:12 (NIV) Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned.

Galatians 3:22 (NLT) But the Scriptures declare that we are all prisoners of sin, so we
receive God's promise of freedom only by believing in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:1-3 (NLT) Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many
sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil-the commander
of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse
to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and
inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God's anger, just like
everyone else.
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1 Timothy 1:15-16 (TLB) How true itis, and how | long that everyone should know it, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—and | was the greatest of them all. But
God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as an example to show everyone
how patient he is with even the worst sinners, so that others will realize that they, too, can
have everlasting life.

Romans 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.

from the prison of sin happens in a

and takes a

1 Peter 2:16 (NIV) Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil;
live as God's slaves.

1 John 2:16-17 (NIV) For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires
pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

Galatians 5:17 (NIV) For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is
contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever

you want.

Jesus came to free us from the prisons of:

® World-influenced life patterns.

® Sinful life choices.

® Destructive relationship patterns.
® Destructive thought patterns.

® Destructive emotional patterns.
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2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here!

Romans 8:1 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus....

Romans 8:11 (NIV) And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit
who lives in you.

Romans 8:15-16 (NIV) The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's
children.

4. We're a kind of prisoner now!

Zechariah 9:12 (NIV) Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now | announce
that | will restore twice as much to you.

Ephesians 4:1 (NLT) Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy
of your calling, for you have been called by God.
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