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MULTIPLYING DISCIPLES
Message Discussion Questions
Read James 5. State James’ main point in 5:7-12 in your own words.                                            
What are some ways you respond to suffering & the experience of injustice?

Explore the Text
 1. What does James tell Christians to do in 5:7? Explain the illustration (vs. 7).

 2. What is a second thing James tell them to do (5:8)? Why should we do this? 

 3. What does James say we should refrain from doing (5:9)? Why? 

 4. What examples does James give of people who did this (5:10-11)?            
What are some examples of prophets who did what James is saying in 5:9-11? 

 5. Why did James warn them about swearing (not profanity, but taking an oath 
or making a promise) in 5:12? What should they do instead? Why?

Truth to Live By
 1. Experiencing suffering & injustice will happen in a fallen world.            

What are some ways people respond to suffering / injustice? What about you?

 2. Patience (having a long fuse) is Christ-like when experiencing suffering. S 
hare examples of how Jesus modeled this? Why is it so powerful? Important?

 3. Three reasons to be Patient when experiencing suffering / injustice.      

  A. Because Jesus is coming again, who alone will right all wrongs.   
How does the reality that Jesus is coming again help you when suffering?  
B. Because (full) answers are often not found in this life.   
Why does Jesus usually not tell us why we are suffering? Purpose? 
C. Because God is doing something we don’t always see.  
This encourages us to learn to trust Jesus, not for His answers or reasons,  
but because He is good & our Lord. Give an example of this from your life.

	4.	 To	be	patient,	we	must	find	our	strength	in	Jesus	(not	‘self’)	by	His	Spirit.
Discuss the following statements, giving examples from your life.  
We experience strength in Jesus when we… 
A. Admit we can’t do this on our own. 2 Cor. 1:8-9; 10:9-10 
B. Ask Jesus to be our strength for us. 1 Pet. 5:6-7; Phil. 4:13 
C. Give ourselves & the situation to Jesus for Him to control. Ps. 55:22 
D. Recalibrate our perspective (see from Jesus’ perspective). 

 5. Grumbling against others while suffering works against God’s purpose.  
Why is this true? Why is it an indication of unbelief in my heart?

 6. Endurance under suffering produces maturity. Why? Personal example?  
Read Romans 5:1-11; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Recap what Job learned in his suffering.


