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Prayer Request:  Father, help us to accept the reality of our sin problem, to be grateful for the reality of 
our redemption in Jesus, and to live out our new life with gratitude by Your Spirit’s power. 
 
Icebreaker:  Hold a quick contest. Give everyone a minute to jot down as many synonyms for the word 
“problem” they can think of. After the minute’s up, see who has the largest number. 
 
Genesis 3:1-19  

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, 
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 



    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, 
    but he shall rule over you.” 

17 And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
    and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Sermon Outline 
1. Four symptoms of our problem: 

a. Doubt – we doubt the word of God (vv.3-6). 
b. Cover Up – we wear masks, embellish the facts, and fib about ourselves (v.3:7). 
c. Hide – we tend to check out of spiritual activity, detach ourselves, and run from God (3:8). 
d. Blame – we blame others for what they do wrong and ignore our responsibility (3:11-13). 

2. The problem: 
a. Not the Devil and demons, though God allows them to cause problems. 
b. Not the world; we are not in a culture war. 
c. The problem is within all of us; we have a thoroughly sinful nature! (Mark 7:21-23). 

3. The solution: Jesus is putting the world right regarding sin (Genesis 3:15). 
a. Jesus has paid the penalty for our sin. 
b. Jesus has broken the power of sin within us. 
c. Jesus is giving us a foretaste of our resurrection into the better world to come. 
d. Jesus has vowed to eliminate our sinful nature altogether. 

 



Discussion Questions:  
 
1. What did the sermon teach you that you did not see before? Did anything from our reading catch 

your eye in a fresh way? 

2. What questions are you left with from this passage or the sermon? 

3. The Biblical concept of “sin” is vast. It includes deliberate acts of rebellion against God; we call these 
transgressions, offenses, misdemeanors. It also includes mistakes that fall out of absolute obedience 
to God – missing the mark. It even includes thoughts, motives, desires and intentions that are out of 
line with God’s good designs for us. Where do you see these aspects of sin on display in verses 1-13?  

4. Compare 2:25 and 3:7. How do we see shame, division and isolation play out in our lives? In society? 

5. What four symptoms of our sin nature did Pastor Scott highlight in the sermon? Where do we find 
these symptoms in verses 1-13? How do we see these symptoms expressed in our lives? In society? 

6. What is the difference between the symptoms of our sin and our sin nature? After discussing, turn to 
Isaiah 64:6 and Mark 7:21-23 for God’s verdict on our sin nature. 

7. Read Genesis 3:14-15 again. Then read John 10:7-18. How is the Gospel on display in God’s promises 
to the Serpent? How has Jesus fulfilled these promises in full? How does this comfort you today? 

Prayer: Pray for one another according to the Prayer Request above and your own requests. 


