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Prayer Request:  Lord, we thank you for brining us through this past year. We pray that you would 
encourage our souls for the year to come.  
 
Icebreaker:  What is one way the Lord encouraged you this past year? 
 
Read Malachi 3:16 
 

16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, 
and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his 
name. 
 
 
Sermon Outline: 

1. What Faithful Believers Face 
a. Disappointment among leaders 
b. Disruption of worship 
c. Growing coldness of heart 

2. What Faithful Believers Do 
a. Speak with one another 
b. Speak well of the Lord 

 
 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What ways have you seen leaders turn aside from the way and cause their people to stumble? 

2. Why was worship so important in Malachi’s day? In what ways have the disruptions in our worship 

affected you this year? 

3. Pastor Colin spoke on a cold heart. How did he define a cold heart? What are some ways in which 

your heart tends to grow cold? 

4. Read Romans 5:5. What does it look like to have God’s love poured into you? Why is this important to 

spiritual health? 

5. In what ways can we speak to each other to warm our hearts to the Lord and encourage on another? 

6. Why is it critical to speak well of the Lord? In what ways can we speak well of the Lord? 



7. How does the fear of the Lord affect our prayer life? 

 

Prayer:  Father God, we thank you that you have given us your Holy Spirit. May our hearts be on fire 

for you this new year, and may we speak well of the name of the Lord. Help our hearts not to grow 

cold and distant from you. We pray that your name be glorified in this coming year among your 

people. In Christ name, Amen. 

 


