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Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 
 
Prayer Request:  Lord, we thank you that our citizenship is in heaven. Help us to stand firm in the faith. 
 
Icebreaker:  What is one person that has greatly influenced you? 
 
Read Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you 
have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, 
with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my 
beloved. 
 
Sermon Outline: 

1. Enemies of the Cross 
a. Limited perspective 
b. Ruled by appetite 
c. Headed toward destruction 

2. Followers of Christ 
a. Citizens of a better country 
b. Servants of the savior king 
c. Headed toward the resurrection  

 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What characterizes an enemy of the cross? How can enemies of the cross be a dangerous influence 

on the life of a Christian? 

2. What are the right attitudes Christians should have toward the enemies of the cross? Why can this be 

difficult at times? 

3. Paul says that we are citizens of heaven. How does this fill us with joy? How can this be a challenge? 

4. How was the idea of Jesus as savior and king radically different from the idea of savior and king in 

Paul’s day? How is it different in our context?  



5. How does Jesus’ resurrection give us hope for our future bodies? How is this radically different from 

the way the world views eternity? 

6. What kind of people have the greatest influence on you right now? Are you leading a life that would 

encourage and help other Christians? 

 

Prayer:  Father God, the resurrection is the great hope of the Christian life. We thank you that 

because Jesus defeated sin, we look forward to an eternity with new bodies lifted up in glory. Until 

that time, let us stand firm in the faith that we profess. Let us show the world the emptiness of their 

ways and the beauty of Christ. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.  

 


