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Matthew 28:16-20 
 
 
Prayer Request:  Father, empower us by Your Spirit and motivate us by the promises of Your Word to go 
forth and make disciples of all peoples, enjoying the special mission our Lord Jesus has called us to. 
 
Icebreaker:  If you can recall, how many people shared the Gospel with you before you put your faith in 
Jesus as your Lord, God and Savior? Who shared the Gospel with you? 
 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
 
Sermon Outline 
1. Intro: our mission is to make disciples. 
2. Jesus’s three-fold strategy of disciple-making: 

a. Go (Matthew 28:18-19a). 
b. Baptize (Matthew 28:19b). 
c. Teach to Obey (Matthew 28:20a). 

3. Three wise observations that help us obey the strategy: 
a. The mission is not our purpose. 

i. Our purpose is to “rule over God’s creation as His image with His virtue.” 
ii. Our mission to make disciples is for this age; our purpose lasts forever (28:20b). 

b. The mission requires battling our sinful nature. 
i. To make disciples you must be a disciple. Teaching others to obey God requires 

battling your own sin. 
ii. Even the disciples who witnessed Jesus’s resurrection had doubts, which is a 

symptom of sin (Matthew 28:17). 
c. The mission is church-centric. 

i. This is for the whole body of Christ as one team, not individuals (Matthew 28:18a). 
4. Conclusion: Recap. 

a. Our purpose: “Rule over God’s creation as His image with His virtue.” 
b. Our needs: Jesus Christ provides for our spiritual, physical, vocational and relational needs. 
c. Our problem: we battle our sin nature daily by the Gospel and God’s indwelling Holy Spirit. 
d. Our mission: Make disciples of all nations; grow Christ’s church numerically, in maturity, 

geographically, demographically, and ethnically – all together as a God-glorifying team! 



Discussion Questions:  
 
1. What did the sermon teach you that you did not see before? Did anything from our reading catch 

your eye or ear in a fresh way? 

2. What questions are you left with from this passage or the sermon? 

3. What is our mission as the Church? How do you contribute to this mission currently? 

4. What is the three-fold strategy laid out for our mission in Matthew 28:16-20? How do you see this 
strategy lived out at The Orchard? In the lives of mature believers you know? In your own life? 

5. Is there an aspect of our mission that you want to grow in obeying? How can your LIFE group support 
you in this as siblings in Christ and as a team? 

6. What were Pastor Scott’s three observations that support our mission? Which one comforts you the 
most today? Which one challenges you the most? What will you do about it? 

7. What is the difference between our created purpose and the Church’s mission? How have you seen 
these confused by believers? Though different, how do our purpose and mission back each other? 

8. Read Acts 8:26-40. Is anything that we learned in Matthew 28:16-20 on display in this story? Is there 
anything we learned that is not mentioned? Is there anything new or different you see that also 
helps us carry out our mission as disciple makers? 

Prayer: Pray for one another according to the Prayer Request above and your own requests. 


