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DISCUSSION 1

Jesus Prays for His People (vv. 1-7)

1. Read John 17:1-17. What stands out to you in this passage? What is 
confusing?  

2. Read Hebrews 5:1-10. According to this passage, what does it take to 
be a high priest? How does John 17:1-5 set up the following prayer as 
Jesus’s “High Priestly Prayer”? 

3. What does it mean that Jesus is our “High Priest”? Why should Jesus’s 
prayers for us be comforting? 

4. According to verses 2, 3, 6, 9, 12, and 14, Jesus is praying for his people 
and not the rest of the world. What separates the people of God from 
the rest of the world? How should this humble Christians?

DISCUSSION 2

Jesus Keeps His People (vv. 18-24) 

1. How is it that a Christian doesn’t fall away from the faith?  

2. Read 1 John 2:19. What does this passage reveal about “falling away” 
from faith? If someone is truly a believer and has seemingly “walked 
away,” what will happen to them according to these texts?

3. Do you know anyone who’s walked away from the faith? What led to 
this? How can you pray for them?

4. Reread John 17:15. Some Christians believe that in order to be faithful 
to Christ, they must never be in contact with the things of this world. 
Is this true according to this verse? What is the right balance of being 
in the world but not of the world?
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DISCUSSION 3

Jesus Purchases His People (vv. 25-31)

1. What is the hour that Jesus refers to in verses 1-4? How would Jesus be 
glorified in that hour? 

2. Why is the death of Christ so critical to our faith? Why can’t someone 
be saved apart from the death of Christ?  

3. Have you ever studied the different positions regarding Christ’s 
atonement? What should all Christians agree upon regardless of their 
view of the atonement?

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS

1. Read Hebrews 5:1-2 together. Have your children list some of the 
responsibilities of a High Priest that are mentioned in this passage. 
Then, discuss how Jesus is our perfect High Priest because he is fully 
God and fully man and because he died and rose again. Ask: how is 
Jesus better than a human high priest? 

2. Talk about what “debt” is, and what it means to “pay off debt.” Then 
say something to the effect of, “Because humans are sinners, we have 
a sin debt that must be paid. Either we must pay the debt with our 
lives, or someone who is perfect can pay our debt with his life. Jesus 
was perfect and loves his people, so he paid off the sin debt of every 
person that is sorry for their sin and believe in him as their Savior!” 
Then discuss your salvation testimony with them. This should be a 
time of rejoicing in Jesus’s atoning work for you! 

3. Since Jesus loved his people, he prayed for his people. Who are some 
people that you love that you can also pray for? 

APPLICATION

• Take some time this week to read and meditate on Hebrews 4:14-16.  




