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DISCUSSION 1

The fear of the Pharisees (vv. 45-53)

1. What do the chief priests and Pharisees fear will happen if Jesus 
continues performing signs (v. 48)? What similar fears do we have? 

2. What is the main purpose in John writing his gospel and including the 
raising of Lazarus in his gospel (20:30-31)?

3. What familiar passage does it seem Caiaphas is alluding to when he 
speaks of Jesus dying for his people? Is this significant (Isa. 53:10-12)? 

DISCUSSION 2

Jesus’s reaction (vv. 45-57) 

1. What is one potential reason that Jesus did not walk openly around 
the Jews anymore? Does this have anything to do with him knowing 
the correct time he is to be handed over to the Jews (2:3-4)?

2. How does the Jews’ plan to kill Jesus relate to the opening prologue of 
John (1:11; 11:53)?

3. What does this passage show us about the main message of the book 
of John and John’s reason for writing it? 

DISCUSSION 3 

Mary anoints and worships Jesus (vv. 1-11)

1. What is significant about what Mary does with the perfume and her 
hair (v. 3)? 

2. How do Mary’s actions point to her being a servant (Matt. 23:11-12)? 
How can we be like Mary?
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3. How would you describe Judas Iscariot and his view of money (vv. 4-6; 
1 Tim. 6:9)? Where was his heart? How can we guard our hearts? 

4. How did some of the Jews react to Jesus raising Lazarus (vv. 9-11)? 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS

1. What are some things we can do to make Jesus’s name well known, 
rather than our own?

2. What are some ways that we can honor and serve people in the way 
that Martha served Jesus? 

3. What are some things God has done in your life that could lead people 
to believe in Christ?

APPLICATION

• What are some of the things we may do in service to God, that people 
may question or think is different? Discuss these things with a friend, 
family, or your Small Group.

• Encourage a friend by sharing ways you have seen God work in his or 
her life. 




