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Prayer Request:  Prayer Request: Father, please help us to welcome Your Son as our rightful King and 
Master. When we are tempted to fear any other than Him, help us rejoice in His rightful reign over us. 
 
Icebreaker:  What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word, KING? 
 
John 12:1-16 

1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a 
pound[a] of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), 
said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, 
and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into 
it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For 
the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus[d] was there, they came, not only 
on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the 
chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on account of him 
many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
    sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been 
done to him. 



Discussion Questions:  
 
1. What from our reading catches your eye in a fresh way? Do you remember anything from the 

sermon that you found especially helpful? 
 

2. Why does it matter that we call Jesus King? What difference does this make for how we see 
ourselves, our relationships and society? 

 
3. What are the six attributes about Christ that we find in our passage and from the sermon? Which 

one is speaking the most powerfully to you right now? And why? 
 

4. What other attributes of Christ do you see in John 12? How are they good news for the church? 
 

5. Look at Mary and Judas (12:1-8). What do their actions reveal about their views of who Jesus is? 
From these examples, how can we tell if someone truly considers Christ their King? How can we 
examine ourselves to evaluate if we revere Christ as our King? 

 
6. Why should it matter to us that Jesus specifically keeps the covenant we could never keep? How 

does this knowledge make you feel? 
 

7. Read Zechariah 9:9-13. How do we already see these prophecies fulfilled in Jesus? What are we still 
waiting to see Him fulfill? How does knowing that Jesus’s life is the fulfillment of prophecy 
encourage your faith? How does this shape your expectations for His return? 

 
8. What are some things in life that quickly rob people’s joy? How does knowing Christ is your 

Covenant Keeping King restore joy in those things? 
 

9. What in our world and lives makes people afraid? How can knowing Christ is your Covenant Keeping 
King free you from fear? 

 
 
Prayer: Pray for the prayer request above, as well as additional requests. 


