
 
#11 “Struggling To Find Purpose” — Part 1 

Matthew 4:18-22 (NIV)  As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once 
they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, reparing 
their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 
him.  

John 1:40-49 (NIV)  Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John 
had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon 
and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.  
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 
when translated, is Peter). The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he 
said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip 
found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 
about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can 
anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus 
saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were 
still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 

1. __________ ___________________ you with purpose, for a purpose. 

Jeremiah 1:5 (GW)  Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. Before you were born, I 
set you apart for my holy purpose. I appointed you to be a prophet to the nations. 

Matthew 25:14-15 (NIV)  Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another 
two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 
journey. 

2. A sense of purpose _______________________ you. 

Philippians 3:8-14 (NIV)  What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
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consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to 
know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 
already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

2 Timothy 1:9 (NIV)  He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything 
we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time. 

Here are 7 steps that help you live out God’s purpose for you life: 

๏ Accept God’s _________________________ over your life. 

๏ ___________________ to allow wrong things to define you. 

๏ Accept your __________________ and __________________ to God. 

๏ Invest time and energy in ___________________ ___________________. 

๏ Be ______________________ and ______________________. 

๏ ________ ______________ now. 

๏ Believe that _________ you are and _______________ you do ___________________. 

3. God’s purpose for your life is more about __________ __________ __________ than 

the _____________ __________ _______. 

Romans 8:28-29 (NLT)  And we know that God causes everything to work together for the 
good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. For God 
knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son 
would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  
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Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.  

Matthew 20:28 (NLT)  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.  

John 13:3-5 (NLT)  Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and 
that he had come from God and would return to God. So he got up from the table, took off 
his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began 
to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.  

Matthew 23:11-12 (NIV)  The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.  

John 13:14-15 (NLT)  And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought 
to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.  
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