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Luke 7:39-50 

 

Read: Luke 7:18-35 

39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, 
he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And 
Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 

41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they 
could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, 
“The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged 
rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not 
anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to 
her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who 
is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Sermon Outline: 

1. Comparing two people 

a. Simon the Pharisee and the “woman of the town” 

i. Simon the Pharisee 

1. A man 

2. Religious 

3. Wealthy – Social Elite 

4. Supposedly has an enlighten morality 

5. Clean Past 

6. Quintessential Insider 

ii. The “woman of the town” 

1. A woman 

2. Irreligious 

3. Poor – Marginal Social position 

4. Morally Filthy 

5. Dark Past 

6. Quintessential Outsider 

b. A critic of Jesus and a worshiper of Jesus 

i. A Critic of Jesus 

1. Unaware of the depth of his sin 

2. Proud due to comparison 

3. Unaware of who Jesus really is 



4. Critical of Jesus 

5. Criticized by Jesus 

6. Leave unchanged, stagnant, & annoyed 

ii. A Worshiper of Jesus 

1. Painfully aware of her sin 

2. Humble to the point of embarrassment 

3. Aware of who Jesus really is 

4. Adores Jesus 

5. Exalted by Jesus as an example 

6. Leaves transformed, alive, and free. 

2. Spiritual Lessons 

a. We understand our inability to pay back our debt. 

b. We accept that He is the one to whom the debt is owed. 

c. We accept that He is the one to whom we are compared. 

d. We understand that we are profoundly loved objects of His undeserved kindness. 

e. We accept who He really is and live accordingly. 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. As you heard God’s word preached, how were you challenged, convicted, encouraged, or built up because 

of this message? What questions do you have about the passage or message? 

2. What was something new that your discovered as your read this passage and heard it preached? 

3. Throughout Jesus’ ministry and especially in this passage, we often see him relating to people we might not 

expect a religious leader to relate to. With this in mind, consider these questions: 

a. What does that tell us about God’s character? 

b. What should we learn from those whom Jesus identifies with? (Consider the qualities of a Worshipper of 

Jesus” 

c. What should we avoid form those whom Jesus often rebukes? (Consider the qualities of a Critic of Jesus) 

c. What other stories in the Gospels show us this same truth? (Jesus relating with someone we might now 

expect him to relate with.) 

4. Pastor Justin relayed 5 spiritual lessons at the end of this message. Which one spoke to you most and why? 


