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Prayer Request:  Father, lead us by Your Spirit as we seek to represent You in all we do.  
 
Icebreaker:  What’s the most recent thing you ate that can make you say, “Now that was really good!”? 
 
 
Genesis 1:1-2:3 (Read Genesis 1:26-31 as a group) 
 
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from 
the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout 
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 
kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according 
to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. 
And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God 
set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature 
that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day. 



24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 
 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God 
saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
 
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God 
finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that 
he had done in creation. 
 
 
Sermon Outline 
1. What does it mean that people are made in God’s image? 

a. Humans are at the center of God’s creation. 
b. Humans are unique from the rest of creation. 
c. Humans are representatives of God. 

2. What did God do at creation that we are called to do as His representatives? 
a. God formed. 
b. God filled. 
c. God enjoyed. 

3. In summary: God created us to have dominion with His virtue. God does good; so should we. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Questions:  
 
1. What did the sermon teach you that you did not see before? Did anything from today’s reading hit 

you in a fresh way? 

2. According to this passage, what did God make us to do? What is our created purpose? How is this 
different from what our world and culture say about why we exist? 

3. Pastor Scott taught that God’s Spirit hovered over the waters at creation like an eagle hovers over the 
nest it builds. What does this picture teach us about God’s love for us and all His creation? 

4. Take a closer look at each of the first six days (Genesis 1:3-31). Do you see any patterns of similarities 
or differences between each day? What does the order of creation teach us about God and about 
humanity? Take your time with this one. 

5. How does Genesis 1 reassure us that we matter most profoundly to God? What details show us that 
human beings are distinct from other creatures, set apart with a special purpose? 

6. Read Genesis 1:26-31. How is God’s dominion different from ours? How is it similar? How are we 
called to imitate God with our dominion? 

7. Read Genesis 2:1-3? What does it mean for a God with unlimited power to rest? How can we imitate 
God when we rest from work? 

Prayer: Father, lead us by Your Spirit as we seek to represent You in all we do. Thank You for creating us 
in Your image, with the purpose of representing You we make creative use of Your world. Thank You 
that Jesus has rescued us from our rebellion against You. Thank You that Jesus perfectly images You and 
sets the best example for how to be human. Make us more like Your Son. In Jesus’s Name, Amen. 


