#8 “Limited By Little

John 6:1-13 (NIV) Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the
signs he had performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat
down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near. When Jesus looked up and saw
a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these
people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going
to do. Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year's wages to buy enough bread
for each one to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke
up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many?” Jesus said, "Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that
place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the
same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the
pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve
baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.

Matthew 14:19-21 (NIV) And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five
loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then
he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and
were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left
over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and
children.

1 Kings 17:7-16 (NIV) Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in
the land. Then the word of the LORD came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of
Sidon and stay there. | have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” So he went to
Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to
her and asked, “"Would you bring me a little water in a jar so | may have a drink?” As she was
going to get it, he called, "And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” "As surely as the LORD
your God lives,” she replied, "l don't have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little
olive oil in a jug. | am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my
son, that we may eat it—and die.” Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you
have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me,
and then make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day
the LORD sends rain on the land.” She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was
food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up
and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.
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1. Lack reminds us of our

God uses lack in our lives to:

® Remind us of the limitations that come from living in our world—making us long for
heaven.

® Getour attention.
® Bring us to end of ourselves so we will seek Him.

® Show us He is the One who can and will provide for us.

Psalms 18:6 (NIV) In my distress | called to the LORD; | cried to my God for help. From his
temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears.

2. Lackis an to grow our faith in God.

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

James 1:2-3 (NIV) Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.

John 6:5-6 (NIV) When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he
said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to
test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

1 Kings 17:13 (NIV) Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said.

But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then
make something for yourself and your son.

3. Lack challenges us to look for and use resources we've

God wants us to know something about the limitations of little in our lives:

® Every miracle begins with some seed.

® Seeds are small, but grow big things.

® Seeing seeds comes before planting seeds.

® We're better at seeing needs than seeing seeds.

® God uses little seeds to produce a lot of big things.
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in God and to God are necessary for

turning a little into a lot.

Matthew 14:17-18 (NIV) “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they
answered. “Bring them here to me,” he said.

1 Kings 17:13-16 (NIV) Elijah said to her, “Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have
said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and
then make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the
day the LORD sends rain on the land.” She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So
there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour
was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD
spoken by Elijah.

John 11:40 (NIV) Then Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the
glory of God?”

Hebrews 11:1 (NCV) Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that
something is real even if we do not see it.

Luke 6:38 (NIV) Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you.

Malachi 3:10 (NIV) Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough
to store it.
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