
SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE
FAITH UNDER FIRE

1 Peter 3:8-22
When our faith is under fire, we unite to bless those 
who hurt us and defend the hope in us. 

1. REVIEW

2. ASSESS

If you haven’t, determine your summer meeting schedule. (2x in June, 2x in July, 2x in August) 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1 Peter 3:8-18. What happens to a faith that is persecuted? What should our response be when we 
come under fire for following Jesus?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

How do you respond when your faith is challenged?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

3. APPLY

Review 1 Peter 3:8. Give yourself a grade for each of Peter’s commands.

  Unity of Mind:  A B C D F

  Sympathy:  A B C D F

  Brotherly Love:  A B C D F

  A Tender Heart:  A B C D F

  A Humble Mind: A B C D F

Who is someone that reviles or persecutes you that you need to bless, pray for, and witness to?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

What do you need to do this week to move forward in your faith? Consider a special focus in your conduct toward 
others.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Commit to studying and memorizing the book of 1 Peter throughout our GRACE+PEACE series. Download the 
study guide here: www.harvestindysouth.org/graceandpeaceresources

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



FOR FURTHER STUDY... SERMON NOTES

5 DAY READING PLAN

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

1 PETER 3:8-9
What does it say?
What does it mean?
How should I respond?

1 PETER 3:10-12
What does it say?
What does it mean?
How should I respond?

1 PETER 3:13-17
What does it say?
What does it mean?
How should I respond?

1 PETER 3:18
What does it say?
What does it mean?
How should I respond?

1 PETER 3:19-22
What does it say?
What does it mean?
How should I respond?

1 Peter 3:19-22 are some of the most difficult verses 
in all the New Testament to understand. Martin Luther 
called these some of the most obscure verses in all 
the New Testament and humbly said he still didn’t 
really know what Peter meant. As we study these 
verses, two interpretive questions become clear:

1. What does it mean that Christ went and 
proclaimed to the spirits in prison (v.19)?

There have been several different interpretations for 
these verses throughout church history:

 a) That Christ descended to Hades to preach 
 to those who lived before the flood to offer 
 them a chance for salvation. (There seems to 
 be no scriptural support for this view.)

 b) That Christ descended to hell to proclaim 
 victory to fallen angels that are referenced 
 later in the book. (This is possible, and has 
 some acceptance, but is definitely not univer
 sally accepted.)

 c) That Christ proclaimed victory through his 
 resurrection and ascension. His final resurre-
 ction and ascension to his rightful place was 
 the proclamation of his full and final victory to 
 every spirit in prison. (This is the interpretation 
 Pastor Brock holds right now.)

2. What did Peter mean when he said, “Baptism, 
which corresponds to this, now saves you…” (v.21)

Noah was “saved through water.” He was hidden and 
protected by God in an ark as the global flood came 
to wipe out the rest of humanity. Similarly, baptism is 
the picture of a break with our former, sinful life – a 
picture of path to redemption. We believe Peter is 
encouraging these believers under fire to make a 
public proclamation of salvation in Christ through 
baptism. They might avoid persecution by avoiding 
baptism, but at the cost of a heavy conscience. Peter 
is hoping they save their good conscience (v.21) 
through their obedience to baptism.

What do you think? How do you understand what 
Peter is writing here?

When Our Faith is Under Fire…

Response 1: We unite together in love and humility.

Response 2:  We bless those who hurt us.

Response 3: We suffer for righteousness’ sake, prepared 
to defend the hope in us.

Response 4: We look to Christ as the power to live this 
way.

Learn more and find other study resources at  www.harvestindysouth.org/ministries/small-groups


