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Sunday, May 2, 2021 
 

 

Sunday of Great and All-Holy Pascha 

Welcome!  
We welcome all of our visitors who are praying with us today. We are eager to share with 

you our spiritual treasures, and invite you to join us for coffee hour in the Fellowship 

Hall following the Divine Liturgy. If you are a first-time visitor, please take a few minutes to 

complete the YELLOW VISITORS INFORMATION CARD which may be found in the pews, and 

return it to an usher. As a friendly reminder, only Orthodox Christians who have 

properly prepared themselves through fasting, prayer and recent Confession may 

approach the Holy Chalice to receive Holy Communion. 

Entrance Hymn of the Feast 
In the gathering places bless God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of 

God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 
 

Troparion of Pascha (Tone 5) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life! (ONCE) 
 

Hypakoe of Pascha  (Tone 4) 
 

They who were with Mary came before the dawn, found the stone rolled away from the 

sepulcher, and heard the angels say unto them: Why seek ye Him as man with the 

dead, Who dwells in light eternal? Behold the grave wrappings; make haste and        

declare to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath caused death to die; for He is the 

Son of God, the Savior of mankind. 

Kontakion of Pascha   
(Tone 8) 

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power 

of Hades; and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the             

ointment‑bearing women: Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, O            

Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had fallen. 
 

The Anti-Trisagion Hymn 
As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (THRICE) 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Have put on Christ. Alleluia. 
 

Dynamis! 
 

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. 



THE EPISTLE 
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein! 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endureth forever. 
 

The Reading from the Acts of Apostles   

(1:1 - 8) 
 

 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, until the day when He was taken up, after He had given commandment through the 

Holy Spirit to the Apostles whom He had chosen. To them He presented Himself alive after 

His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the    

kingdom of God. And while staying with them He charged them not to depart from             

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, He said, “You heard from Me; 

for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy   

Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will you at this time       

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 

which the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and      

Samaria and to the end of the earth.” 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading from the  

Holy Gospel according to St. John  

(1:1—17) 
  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through Him, and without Him was 

not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent 

from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that 

all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. 

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own 

home, and His own people received Him not. But to all who received Him, who believed in 

His Name, He gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood, nor of 

the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father. (John bore witness to Him, and cried, “This was He of Whom I said, ‘He 

Who comes after me ranks before me, for He was before me.’”) And from His fullness have 

we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 



Your Prayers are Requested for: 

If you know of a parishioner who is hospitalized or 

in need of a pastoral visit, please contact  Fr. Ga-

briel or the Church Office. 

Usher for Sunday 5/2/21   
Dennis Sparks 

Happy 
Birthday to: 

 
 

 
 

Alicia Dobbs  5/2 
Sarah Kozicki  5/2 
Christine Esper  5/5 
Lesa Karafotias  5/5 
James Matthews  5/5 
Lorin Sise   5/5 
Philip Sharple  5/6 
Ara Dostourian  5/8 
John Joseph  5/8 
Carol Karafotias  5/8 
Suhail Madanat  5/8 
Stephanie Michael 5/8 
Dennis Scoggins  5/8 

Living 
Cindy Mynatt 
Sandra Knauf 
Blaine Cummings 
Fr. Andrew Zebeeb 
Mona Ajakie 
Hikmat Ajakie 
Kevin 
Kristy Hammam 
Camden Thomas 
Emily Backus 
Billie Abraham 
Al Mamary 
Betty Kash 
Nadia Semaan 
Juli Sharple 
Jim Cuckler 

Hatam Alkhouri 
Michael Najem 
Ruben Velez 
Jackie Fahey 
John Sloper 
Mariel White 
Ethan Lassiter 
Bryant Corbin 
 
 

Departed 
 

Fr. Antonio 
Anwar 
Jackie 
George 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 2nd    Agape Vespers   11: 00 AM                                               

Followed by Egg Hunt for the Children  
 

Saturday, May 8th   Great Vespers    6:00 PM 
 

Sunday, May 9th Matins 8:50 AM,    Divine Liturgy    10:00 AM 
 

 

All Services will be streamed online on  

Our website at  www.stelias.church 

Schedule For This Week 

http://stelias.church/


Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 

 

As the Director of Scholarships for the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, I am 

writing to share the link to the 2021 Francis Maria Scholarship Application. We ask that you share this link 

and/or download the application and share it with your undergraduate students entering one of their first four 

years of college this coming September. 
 

 

To date, the Francis Maria Scholarship has granted 119 Scholarships totaling $317,500. The   Francis Maria 

Scholarship offers at least 2 and often many more scholarships each year. This year, scholarships will be  

granted in the amount of $5,000 per recipient to college students from parishes of the Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese.  The last page of each scholarship application needs to be completed and signed by the 

pastor after the applicant has completed his or her sections. 
 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Kh. Kathleen A. Purpura 

Scholarships Director 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

Archdiocese Scholarships Page https://antiochian.org/scholarships 

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/Francis%20Maria%20Scholarship%20Application%202021%20v4.pdf
https://antiochian.org/scholarships


Fr. Gabriel will hear confession and give communion for the 

faithful by appointment. Please call, text or  e-mail him. 





HOLY PASCHA:  
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

 

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith; receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. 
(Sermon of Saint John Chrysostom, read at Paschal Matins) 
 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the center of the Christian faith. Saint 
Paul says that if Christ is not raised from the dead, then our preaching and faith are in 
vain (I Cor. 15:14). Indeed, without the resurrection there would be no Christian     
preaching or faith. The disciples of Christ would have remained the broken and hopeless 
band which the Gospel of John describes as being in hiding behind locked doors for fear 
of the Jews. They went nowhere and preached nothing until they met the risen Christ, 
the doors being shut (John 20: 19). Then they touched the wounds of the nails and the 
spear; they ate and drank with Him. The resurrection became the basis of   everything 
they said and did (Acts 2-4): “. . . for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I 
have” (Luke 24:39). 
 

The resurrection reveals Jesus of Nazareth as not only the expected Messiah of Israel, but 
as the King and Lord of a new Jerusalem: a new heaven and a new earth. 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. . . the holy city, new Jerusalem. And I heard a 
great voice from the throne saying “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men. He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people. . . He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor 
pain any more, for the former things have passed away (Rev. 21:1-4). 
 

In His death and resurrection, Christ defeats the last enemy, death, and thereby fulfills 
the mandate of His Father to subject all things under His feet (I Cor. 15:24-26). 
 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing (Rev. 5: 12) 


