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DISCUSSION 1

Controversy & conversions

1. This passage describes several controversies surrounding Jesus. Who 
was skeptical of Jesus and who hated him?  Who might these people 
represent today? 

2. Jesus’s brothers told him to go to Judea for an annual feast that all 
“good” Jews attended.  Why did they want Jesus to go?  Why did he 
not want to go?  What can we learn from their suggestion and Jesus’s 
response? 

3. Verse 12 highlights two thoughts people had about Jesus. What were 
they? Do people still have these opinions about Jesus today? 

DISCUSSION 2

Jesus speaks

1. When Jesus spoke in the temple, his profound teaching surprised 
people because he had no formal education. How does Jesus combat 
their uncertainty about him? What does his response teach us about 
Jesus and how to follow him rightly?

2. In verse 19, Jesus asks, “Why are you seeking to kill me?” In John 5:18, 
we see that the Jews wanted to kill Jesus after he healed a sick man and 
claimed God as his father. Based on these reasons, would it make sense 
that the Jews would want Jesus dead (even if they denied it)? 

3. How does the illustration of circumcision on the Sabbath apply to 
Jesus healing on the Sabbath?  

WEEK THREE CONTROVERSY 
John 7:1-24
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DISCUSSION 3

Understanding Jesus

1. What Jesus says in verse 17 helps us better understand him. What 
about his statement is encouraging if we want to know Jesus?  

2. Can Jesus be known? If so, how?   

3. How does understanding Jesus correctly free us from thinking it’s up 
to us to convince others of Jesus’s power? 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever tried to get your sibling (or someone else) to do 
something they didn’t want to do? Was it a good thing or a bad thing? 
How did it turn out? 

2. How do you know if someone is telling the truth? Are you more likely 
to trust a friend who’s the same age as you, or an adult? Why? How 
does this help us understand Jesus better?  

3. Read verse 24. Have you ever thought something looked good (maybe 
food), only to find out that it wasn’t? Or, maybe you thought a task 
would be easy, but found out that it was actually really hard? How are 
sin and obedience kind of like that?  

APPLICATION

• Think about Jesus’s unwillingness to show his power. Do you have 
a tendency to prove your opinions by power (Ex. better arguments, 
harder work, or getting others’ approval)?  Pray and ask God to show 
you a better way to be like Jesus when you encounter situations that 
tempt you in this way. 

• Jesus often takes action on the Sabbath, which serves to remind us that 
we do not live under rules as the ultimate authority, but the maker of 
all order and law. Our main mission in life is to love God and to love 
our neighbors. Talk about how you can practically show love to your 
neighbors this week.  


